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The Ambassador, Permanent Observer
No. 39 /2013

Washington, D.C., May 15, 2013

Excellency:


I have the honor to address Your Excellency to inform you that the order of business of today’s Permanent Council meeting did not allow me to ask for the floor at the end of the item “Other business.”

I am therefore taking the liberty of sending you the text of the statement I intended to make on my country’s commemoration, on May 10, of the anniversary of the French Republic’s abolition of slavery. As this is a matter of interest to all countries, I would ask that the text be circulated to all member states and referenced in the minutes of the Council.

Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.


Pierre Henri Guignard
His Excellency

Ambassador Arturo Ulises Vallarino B.

Permanent Representative of Panama

Chair of the Permanent Council

Organization of American States 

Washington, D.C.
Permanent Council
May 15, 2013

Statement by the Permanent Observer of France

For the first time, on May 10, 2001, the French Republic acknowledged the reality of slavery and deemed it a crime against humanity.
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Last week, President François HOLLANDE took part personally in a ceremony marking the National Day of Remembrance of the Slave Trade, Slavery and Their Abolition. Referring in particular to Toussaint LOUVERTURE and Victor SCHOELCHER, the President of the Republic recalled those who had fought to abolish slavery. “Freedom,” the President said, “is not a gift of nature or a right of civilization; it is a learning process, a conquest to be made every day, a victory that is never achieved. In short, freedom is a responsibility that both peoples and human beings must know how to deserve and must continue to fight for, on behalf of progress and humankind but also as a show of solidarity with the world.”
Mr. Chair:  Many people across the world are still victims of trafficking and the worst forms of exploitation.
France, which is aware of its history and looks at it straight on without erasing anything to go beyond it, is especially committed to the struggle against these modern forms of slavery. It calls, in particular, for universal ratification of the Additional Protocol to the Palermo Convention, which it signed in 2000 and ratified in 2002, whose purpose is to prevent, suppress, and punish trafficking in persons and implement instruments for fighting these crimes.
France supports the Global Initiative to Fight Human Trafficking, which consolidates and coordinates the actions of international organizations, as well as the United Nations Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons, launched in 2010, which has established assistance funds for victims.
France is also a party to the various International Labour Organization conventions on forced labor and to the International Convention on the Rights of the Child, which has a protocol on trafficking in children.
Representatives:  Allow me to close with another quote from President HOLLANDE: “It is our responsibility once again to give our memories a future, to focus more on tomorrow than on yesterday.”
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