- 2 -


[image: image1.emf]      PERMANENT   COUNCIL  

OEA/Ser.G
CP/INF.6815/13
6 November 2013
Original: Spanish
REPORT ON THE XXIII IBERO-AMERICAN SUMMIT OF HEADS OF STATE
 AND GOVERNMENT, PRESENTED BY THE PERMANENT RESPRESENTATIVE OF PANAMA TO THE OAS, AMBASSADOR ARTURO VALLARINO, DURING THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL ON NOVEMBER 6, 2013
Report on the XXIII Ibero-American Summit of
Heads of State and Government
Distinguished Chair,
Mr. Secretary General,
Assistant Secretary General,
Ambassadors, Permanent Representatives,
Acting representatives

Panama City hosted the XXIII Ibero-American Summit of Heads of State and Government entitled "“The political, economic, social and cultural role of the Ibero-American Community within a new global context.”

The Summit was held in the midst of a vast transformation of the global economy in which the Ibero-American Community has an important part to play.

It also took place in the context of the 500th anniversary of the sighting in Panama of the Pacific Ocean, an event that extended frontiers and established the destiny of the Isthmus of Panama as the international logistical center and axis of global trade and communications.

Key issues were debated at the Summit and are reflected in its Final Declaration.

The Declaration of Panama refers to recognition of the Ibero-American Conference as a dialogue for consensus-building and cooperation of the Iberian countries in the quest for a transformation of our society in which our communities play an important part in economic growth and sustainable development. The pillars of that dialogue are good governance, social inclusion, and justice as the bases for the general well-being of our peoples.

The Summit's principal objective was to ensure that such a transformation will come about by focusing our efforts on the political, economic, social, and cultural spheres.

On the political front, among other agreements reached at the XXIII Summit, it was decided to strengthen dialogue on issues pertaining to the international agenda, by ensuring joint attendance at multilateral forums so as to counter, with a united front, unilateral measures that violate the principles of international law, sovereignty, and self-determination. 

On the economic front, it was decided to step up efforts to promote countries' participation in economic development with social inclusion and institutional reform aimed at achieving compliance with financial standards, thereby contributing to the stability and reform of the international financial system. The idea is to take concrete steps to achieve better international practices and greater transparency in the management of financial flows.

Also on the economic front, it was agreed in the Declaration to "consolidate the progress made in South-South cooperation and triangular cooperation, by promoting international humanitarian assistance as a manifestation of solidarity."


On the social front, the Ibero-American Heads of State and Government agreed to promote policies to combat hunger and poverty, reduce inequalities, and strengthen social cohesion in the context of the Agenda for Development post 2015, and to promote policies to address the issues of extreme poverty and chronic child malnutrition, and to support the most vulnerable groups in society, including persons with disabilities.  

On the cultural front, it was agreed to boost the Ibero-American Cultural Charter and its Plan of Action aimed at putting together a concrete Work Program and consolidating the Ibero-American Cultural Space.

The Heads of State also called for more public and private investment to strengthen culture production chains, establish a more competitive common market of Ibero-American culture, and promote mechanisms for cultural cooperation, training, and the protection of copyright.

This Twenty-Third Summit was about achieving a new approach to cooperation, directed at the development of small and micro-enterprises and at advancing "education, science, technology, and research."

In addition to issuing the Declaration of Panama, the Summit also welcomed the various communiques put out by a number of countries, including Panama's, which refers to initiatives by Ibero-American governments to support the establishment of a Network linking Ibero-American Governments with civil society organizations.

Mr. Chairman, for the sake of brevity, let me highlight just some of those communiques.

Notable were: the special communique on the need to put an end to the economic, trade, and financial blockade of Cuba, including implementation of the so-called Helms-Burton law; 

The special communique on the question of the Malvinas Islands calling for a resumption of negotiations aimed at reaching a peaceful settlement of the dispute between Argentina and the United Kingdom, including a new paragraph in the communique on the attitude and willingness of the Argentine Government to achieve a negotiated settlement of this colonial situation on American soil;

The special communique on the High-level Plenary Meeting of the  United Nations General Assembly, known as the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples, to be held in New York on September 22 and 23, 2014; 

The special communique on the Use of Spanish in Multilateral Organizations; 

The special communique on efforts to Combat Terrorism in All Its Forms and Manifestations;

The communique presented by Bolivia on 2013 as the International Year of Quinoa;
The special communique on the Peace Talks between the Government of Colombia and the FARC, which voices support for those talks as a contribution to peace in the region; and  

The communique on New Approaches to Drug Policy, presented by Guatemala. 

