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RELEASE ISSUED BY THE SUPREME COURT OF ELECTORAL JUSTICE OF THE REPUBLIC OF PARAGUAY CONCERNING THE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL OF FORMER PRESIDENT FERNANDO ARMINDO LUGO MENDEZ, THE REPLACEMENT OF THE PRESIDENT, AND THE PERIOD PROVIDED FOR UNDER THE CONSTITUTION FOR ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT OF PARAGUAY
Supreme Court of Electoral Justice 

RELEASE

The Supreme Court of Electoral Justice, the highest decision-making body on electoral matters, declares as follows:

1. Pursuant to Interlocutory Decree No. 1533 dated June 25, 2012, issued by the Constitutional Chamber of the Supreme Court of Justice, the impeachment trial of former President Fernando Armindo Lugo Mendez is consistent with the provisions of Art. 225 of the Constitution, which empowers the Senate to try the President of the Republic in order to remove him from office. It is important to note that the president who was removed had publicly accepted being subjected to the impeachment proceedings, before it began, with all its consequences. Following announcement of the results, he stated that he accepted the decision of the Senate.

2. Mr. Luis Federico Franco Gomez was the Alianza Patriotica Para el Cambio (Lista 6) candidate for Vice President of the Republic and was so proclaimed by Agreement and Ruling No. 58/2008 of the Supreme Court of Electoral Justice.  Pursuant to Art. 230 of the Constitution and Art. 170 of the Electoral Code, the President and the Vice President of the Republic are elected together, on a single ballot.

3. The replacement of the president who was removed was conducted in accordance with Art. 234 of the Constitution. Mr. Luis Federico Franco Gomez is therefore the legitimate President of the Republic of Paraguay and should serve out the constitutional term of office that runs from 2008 to 2013.

4. The period for the election of the President and Vice President, enshrined in the Constitution, cannot be changed by the Electoral Justice Court. Internal elections of the political parties will be held between December 9, 2012 and January 20, 2013. General elections will be held on April 21, 2013. The election dates cannot be brought forward.

Asuncion, June 25, 2012
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Modesto Monges Pereira  [Other signatures that are illegible]
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