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RESOLUTION Nº 1431/2012 OF THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES OF THE REPUBLIC
OF PARAGUAY ON THE LIBEL CASE AGAINST THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC, FERNANDO LUGO MÉNDEZ
PARAGUAY

Article 1.C – RESOLUTION OF THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES No. 1431/2012

1. 
PURPOSE 

The Impeachment of President of the Republic Fernando Lugo Méndez is based on the legal and factual considerations set out in the following paragraphs: 

Article 225 of our National Constitution provides as follows:

“The President and Vice President of the Republic, the Ministers of the executive branch, the Justices of the Supreme Court of Justice, the Attorney General of the State, the People’s Defender, the Comptroller General and Deputy Comptroller of the Republic, and the members of the Superior Court of Electoral Justice may only be impeached for poor performance in discharging their duties, for crimes committed in office, or for common crimes. 

“Charges shall be brought by a two-thirds majority of the Chamber of Deputies. The Senate, by an absolute majority of two thirds, shall conduct a public trial of those charged by the Chamber of Deputies and, if appropriate, shall declare them guilty for the sole purpose of removing them from office. In cases in which crimes have allegedly been committed, the case file shall be referred to the regular courts.”

2. 
FACTS ON WHICH THIS ACCUSATION IS BASED 

2.1. 
POLITICAL ACT AT THE ENGINEERING CORPS OF THE ARMED FORCES

In the year 2009, with the authorization of President Lugo, a political meeting for young people was held at the premises of the Armed Forces Engineering Corps, which was funded by institutions of the State, including the Yacyretá Binational Authority. Fernando Lugo acknowledged that the Yacyretá Binational Authority funded this meeting of young socialists from the region, held in the installations of the Armed Forces Engineering Corps.

The facilities were used for the meeting of the young people, who displayed political banners and even hoisted one in place of the national flag. 

This eminently political act, the expressions of which were extensively covered by the media, could only be held with the authorization of the Commander-in-Chief, and proof that the Government backed, instituted, and facilitated these political acts within a military facility can be seen in the fact that several senior government officials attended the event and gave speeches calling for a class struggle, such as the one given by Camilo Soares, who was serving as Minister of the National Emergency Secretariat at the time. 

 2.2. 
ÑACUNDAY CASE

The Government of President Lugo bears sole responsibility as the instigator and facilitator of the recent land invasions in the Ñacunday area. The lack of police response to these invasions of privately owned land by suspected carperos and landless farmers was but a part of that complicit behavior. 

President Lugo has used the armed forces to create an authentic state of panic in that entire region, violating property rights and invading residents’ lands on the pretext of marking the border exclusion strip. However, those undertakings were attended by leaders of the Carperos’ Association, who openly directed the work of the technicians and of the members of the armed forces, giving rise to countless complaints from the landowners and innumerable press stories dealing with the situation. 

And while those invasions were taking place, and while threats of additional ones were emerging in other departments of the Republic, President Lugo at all times kept his doors open to the leaders of the invasions – such as José Rodríguez, Victoriano López, Eulalio López, and others – giving the entire public a clear message about his unconditional support for those acts of violence and for the commission of crimes encouraged and carried out through those organizations. 

Fernando Lugo has placed the armed forces under the carperos, who have carried out all kinds of abuse, aggression, and attacks on private property, in full view of the security forces, who failed to act on account of the President of the Republic’s blatant complicity with the attackers. 

The members of this Chamber will recall what occurred when María Victoria Salinas Sosa, Mayor of Santa Rosa del Monday, fell victim to a violent attack by carperos, who beat and kicked her and destroyed the vehicle in which she was traveling. 

2.3. 
GROWING INSECURITY

President Lugo has been absolutely unable to develop a policy and programs to reduce the burgeoning public insecurity. 

During these four years of government, in spite of the significant financial resources provided by the National Congress to bolster the security forces, not only have the results been unsatisfactory, but there has been a clear indication of the Government’s unwillingness to combat the Paraguayan People’s Army, which has become, under the protection of the Government and with its complicity, the scourge of the inhabitants of the departments of Concepción and San Pedro. 

The different operations undertaken by the government, often with extensive media coverage, have yielded total failure as their only result. Never in history of this country has the National Police had so many victims cowardly killed by members of the EPP and, in spite of that, the complacent behavior of the President has continued unchanged. 