As for the decision arrived at by the Heads of State and Government regarding the current renewal of the Ibero-American Conferences, that has to do with new strategies and instruments tailored to the region's circumstances and needs, which have changed radically since the Summits began over two decades ago.
It was agreed to hold the Ibero-American Summits of Heads of State and Government every other year, rather than every year, to allow time for renewal in between.
I would also like to report that the Sixth International Congress of the Spanish Language took place at practically the same time as the Ibero-American Summit. Held over four days, it brought together distinguished writers and academics from Ibero-American Humanities Faculties, as well as representatives of the Spanish royal family and Peruvian Nobel Prize winning author, Mario Vargas Llosa.
This great Congress of the Spanish Language was inaugurated by Prince Felipe de Borbón and its motto was "Spanish in books:  from the Atlantic to the South Seas."
In his remarks, the Prince of Asturias commented that “a good reader is one that is willing to dialogue; consequently, he or she is open-minded and ready to engage in a reasoned discussion of public affairs and social problems."
One important activity in the framework of the Twenty-Third Ibero-American Summit was the official launching of the report entitled "Latin American Economic Outlook 2014: Logistics and Competitiveness for Development ," published jointly by the OECD Development Centre, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), and the Development Bank of Latin America (CAF).
This report examines the principal challenges in the region for improving logistics performance, the importance of logistics for increasing labor productivity and fostering trade and regional integrations, and comprehensive strategies for addressing logistics gaps in the short, medium, and long term.
In addition to all of the above, 200 Ibero-American entrepreneurs met in Panama for the Ninth Ibero-American Business Forum. The central theme was public-private partnership as the basis for Latin American integration.
Participants in the Business Forum agreed that the meeting in Panama constituted an historic opportunity to forge a regional partnership for a united, strong, and competitive Ibero-America.
As Prince Felipe said at the inauguration, "Latin America is a region on the rise and destined to play a role as regional actor."  "Integration and regionalization are the answer," he commented, adding that the Pacific Alliance, in which Spain has observer status, was a great success. 
It was emphasized at the Business Forum that the European Union is Latin America's second largest trading partners and that Spain's trade ties with the region have doubled as a result of considerable Spanish investment.
Another event worth citing in the framework of the Summit was the official inauguration of the Ibero-American Cooperation Channel during the Twenty-Third Ibero-American Summit in Panama. It transmitted the tenth Educational Cooperation with Ibero-America day seminar on Special Education and Educational Inclusion, held in Santa Cruz, Bolivia.
Mr. Chairman, in addition to the activities I have mentioned, the new headquarters of the Latin American Parliament, PARLATINO, were inaugurated in Panama City.
During the inauguration of PARLATINO's impressive new home, speakers lauded the integration efforts and fruitful series of joint causes and actions undertaken by the nations of Latin America.
Yet another event held in connection with the Summit was the 2nd Ibero-American Communication Forum, which was attended by executives and journalists of the region's most prestigious media.
In the Forum entitled: "The media as an ally for development in Ibero-America," speakers described the contributions and outreach of the mass media in promoting culture, new technologies, and defense of the Spanish language.
Young people also had a part to play in the framework of the XXIII Ibero-American Summit.  Some 250 young people from 25 Ibero-American countries took part in the Seventh Ibero-American Avant-Garde Forum, organized in the awareness that our youth are key to the progress of nations and to debating and fostering ways to forge the integration of the Ibero-American region.
Finally, referring to the Summit, the Ibero-American Secretary, Enrique Iglesias, said that the Twenty-Third Summit had been convened for the important purpose of streamlining its role as a mechanism for consultation and that that goal had been achieved in Panama.
He said that in that process of modernizing this mechanism for dialogue it had been important to prioritize four aspects:  culture, social cohesion, knowledge of the economy, and innovation.
Mr. Chairman, allow me also to cite the words of President Ricardo Martinelli, who said that "Panama is pleased with the success of the Twenty-Third Summit, which has turned the country into this year's capital of Ibero-America."
In concluding my remarks, I would like to wish the United Mexican States every success with preparations for the next Ibero-American Summit and with discharging its responsibility to continue implementing the reform and renewal of our Ibero-American community.
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