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The Permanent Mission of Mexico to the Organization of American States (OAS) presents its compliments to the Secretariat of the OAS Permanent Council and would like to refer to resolution AG/RES. 2735 (XLII-O/12), “Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach,” whereunder the Council has launched a dialogue to commemorate the tenth anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas (DSA).


Accordingly, the Mission is conveying to the Secretariat, enclosed herewith, the survey “Key Questions for the Dialogue on the Tenth Anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas.” The chief aim of this document is to support the participation of the member countries at each of the Council’s two thematic meetings scheduled for the purpose, by means of specific questions, according to how each country best sees fit. It should be noted that this survey is only a reference point for the method to be adopted and is not intended to replace any other OAS document or report for conveying progress with the implementation of the DSA.


The Permanent Mission of Mexico to the Organization of American States (OAS) avails itself of this opportunity to reassure the Secretariat of the Permanent Council of its highest consideration. 

Washington, D.C., May 1, 2013

Secretariat of the Permanent Council 

Organization of American States 

Washington, D.C.

Information Document presented by the Permanent Mission of Mexico
Survey:

“Key Questions for the Dialogue on the Tenth Anniversary
of the Declaration on Security in the Americas”
Survey:
“Key Questions for the Dialogue on the Tenth Anniversary
of the Declaration on Security in the Americas”

The celebration of ten years since the adoption of the Declaration on Security in the Americas is a cause for great satisfaction for the members of the Organization of American States, in that it celebrates not only a significant date, but also a qualitative step forward by the Hemisphere in adopting, by consensus, the concept of multidimensional security, which includes traditional and new threats, concerns, and other challenges to the security of the countries of the Americas and also reflects the security priorities of each state. 

In compliance with the mandate of the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States, contained in AG/RES. 2735 (XLII-O/12), “Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach,” the Permanent Council is to organize a dialogue on the effectiveness of the application of the Declaration on Security in the Americas, in order to analyze and enhance progress by the member states, organs, agencies, entities, and mechanisms of the OAS in implementing it, in commemoration of the 10th anniversary of its adoption.

The Government of Mexico presented the “Proposed Methodology for the Dialogue on the Effectiveness of the Application of the Declaration on Security in the Americas,” which includes three meetings of the OAS Permanent Council to be held on May 1, June 19, and July 17, 2013.

In order to assist the delegations’ participation in this dialogue, we are submitting for the member states’ consideration a series of questions intended to reveal the impact that the Declaration on Security in the Americas has had in the OAS member states over the ten years since its adoption, to assist in analyzing the progress made and results obtained so far with implementation, and to examine how they have been turned into tools for meeting the challenges facing our countries’ security.

The survey document is divided into two sections, to be dealt with at the forthcoming meetings of the OAS Permanent Council on June 19 and July 17, respectively. These are intended to identify states’ cooperation needs that the organs and entities of the OAS are in a position to cover, and to strengthen their security strategies and priorities for action. In general terms, the document seeks to gather elements that will enable the member states and the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS to share their experiences with and progress made in implementing the Declaration on Security in the Americas.

At the meeting of the Permanent Council scheduled for June 19, 2013, the member states, organs, and entities of the OAS are to participate in the dialogue by sharing their views on and general experiences with the Declaration on Security in the Americas, with an emphasis on traditional threats and their relationship with emerging threats.

At the third meeting of the Permanent Council, dedicated to a dialogue on the effectiveness of the Declaration and scheduled for July 17, 2013, the member states, organs, and entities of the OAS will be invited to share their views of and experiences with new security challenges and current trends for addressing them. 

Key questions:

I. General experiences with the Declaration on Security in the Americas: traditional threats and their relationship to emerging threats (PC, June 19, 2013)

1. How has the concept of multidimensional security contributed to the security architecture in the Hemisphere?

2. In what way are your country’s security threats, concerns, and other challenges reflected in the Declaration on Security in the Americas?

3. Has your country’s adoption of the multidimensional approach to security led to the creation of new security institutions or agencies in your country? Please identify them and explain how they work. 

4. Do you believe that traditional threats to security currently pose a latent threat to your country’s security? Why? 

5. Do you believe your country pays equal attention to traditional threats and emerging threats? 

6. How has the Declaration on Security in the Americas contributed to the consolidation of peace, integral development, cooperation, or democratic strengthening in your country?

7. What progress has your country made in incorporating gender awareness into security-related policies, programs, and activities? 

II. Views of and experiences with new security challenges and current trends for addressing them (PC, July 17, 2013)

1. Under this new concept of multidimensional security, has your country succeeded in identifying its national security priorities? Please describe your country’s five main national security priorities.

2. Under the Declaration on Security in the Americas, has your country defined strategies, plans, and actions for meeting threats and challenges? Please describe the most important of these. 

3. In implementing the Declaration on Security in the Americas, has your country has received cooperation from the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS? Please describe those experiences.

4. Does your country need international cooperation to improve its implementation of the Declaration on Security in the Americas? Please identify the main areas of cooperation that your country needs.

5. Do you believe the Declaration on Security in the Americas covers your country’s current security threats, concerns, and challenges? 

6. Do you think the Hemisphere is currently facing threats that are not identified in the Declaration on Security in the Americas? If so, please identify those threats and your proposal for dealing with them. 

7. Do you believe the OAS has a suitable institutional architecture for addressing all the threats to security in the Americas? How would you improve the functioning of that that already exists?
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