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SPECIAL MEETING OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION
 OF AMERICAN STATES:  ITS PURPOSE, ACHIEVEMENTS, AND FUTURE

NOVEMBER 8, 2012
NOTE PREPARED BY THE CHAIR OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL
TO FACILITATE DIALOGUE 
Special Meeting of the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States on November 8, 2012 to reflect on the OAS:  Its purpose, achievements, and future

Note prepared by the Chair of the Permanent Council to facilitate dialogue
The establishment of the Organization of American States (OAS) in 1948 paved the way toward the institutionalization of the inter-American system that the countries of the Hemisphere had been developing since the 19th century, when the International Union of American Republics was founded. The OAS was constituted as a regional agency within the United Nations, as stated in Article 1 of its Charter, signed in Bogotá.

Six decades of major changes in the Americas and in the relations among our countries lead us to reflect on the role of the Organization today. This reflection must include an appreciation of the contributions that the OAS has made to the peoples of the Americas since it was founded. An additional consideration to be pondered at this meeting is the way in which the OAS complements the efforts of other mechanisms and regional organizations in the Americas. Although the OAS emerges in the post-war period as part of the United Nations System, the development of its mandates and a complex network of institutions established after 1948 means that the OAS must be envisaged within that context in order to identify the value-added that our Organization must continue to contribute.

One of the major achievements of the Organization has been the development of inter-American law, a rich heritage consisting of treaties on a series of issues of interest to the Americas. Numerous American treaties have established common principles, shared by the member states. In addition to the above, there are soft law instruments that constitute binding benchmarks for the Organization's work such as the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the Declaration on Security in the Americas, or the Social Charter of the Americas recently adopted by the General Assembly in Cochabamba, Bolivia.

The purposes and principles set forth in the OAS Charter remain valid, but the challenges of the 21st century oblige us to reflect on the current scope of those purposes and principles. A concern shared by all the member states is how to make the Organization more efficient, identifying the areas in which it can continue to contribute to the promotion of human rights, the defense of democracy, international cooperation for development, and multidimensional security.  Today, the Permanent Council is discussing various formulas for adapting the Organization to changing circumstances and contexts, while bearing in mind that, even though resources are limited, there are mandates assigned by its principal organs that reflect the aspirations of the member states. 

The Permanent Council will devote one of its meetings to an initial reflection on the purpose, achievements, and future of the OAS. In the first part of the meeting, the panelists and the delegations will be able to engage in dialogue regarding the challenges facing the OAS in the 21st century and its relations with American mechanisms and organizations.  In the second part, there will be a chance to exchange ideas on the Organization's work in international cooperation for development, multi-dimensional security, the promotion of democracy, and human rights.  In particular, an effort will be made to examine the part the OAS can play to advance those objectives with the regulatory and institutional resources at its disposal.

Hopefully, the special meeting of the Permanent Council will provide an opportunity to consider, albeit grosso modo, elements of the current context in which the Organization goes about its work. Based on an initial diagnostic assessment, some ideas can be put forward as to how the OAS could execute its mandates more efficiently and thereby be of greater benefit to its member states.

If the delegations deem it useful, this could be the start of a process of reflection by the member states that induces them to conduct an indispensable dialogue on strengthening the Organization by focusing on its principal objectives and the priorities stemming from them.
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