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Annotated Agenda for the Joint Meeting of the Permanent Council and CIDI 
in fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 2617 (XLI-O/11), 
“Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security”

(Prepared by the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development and the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and considered at the meeting of April 3, 2012) 

(Washington, D.C., May 15, 2012)

Background:
At its forty-first regular session, held in June 2011 in San Salvador, El Salvador, the General Assembly of the Organization of American States adopted resolution AG/RES. 2617 (XLI-O/11), Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security, which instructed “the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to hold, prior to the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly, a joint meeting for member states and the General Secretariat to present their views and experiences on initiatives and programs that contribute to multidimensional security and integral development, and to explore opportunities for cooperation in this field, and foster collaboration between the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, in areas of common interest.” 

Based on the Declaration on Security in the Americas (2003), the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development identified a series of topics involving issues related to integral development and to multidimensional security. 

At the meeting of the Committee on Hemispheric Security held on February 23, 2012, the member states reviewed a draft agenda, shared comments and observations, and asked the General Secretariat to prepare a concept document, which was distributed for their consideration on March 15, 2012. In addition, the invitation made by the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security for the delegations to submit their contributions toward preparing the joint meeting’s agenda received favorable responses from Brazil and the United States. Based on the above inputs, the General Secretariat has prepared the proposed annotated agenda set forth in this document. 

Structure of the meeting:
The Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development will give a joint presentation on the initiatives and programs they are pursuing, either jointly or separately, that contribute to multidimensional security and integral development. 

The member states will present their views and experiences on the initiatives and programs that contribute to multidimensional security and integral development, based on the thematic areas set out in the draft agenda. 

Following the presentations, there will be a time for dialogue among the delegations, to explore cooperation possibilities in this area and to encourage collaboration between the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development in areas of common interest.

PRESENTATION OF THE AGENDA:

1. Installation 

· Remarks by the Chair of the Permanent Council

· Remarks by the Chair of CEPCIDI

2. Session 1 – Presentation by the General Secretariat on experiences, initiatives, and programs contributing to multidimensional security and integral development

3. Session 2 – Presentation by the member states on initiatives and programs contributing to multidimensional security and integral development

a. Promotion of security, peaceful coexistence, and the wellbeing of our peoples: A shared objective

Without addressing theoretical considerations on the causal relationship between security and development, this session will allow an exchange of information on experiences and practices in areas related to the promotion of security, peaceful coexistence, and the wellbeing of the peoples of the Americas, which are shared objectives for both integral development and multidimensional security. 

The aim is to identify the priorities, or risk factors, in the field of integral development that the member states have included in their strategies to prevent violence, crime, and insecurity. At the same time, the Declaration on Security in the Americas underscores the need to prevent certain threats associated with forced migration, and to respond to the challenges posed by both trafficking in persons and internal displacement. These security concerns represent great challenges for integral development, since these migration flows can be driven by socio-economic and political factors (commonly called “push-pull factors”). It is therefore necessary to examine their causes and provide the opportunities needed to keep voluntary migration from turning into forced migration. Finally, this session will address other threats to multidimensional security in the region that affect the attainment of the integral development of the peoples and states of the Americas; in particular, the need to prevent and mitigate disasters and to ensure environmental sustainability in the region. 

1. Risk factors associated with integral development/ as a strategy to prevent violence, crime, and insecurity 

On this point, the delegations will address such topics as the eradication of poverty and inequalities, access to health services and the prevention of pandemics, universal access to education, and development of a culture of peace and security. These are some of the priorities noted in the Declaration on Security in the Americas, identified by various academic forums as public security risk factors and as human development priorities, with reference to some of the Millennium Development Goals. This would therefore be the ideal opportunity to assess the best ways to incorporate those concerns into strategies for preventing violence and crime and for improving multidimensional security. 

2. Challenges related to forced migration: preventing human trafficking and assistance for displaced persons 

At this juncture, the delegations will be able to address certain concerns related to forced migration, which poses a challenge to both multidimensional security and integral development. Trafficking in persons and internal displacement alike have multiple causes that drive forced migration, both within the territory of a state and across borders. These are commonly called “push-pull factors” and, although they may in exceptional situations arise from disasters or armed conflicts, they are generally directly related to a lack of social and economic opportunities in the country of origin and to the attractive image, in terms of development, offered by the destination country or region. In addition to threats to their basic human rights, victims of internal displacement or of human trafficking face enormous challenges in preserving their security and wellbeing, and in general they are particularly vulnerable to social and economic discrimination. 

3. Disasters and environmental sustainability

Here, the delegations will be able to discuss other threats to multidimensional security identified in the Declaration on Security in the Americas that pose direct threats to states’ integral development. Environmental sustainability and the prevention and mitigation of natural and man-made disasters are essential in guaranteeing long-term integral development and in ensuring a favorable climate and conditions for integral development in the present and in the future. 

b. Challenges to security and development in a globalized, interconnected world 

Globalization is the chief characteristic of the contemporary world, which is defined by reductions in times, distances, barriers, and borders between different states and peoples. This rapid transformation has brought along with it a series of new challenges related to both multidimensional security and integral development. Increased interconnections between states, in addition to potentially serving as a economic catalyst, have also led to the growth and strengthening of transnational organized crime and its related offenses; greater flows of goods and people, legal and illegal alike; and the technological boom of the past two decades, which has, on occasions, meant an uncontrolled use of new technologies. The struggle against the parallel economy created by criminal assets, transport and border security, and combating cybercrime are priorities noted in the Declaration on Security in the Americas and, at the same time, they are prerequisites for ensuring the integral development of states, in terms of both promoting international trade and finance and strengthening the tourism sector and national economic growth, in the current context of accelerated globalization and interconnectivity. 

1. Combating transnational organized crime and the parallel economy to foster socio-economic development 

Here, the delegations will deal with the impact of transnational organized crime and related offenses (including illegal drug trafficking, the manufacture and illicit trafficking of firearms, illicit trafficking of migrants, money laundering, and the funding of terrorism) as an obstacle to integral development. In particular, they will be able to discuss the best ways to combat criminal assets and money laundering, in order to prevent the consolidation of a parallel economy that can hamper the economic development of states and threaten the rule of law.
2. Legal flows of goods and people, ensuring border and transport security
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At this juncture, the delegations will have an opportunity to discuss the need to consolidate border security and transportation security, particularly at ports and airports, in order to prevent crossborder crime and terrorism-related offenses and to ensure legal flows of goods and people at the regional and international levels. In particular, they will be able to address the topic of document security and identity verification to prevent the illicit trafficking of migrants, and they will have an opportunity to identify challenges and solutions for promoting the tourism sector and international trade. 

3. Technological development, preventing the new threats related to security
On this final point, the delegations will be able to discuss the challenges related to technological development and the use of new technologies in the region. In particular, the idea is for them to identify security threats associated with the use of these new technologies, including cybercrime, and measures to prevent and counter crimes committed through on-line channels. 

4. Session 3 – Dialogue and recommendations:  Possibilities for cooperation among member states on integral development and multidimensional security, and encouragement of collaboration between the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development and the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security
The meeting is planned to conclude with the identification of potential measures among member states that would enable the consolidation of the inter-American response to the common challenges discussed at the meeting. The intention is also to identify measures by which to encourage cooperation between the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development in areas of common interest.
5.
Closing session 
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