All the members of this Chamber of Deputies are aware of the ties that President Lugo has at all times maintained with groups of kidnappers, who were previously associated with the Free Homeland movement/party and whose military wing is today known as the EPP.

The costly operations deployed by the Government during the two states of emergency yielded no results whatsoever: on the contrary, they served only to strengthen this armed terrorist group through the discredit and humiliations suffered by the police and military forces assigned to the operation. 

President Lugo is responsible for this growing insecurity and he is also responsible for having kept for so long as his Minister of the Interior a person who is absolutely inept and incapable of holding that position. That incompetence, together with the unconcealed relationship of complicity between President Lugo and the leaders of the carperos’ association and other organizations that have played a major role in numerous land invasions and other kinds of attacks, is what encouraged and facilitated the regrettable incident in which 17 of our countrymen lost their lives, including six members of the National Police, cruelly murdered in cold blood by genuine criminals who have also incited and manipulated the local peasantry. 

After that day of tragedy, about which we fortunately have copious information and recordings that have been generously publicized by various press outlets, the President of the Republic has merely adopted one absolutely incorrect position in connection with the events. 

Fernando Lugo Méndez and several of his ministers, particularly Miguel López Perito and Esperanza Martínez, have tried to give equal treatment to the police officers who were cowardly murdered and to the perpetrators of those crimes. The right to make claims is enshrined in the Constitution, but no one is authorized to commit crimes under the pretext of asserting such claims, and much less to end the lives of unarmed members of the police. 

That same attitude was seen during the press conference held by Fernando Lugo in connection with the events at Morumbi, at which he did not even have the decency to promise to punish the murderers of those police officers, whose weapons the killers incited the peasantry to take in order to fight for their rights. 

President Fernando Lugo, through certain members of his cabinet and their accomplices who serve as leaders of the carperos and other peasant organizations, is encouraging and fomenting a social conflict of unpredictable dimensions and which, given his proven inability, he will later be unable to resolve. 

Personally, of course, I state my conviction that this path of crisis and armed social conflict is not the result of negligence or a simple lack of skill on the part of the President; rather, it is the direct objective he sought during his time as a bishop and that he now seeks to develop in order to pursue and consolidate his yearning for an authoritarian regime without freedoms, annihilating the freedom of the press and imposing the one-party solution upheld by the enemies of democracy and the adherents of 21st-century socialism. 

Fernando Lugo and his ministers must respect the right of all citizens, but it is unacceptable and inexplicable for them to place the criminals and their victims, the murderers and the police officers whom they cowardly killed, on an equal footing. 

While the families weep for their dead, Fernando Lugo is no doubt meeting with the leaders and instigators of the events of last Friday in Curuguaty and there is no possibility whatsoever of Fernando Lugo amending his actions, which have already cost dozens of our people their lives, the victims of the insecurity that he himself has undertaken and worked to create. 

 2.4. 
SECOND PROTOCOL OF USHUAIA 

This document is an ATTACK ON THE SOVEREIGNTY of the Republic of Paraguay and has been signed by President FERNANDO LUGO MENDEZ with the wicked purpose of securing support for his shameless march against the Republic’s institutional framework and democratic process. 

That document has already caused the Permanent Commission of the National Congress to issue a statement noting the lack of transparency in the procedure leading to the signature of the document and its contents; as a result, the executive branch of government has not submitted it to Congress for its appraisal and consideration. Under this document, our neighboring countries could cut off the Republic of Paraguay’s energy supply. 

The document – signed in Montevideo in December 2011, to replace the Protocol de Ushuaia (Democratic Charter of Mercosur) – has its origin in an earlier document that was presented to the Union of South American Nations (Unasur) and was drafted by the region’s presidents for their mutual protection. 

The main characteristic of the Second Protocol of Ushuaia is to identify the State with the person of the President so the presidents can, in the name of “defending democracy”, mutually defend each other.

2.5. 
CASE OF THE CURUGUATY MASSACRE 

The incidents that took place at Campos Morombi, Curuguaty, department of Canindeyú, have demonstrated the patent ineffectiveness, negligence, incompetence, and extemporization of this government led by President Fernando Lugo Méndez, which warrants impeachment by the Chamber of Deputies to the Senate for the poor performance of duty. 

Fernando Lugo now represents the depths of evil for the people of Paraguay, who are mourning the loss of innocent lives through the criminal negligence and apathy of the current President of the Republic, who, since assuming the leadership of the country, has governed by fomenting hatred among the Paraguayan people, the violent struggle of poor against rich, the taking of justice into one’s own hands, and the violation of the right of property, thereby constantly undermining the Constitution, the institutions of the Republic, and the rule of law.

