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NOTE FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION OF PERU TO THE OAS 

CONCERNING PRESS RELEASE No. 137/11

OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

Permanent Mission of Peru

to the 
Organization of American States
January 9, 2012

Excellency:


I have the honor of writing in order to enclose for the attention of the Honorable Permanent Council, which you chair, a copy of note No. 7-5-M/001 which this permanent mission sent to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) concerning its Press Release No. 137/11 of December 30, 2011, in connection with the referral of case No. 12.444, Eduardo Nicolás Cruz Sánchez et al. (Operation Chavín de Huántar) to the jurisdiction of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.


That note expresses the most vigorous rejection of the Government of Peru of the term “insurgent group” used by the Commission in said press release to refer to the terrorist group Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement (MRTA).  The note also reminds the IACHR that the terrorist character of the MRTA has been recognized on a number of occasions by the international community in the framework of both the inter-American system and the United Nations. It also recalls the particular relevance to the case in reference of resolutions adopted by the honorable Permanent Council:  CP/RES. 587 (911/92), “Condemnation of Terrorist Violence in Peru,” and CP/RES. 692/96, in which the Council, in vehement terms, expressed itself against the taking of hostages at the residence of the Ambassador of Japan in Peru; in both resolutions the honorable Council referred to the MRTA as a terrorist group.


I would be most grateful if you would arrange for this communication to be distributed to the members of the Permanent Council.


Accept, Excellency, assurances of my highest and most distinguished consideration.


Raúl Salazar


Interim Representative of Peru


to the Organization of American States

Ambassador Duly Brutus

Permanent Representative of Haiti to the OAS

Chair of the Permanent Council

Permanent Mission of Peru

to the
Organization of American States

Note No. 7-5-M/001


The Permanent Mission of Peru to the Organization of American States (OAS) presents its compliments to the honorable Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and has the honor of referring to Press Release No. 137/11 of December 30, 2011, issued by the honorable Commission in connection with the referral of case No. 12.444, Eduardo Nicolás Cruz Sánchez et al. (Operation Chavín de Huantar) to the jurisdiction of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.


In that connection, on express instructions from its government, this permanent mission would like to express its most vigorous rejection of the term “insurgent group” used in said press release to refer to the terrorist group Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement (MRTA).
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The Government of Peru laments that, once again, the IACHR has disregarded the terrorist character of the MRTA, as has been recognized by various means and on a number of occasions by the international community in the framework of both the inter-American system and the United Nations. In particular, the IACHR should recall that the OAS Permanent Council, in resolution CP/RES. 587 (911/92) of July 24, 1992, condemned terrorist violence in Peru and referred to the Shining Path and the MRTA as terrorist groups, and that in resolution CP/RES. 692/96 of December 18, 1996, the same Permanent Council, in vehement terms, expressed itself against the taking of hostages at the residence of the Ambassador of Japan in Peru and again referred to the MRTA as a terrorist group.


The Permanent Mission of Peru to the Organization of American States (OAS) avails itself of this occasion to convey to the honorable Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) renewed assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., January 4, 2012

To the
Honorable


Inter-American Commission on Human Rights


Washington, D.C.
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