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NOTE FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION OF GUATEMALA TO THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES, FORWARDING A NOTE VERBALE DATED FEBRUARY 8, 2013, SENT BY THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF GUATEMALA IN RESPONSE TO DIPLOMATIC NOTE NO. 77, REF. FA/I/4/13 (47) FROM THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF BELIZE, DATED FEBRUARY 7, 2013

PERMANENT MISSION OF GUATEMALA

TO THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
M12-OEA-F.6.1 No. 162-2013

The Permanent Mission of Guatemala to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States and has the honor to forward herewith a Note Verbale dated this past February 8, which was sent by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Guatemala in reply to Diplomat Note No. 77, Rev.: FA/I/4/13 (47) from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Belize, dated February 7, 2013, addressed to the General Secretariat.

As requested in the body of the attached note, the Permanent Mission of Guatemala to the Organization of American States respectfully requests that this communication and its attachments be distributed to all the member states of the Organization.

The Permanent Mission of Guatemala to the Organization of American States avails itself this opportunity to convey to the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States renewed assurances of its highest consideration.
Washington, D.C., February 11, 2013

To the

General Secretariat

Organization of American States Washington DC

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
GUATEMALA, C.A.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Guatemala presents its compliments to the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS), and has the honor to refer to the note verbale dated February 7, 2013, sent by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Belize, reference FA/I/4/13 (47) NOTE NO. 77, in which reference is made to the map of Central America that was included by the Government of Guatemala in a video to promote the upcoming session of the General Assembly in the city of Antigua, Guatemala, next June, and to that end states as follows:

The Government of Belize is protesting because the map presents Central America and Mexico in blue, but Belize and Guatemala that are in yellow, giving, in its opinion, the impression that is it a single country. Belize, however, does not take into consideration that the map has a red dotted line  separating the territory of Belize, which line has been used by Guatemala on its official map to illustrate that there is a "Territorial, Insular, and Maritime Differendum" pending settlement.

Over many years, the Government of Guatemala has demonstrated its friendship and goodwill towards Belize, through concrete deeds and positive actions that have enriched bilateral relations. It therefore regrets the unilateral statements against the Confidence-Building Measures that have existed between the two countries since 2000 and the "Special Agreement Between Guatemala and Belize to Submit Guatemala's Territorial, Insular and Maritime Claim  to the International Court of Justice," the latter negotiated and signed under the auspices of the Organization of American States.

As long as Guatemala's differendum is not settled through any of the dispute settlement mechanisms established under international law, the dispute will remain and Guatemala will continue to hold positions in keeping with the defense of its sovereignty. Accordingly, the map of Guatemala reflects the position of the Government of Guatemala that there is a pending "territorial, insular, and maritime differendum" to be settled.

The Government of Guatemala rejects the protest lodged by the Government of Belize and believes that both states should maintain, deepen, and strengthen their bilateral relations and settle the age-old territorial, insular, and maritime differendum.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs respectfully requests that the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States circulate this diplomatic note to the member states of the Organization.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Guatemala avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States the renewed assurances of its highest consideration.
Guatemala City, February 8, 2013

To the

General Secretariat of the Organization of American States, Washington, D.C.

c.c:
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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