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Thank you, Mr Chairman, for giving me the floor. I have listened carefully to the interventions earlier this afternoon.  I will not repeat the statement of the United Kingdom Government’s position I made yesterday.  

A number of Permanent Representatives have called for bilateral talks between the United Kingdom and Ecuador.  I would like to emphasise that the United Kingdom continues to wish to work with Ecuador to bring this matter to an amicable and successful conclusion.
The United Kingdom government has to meet its legal obligations to extradite Mr Assange to Sweden.

Ecuador’s decision to grant asylum does not change that obligation

Mr Assange is required for questioning in Sweden with regard to allegations of sexual offences. The United Kingdom has to follow through on the requirements of the European Arrest Warrant, and Mr Assange has exhausted all options of appeal. 

We have worked in good faith with Ecuador, in private discussions, over the last 2 months, to clarify the situation and to find a mutually acceptable resolution. 

Ecuador’s decision to circulate what was a private speaking note has resulted in some points being misunderstood and taken out of context.  Allegations that the United Kingdom was ‘threatening Ecuador’ and was ‘about to storm the Embassy’ are without foundation. The United Kingdom at all times supports and respects the Vienna Convention. 

The United Kingdom believes that this is a bilateral matter between the United Kingdom and Ecuador and I reiterate the United Kingdom’s willingness to work with Ecuador to bring this matter to an amicable and successful conclusion.
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