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NOTE FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION OF PARAGUAY
REQUESTING THE INCLUSION OF A PRESENTATION BY THE DIRECTOR OF THE RECYCLED INSTRUMENTS ORCHESTRA OF PARAGUAY ON THE ORDER OF BUSINESS OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL 
SCHEDULED FOR AUGUST 28, 2013

Two-hundredth Anniversary of the Proclamation of the Republic
PERMANENT MISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF PARAGUAY
TO THE
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C.
No. 628-13/MPP/OEA


The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Paraguay to the Organization of American States (OAS) presents its compliments to the Honorable Chair of the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States (OAS) and wishes to request the inclusion on the order of business of the regular meeting scheduled for Wednesday, August 28, 2013 of an opportunity for Mr. Favio Chávez, Director of the Recycled Instruments Orchestra of Paraguay, to address the Council and share his experience with the delegations.

The Recycled Instruments Orchestra of Paraguay is an initiative that arose out of a social development program in Paraguay aimed at enabling low-income youth to have access to a musical education and to values imparted through music. For such youth, the orchestra provides a glimpse of hope that they can transform their lives and escape the dangers posed by drugs and gangs through an example that can be replicated in other countries in the Hemisphere, thereby fulfilling one of the objectives of the Organization, namely to promote the development of the peoples of the Americas through culture.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Paraguay to the Organization of American States (OAS) avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the Honorable Chair of the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States (OAS) renewed assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., August 22, 2013

To the

Chair of the Permanent Council,

Organization of American States (OAS)

Washington, D.C. – United States of America

Recycled Instruments Orchestra

In Asunción, Paraguay, a group of musically talented children and youths are making history by breathing life into an orchestra of instruments made entirely of recycled trash. It is a project that believes in the potential and dreams of children whose families live in Cateura and who collect and recycle garbage. The orchestra’s repertoire ranges from symphonies by Beethoven and Mozart to Frank Sinatra, the Beatles, cumbia, and Paraguayan polkas, as well as other types of music.
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The group known as the Recycled Instruments Orchestra of Cateura began playing a little more than one year ago, after intense community work, and has even given concerts abroad, most notably in the Museum of Musical Instruments in Phoenix, Arizona, in the United States, toward the end of 2012.

The place sponsoring this project is called Cateura, which is basically built on a landfill on the southern outskirts of Asunción, where some 25,000 people live off the recycling of refuse, which they transform into merchandise.

The initiative dates back five years, when Argentine maestro Favio Chávez, decided to teach the children living near the Cateura landfill how to play musical instruments. For lack of funds, in order to make musical instruments they turned to help from the local inhabitants who earn a living from collecting and recycling trash. In the years that followed, that initial idea blossomed into a whole orchestra of recycled instruments, breathing new life into a community, whose children and youths run the risk of being ensnared by drugs and gangs.

It was the first experiment in a project known as “Sounds of the Earth,” a social transformation program aimed at providing access to a musical education and, above all, imparting values through music. Throughout Paraguay, more than 10,000 children from low-income backgrounds have received musical training through a number of different associations.

A variety of instruments have been made, including saxophones made of the galvanized piping used in houses, guitars made of cans, and cellos made of metal drums. The orchestra offers a glimpse of hope for its young members and encourages them to transform their lives.
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