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PRESENTATION BY THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF EL SALVADOR,
AMBASSADOR JOAQUIN MAZA MARTELLI, TO THE PERMANENT COUNCIL ON THE OCCASION OF THE COMMEMORATION OF INTERNATIONAL DAY OF DEMOCRACY
Regular meeting held on September 20, 2013
PERMANENT MISSION OF EL SALVADOR
TO THE 
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

The delegation of El Salvador would like to thank the Chair of the Permanent Council for the inclusion of the item “Commemoration of International Day of Democracy” on the order of business of this regular meeting.
· United Nations General Assembly resolution 62/7, adopted in November 2007, invites regional organizations to mark this event on September 15 of each year and to share their experiences in promoting democracy, something which the OAS has done on several occasions, including, for example, with the African Union in the framework of the Declaration of Intent signed by the AU Commission and the OAS General Secretariat.
· That United Nations resolution reaffirms that democracy is a universal value based on the freely expressed will of people to determine their own political, economic, social, and cultural systems and their full participation in all aspects of their lives.
· The idea of universal value and participation are two themes that I would like to underscore on behalf of the Presidency of the Community of Democracies, which El Salvador currently occupies. Thus, as Article 2 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter recognizes (and I quote),
“Representative democracy is strengthened and deepened by permanent, ethical, and responsible participation of the citizenry within a legal framework conforming to the respective constitutional order.”
· That postulate is framed by convictions, practices, guidelines and actions that, in dynamic equilibrium, are underpinned by the core elements and fundamental components of democracy, as a daily creed to be adopted and absorbed as a collective reflex and a shaper of identity.
Mr. Chairman, Representatives:

It is worth remembering that, as a model of multilateral participation, the initiative that gave birth to the Community of Democracies, which comprises the majority of the OAS member states as well as other nations, came about in 2000 in the form of a determined joint effort to promote and strengthen democracy, while recognizing different levels of development within a context of due respect for the internal affairs of states.

The Community of Democracies recognizes the common benefits that the democratic process offers for sustaining economic growth and successfully tackling the processes of development.

Cooperation and exchange of best practices among democracies are, therefore, imperative in the political, economic, social, and cultural realities of our peoples.

By doing so we will succeed in systematizing guidelines, principles, lines of action, and practices in the area of participation, enabling the benefits of democracy to be effectively felt in the economic and social spheres as our countries address the challenges facing them.

In light of the foregoing, during its term as President of the Community of Democracies, El Salvador will center on the twin themes of “Democracy and Development,” which frame initiatives on inclusion and social development, youth, civic-mindedness, civil society, and democracy.

It is for those reasons that we in the Permanent Council support this initiative; after all, it is a consequence of the respect we all feel for the democratic values that are part of our countries' common historical heritage.
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Thank you very much.
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