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Your Excellency, Bayney Karran, Chair of the Permanent Council and Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Guyana;
Your Excellency, José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General;
Your Excellency, Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General;
Your Excellencies, Ambassadors Permanent Representatives;
Your Excellencies, Ambassadors Permanent Observers;
Distinguished Special Guests;
Staff of the Secretariat;
Ladies and Gentlemen:
I would like to thank the Permanent Council of our hemispheric Organization for having convened this protocolary meeting to welcome the President of Honduras, one of the nations that founded the International Union of American Republics in 1890.

I also thank all the delegates and staff who are honoring me with their presence.

We Hondurans recognize that the Organization of American States is the foremost political forum for our countries.

It is the place where our similarities and our differences encounter each other.

It is the forum for debate, dissent, and consensus-building among members of the great family of the Americas.

It is seated at this table that we engage in respectful dialogue regarding key aspects of the life we share in this Hemisphere.

The day when we cease to discuss our differences within the OAS would be cause for concern.

We member states of the Organization have a very clear idea of the goals we pursue and the challenges we face; of the paramount importance of peace, of our democratic way of life and democratic government; the defense of our individual and public freedoms; respect for the rule of law; the promotion and defense of human rights; the quest for sustainable development; our cooperation for development; and our individual, national, and international security.

The OAS is an essential medium for helping us to achieve our goals and overcome those challenges.

The same Organization has been immersed for several days in a study of the Inter-American Democratic Charter and notable comments were made within the Organization on the leading role that instrument should play in the democratic life of the Hemisphere.

Obviously, Honduras has a special interest in that subject.
Honduras welcomes study and analysis of proposals to strengthen the Democratic Charter.  We regard it first and foremost as a solemn commitment by our states to the values of freedom and solidarity.  We would like to see it strengthened more in terms of its preventive role than as an instrument for chastising transgressions.  The political, economic, and moral costs that may derive from applying the sanctions contemplated in the Charter cannot be regarded as achievements of the Organization. Rather, they testify to the failure of prevention, the failure to fortify and defend our democracies.  The purpose of the Democratic Charter must be to prevent any of our countries from coming close to the brink.

The Charter itself makes this point when it recalls in the preambular section that in the Declaration of Managua for the Promotion of Democracy and Development [AG/DEC. 4 (XXIII-O/93)] “the member states expressed their conviction that the Organization’s mission is not limited to the defense of democracy wherever its fundamental values and principles have collapsed, but also calls for ongoing and creative work to consolidate democracy as well as a continuing effort to prevent and anticipate the very causes of the problems that affect the democratic system of government.”
It is not a question of demonstrating agility in applying procedures established in the Charter when a serious problem arises at the crux of an attack on democracy in one or other of our countries.
It is much more important to have the means and the will to prevent such a situation from ever occurring.  The resolution I have just cited says we must do that through “ongoing work to consolidate democracy...as well as a continuing effort to prevent and anticipate the very causes of the problems that affect the democratic system of government.”
In my Government's opinion, it is the Secretary General who must possess the necessary powers to achieve those objectives: the consolidation of democracy and prevention of threats to it.  We are convinced that with the political support of the member states and the necessary diplomatic skill, mechanisms can be found to diagnose the measures needed to boost and consolidate democracy along with the tools needed to prevent challenges to democracy.

The OAS has also embarked on a process of reflection regarding our inter-American human rights system, with the ultimate goal of strengthening it.  All of us have an interest in the success of this work, which is being conducted responsibly and with a sense of duty.

My commitment to human rights is personal and unwavering.  In the first year of my government I founded the Secretariat for Justice and Human Rights, the first of its kind in the Hemisphere.

To combat discrimination, I established a Secretariat for Indigenous Peoples and Afro-descendants, which will help protect the rights of our minorities.

Both those Ministers are accompanying me today.

In the political negotiation process that overcame the 2009 crisis and led to general elections, a decision was taken to install a Truth and Reconciliation Commission with distinguished national and foreign figures, to determine the causes, facts, and consequences of the events of the past few years that triggered the institutional crisis.

The OAS supported us during the work of the Commission, which has now posted its report and a monumental amount of documentation for the general public on the Internet.

The report's conclusions must be taken very seriously and its recommendations will be implemented for two reasons:  first, to ensure that what happened will never occur again; and, second, to enable us Hondurans to put a definitive end to this sad chapter of our history, look to the future, and achieve national reconciliation.

The Inter-American Human Rights System, the institutions it comprises, and its procedures have developed impressively over time and constitute a hemispheric asset that we need to protect, promote, and strengthen.

There is a direct correlation between democracy and human rights.  That, distinguished Permanent Representatives, could well be one of the criteria for diagnosing the strength of democracy.

I have noted with satisfaction the Organization's programs in support of several member states in the area of public security.  This is a vital topic for countries such as mine that have suffered an unprecedented surge in violence in recent years.  Drug trafficking from south to north is using Central American territory for criminal exchanges, thereby triggering a powerful and generalized wave of crime that is seeking to disrupt our core values, such as respect for life and freedom.

Honduras is a victim of this situation generated by external factors. Like other countries in the region, we need effective support to combat that illegal activity on both the production and the consumption side if we are to confront a state of affairs that can easily overwhelm the considerable efforts of our governments.

Mr. Chairman:

The OAS is facing a crisis that affects its ability to operate effectively. Honduras is conscious of the financial plight of the Organization.

I believe we should preserve the OAS in terms of the fundamental role it plays as a great forum for political debate concerning hemispheric issues; its outstanding role in defending and promoting democracy; its counseling on electoral matters; and its promotion and defense of human rights in the broadest sense and of citizen and international security.

The purpose that must inspire us is to strengthen the Organization, taking a pragmatic view of the resources at its disposal, or which could be at its disposal as it reexamines its priorities.

If we have a strong Organization, our own efforts within our countries will be able to count on an effective, supportive partner.

I would like to conclude by thanking all those present and wishing us all a more just, mutually compassionate, and democratic America.

Ladies and gentlemen, thank you very much.
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