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Regular meeting held on September 20, 2013

STATEMENT BY AMBASSADEUR DULY BRUTUS
ON THE OCCASION OF THE COMMEMORATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL DAY
OF DEMOCRACY
I would like to begin by thanking the Permanent Mission of the United States of America for bringing the commemoration of the International Day of Democracy to the attention of the Permanent Council. It is indeed an opportunity to pay tribute to the efforts and progress made by all countries in the region with regard to democratization and advancement of the rule of law.

Commemoration of the International Day of Democracy deserves to figure prominently on our agenda. On the one hand, it reminds us that democracy is an ongoing and never-ending project.  As such, it requires tireless vigilance on the part of the institutions promoting it. At the same time, this is a day for focusing on and evaluating the actions we undertake to strengthen democracy in the region.

The theme in this year's commemoration is "Letting the voices of democracy be better heard." That motto implies that there can be no democracy without freedom of expression, be it in the form of votes cast in elections or freedom to speak out. That leads us to ponder the importance of debate between opposing points of view and of the alternation of parties in power in any democratic system.

This year's theme is especially significant for Haiti. Indeed, thanks to the support of our longstanding friends and the convergence of efforts to support us within the OAS, the alternation of parties in power is now solidly embodied in Haitian democracy. In that sense, allow me to commend the work of the member states of the Organization which, for the past ten years, have committed to helping Haiti boost its democratic institutions.

Today we in Haiti are proud to have a dynamic and combative civil society striving day after day to ensure the protection and observance of ample freedom of expression in the country.  That is why we believe it is essential to encourage the OAS to continue to support the strengthening of democracy in Haiti.

From that standpoint, our mission has always regarded the OAS as the forum par excellence for facilitating political debate in the Americas, where all leaders are democratically elected by their people. In our opinion, that phenomenon makes it easier to forge a geographical region likely to contribute to stability, peace, and economic and social progress in the world.

This "democratic health" leads us to conclude that there is only one true panacea capable of guaranteeing the sovereignty of peoples, namely democracy. Moreover, the Inter-American Democratic Charter voices and reinforces that conviction with its key principles of the self-determination of peoples, respect for the people's vote, human rights, and so on.

We therefore steadfastly believe in the positive repercussions of democracy for all countries, with respect to both sovereignty and human rights and economic progress. Nowadays, all the countries in the region are freely developing economic ties. As economist and philosopher Amartya Sen proclaims in her book "Development as Freedom," democracy must be regarded as the quintessential condition for development in our different societies.

To conclude, while recognizing the undeniable advances of democracy in the region, we consider that it is essential to embark on a discussion within this Organization on the links and interdependence of democracy and economic and social development. We need to acknowledge that, despite all our efforts, there is still not enough economic debate in the region and, above all, that there is a lack of vision as to how democracy can and must be woven into the demands for economic progress. Our Organization still has to come up with answers to such pressing and inescapable questions as:  What can we do together to fight poverty?  What can we do together to pursue economic growth while consolidating our democratic achievements?
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