There can be no doubt that political and criminal responsibility for the tragic events of June 15 of this year, which cost the lives of 17 Paraguayan citizens, police officers and peasants alike, lies with the President of the Republic, Fernando Lugo, who, through his failure to act and incompetence, caused those incidents that are known to us all and, as public facts of common knowledge, need not be established. 

The incident did not occur spontaneously: an ambush was set for the security forces – the premeditated outcome of a plan that was duly conceived, planned, and carried out through the complicity and inaction of the government of Fernando Lugo, who bears direct responsibility for the crisis that our beloved country now faces. 

Voices had already been raised in warning within this Honorable Chamber of Deputies: there were intimations of what has now become a reality – the loss of human lives. 

We can now claim that this was the goal that Fernando Lugo sought, that this was always the plan he had designed, with the sole aim of creating the conditions for social crisis and internal unrest that would justify an attack by President Fernando Lugo and his followers on the institutions of the Republic, in order to establish a regime contrary to our republican system. That unmeasured desire now causes us to lament the loss of human lives in numbers never before seen in the contemporary history of the Republic of Paraguay.

All the evidence, which is public, shows us that the events of last week were not the result of a circumstance caused by a random loss of control; on the contrary, they were a premeditated act in which the public security forces were ambushed by reason of the complicit stance of the President of the Republic, who must now not only be removed through impeachment, but also brought to justice for the facts that occurred, so as to serve as a lesson for those who hold public office in the future. 

These extremist groups – such as the self-styled Paraguayan People’s Army (EPP) or the poorly styled Carperos – have grown stronger with each passing day thanks to the incompetence and complacency of Fernando Lugo, who, instead of combating them as was his obligation, received and patronized them. There cannot be the slightest doubt that Fernando Lugo has strengthened these criminal groups, which now not only openly challenge and threaten honest citizens, but have also reached the lowest point to which a human being can fall: that of attacking the life of another. So uninterested is President Lugo in the rule of law and in human lives that, instead of correcting his course, he is holding his position and declaring that he will continue to meet with those criminals. 

Fernando Lugo bears direct responsibility for the days of mourning that our country now faces. Both he and his inept former Minister of the Interior, Carlos Filizzola, must answer to the public for the tragic events that transpired in the department of Canindeyú. 

They have no desire whatsoever to combat those manifestations of violence that have already caused such havoc within our society; for that reason we must discharge our constitutional duty and begin impeachment proceedings for the failed performance of a President of the Republic who, since assuming office, has urged the flouting of court orders for evictions and the promotion of judicial measures absent a trial between the parties and has provided provisions and tools to land invaders: those have been the defining features of the actions and temperament of this government.

3. 
EVIDENCE ON WHICH THE ACCUSATION IS BASED 

All the grounds referred to above are matters of public knowledge and so, in accordance with our legal system currently in force, they need not be established. 

4. 
CONCLUSION

The President of the Republic, Fernando Lugo Méndez, has discharged his duties poorly by performing the functions of his position inappropriately, negligently, and irresponsibly, bringing chaos and political instability to the entire Republic and thus creating constant confrontations and clashes between social classes, which ultimately resulted in a massacre between compatriots, an unprecedented development in our peacetime history since national independence.
The reason for his poor performance can be seen in his scornful attitude toward the law and toward the institutions of the Republic, undermining the foundations of the social rule of law enshrined in our Constitution. His complacent attitude makes him an accomplice through action and through omission in all the cases described above, on which this accusation is based. 

5. 
LAW

This accusation for the poor performance of functions is grounded pursuant to the terms of Article 225 of the National Constitution.

6. 
PETITION 

6.1. 
Patently, the administration of President Fernando Armindo Lugo Méndez has enormously harmed the supreme interests of the nation and, were it to continue, would gravely endanger the peaceful coexistence of the Paraguayan people and the currency of constitutional rights and guarantees; it is therefore more than justified that we bring this accusation against President Fernando Armindo Lugo Méndez for poor performance of duties before the Honorable Senate. 

6.2. 
Based on the arguments set out above, issue a resolution declaring President Fernando Armindo Lugo Méndez guilty and consequently removing him from the position he holds, in accordance with the terms of Article 225 of the National Constitution.

6.3. 
Consequently, refer the case file to the regular courts.
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