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REMARKS BY THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF MEXICO TO THE OAS,

AMBASSADOR EMILIO RABASA, AT THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE
PERMANENT COUNCIL HELD ON OCTOBER 28, 2013, TO COMMEMORATE
 THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ADOPTION OF THE 
DECLARATION ON SECURITY IN THE AMERICAS

TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DECLARATION ON SECURITY IN THE AMERICAS
REMARKS BY THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF MEXICO,
AMBASSADOR EMILIO RABASA
In commemorating the tenth anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas, the member states recognized its invaluable contributions to the construction of a new security architecture in the Hemisphere based on a multidimensional approach, as well as to the strengthening and promotion of peace in the region. They reiterated the relevance and validity of the Declaration in addition to the need to bring about its full implementation. 
The commemoration, on October 28, 2013, of a decade of existence of the Declaration on Security in the Americas provided a fitting occasion for highlighting and examining the link between security and social development. The exchange of ideas, experiences, approaches, and proposals among those taking part enriched the discussions and produced the following conclusions:
1. The need to strengthen hemispheric cooperation for developing comprehensive security strategies and policies that take into account the link between security and social development, with a view to building climates that are conducive to security, as a commitment to be assumed by states. In that regard, the importance of dialogue was noted and the existence recognized in the region of successful experiences and good practices that feed the search for common solutions that everyone should be aware of and which those attending this event should share.
2. In drafting or strengthening such comprehensive strategies, the utmost attention should consistently be given to the multidimensional security approach, societal participation, gender equality, human dignity, and full observance of human rights as crosscutting core components.
3. The security of states is strengthened when we enhance its human dimension. It is necessary, therefore, to promote just and fair economic and social development that encourages, in particular, social inclusion; education and culture; employment; environmental conservation; the fight against poverty (particularly hunger), discrimination (especially of vulnerable groups, such as migrants, children, and indigenous peoples), disease, and hunger; and egalitarian access to information and communication technologies.
4. States should strengthen institutional coordination mechanisms and measures in order to effectively confront extreme poverty, inequity, and social exclusion. Their efforts should be buttressed by international cooperation and coordinated actions on the part of international financial institutions, including access to financing.
5. From the point of view of social and economic development, it was recommended that preventive measures be promoted that seek to break the cycle of inequality, exclusion, and poverty. It was also suggested that programs be implemented to stimulate and support the creation of enterprises and salaried employment, especially among the young, as well as to promote formal trade.
6. Mention was made of the fact that the multidimensional security approach acknowledges the individual challenges that each state and subregion face. It was also noted that, apart from traditional issues, our region's countries face new, critically important challenges, such as climate change. Accordingly, it was recommended that mechanisms be promoted by which to strengthen preventive, response, logistical, and operational capabilities for dealing with emergencies and natural disasters.
7. It was highlighted that one factor that should be included on the new security agenda is equal opportunity among men and women as well as full participation for both in decision-making.  It was recommended to promote the identification, design, and implementation of specific, well-founded policies, programs, and activities on the incidence, causes, costs, and consequences of violence against women, with a view to changing daily practices in order to foster observance of human rights and gender equality.

8. It was reaffirmed that security is a public good, not a private one, and that responsibility for ensuring it rests with the State. That said, a security-conducive climate is task that should involve all actors in society, and it was recommended, therefore, to promote citizen participation and strengthen democratic institutions, particularly those involved in the administration of justice, with the aim of creating safer environments for our populations.
9. It was proposed that institutional coordination and cooperation be strengthened in order to revitalize and bolster the organs, institutions, and mechanisms of the inter-American system, so as to improve the capacity of states in the Hemisphere to confront security challenges. 
10. A future security agenda anchored in human development, in terms of inclusion and social development, entails combating not only poverty, but also injustice Inequality, it was noted, conspires against development and security. It is imperative, therefore, without neglecting the crime prevention and eradication dimensions, to lay the foundations for social pacts for equality that could act as seedbeds for constructing citizens committed to the rule of law and a culture of peace and security. 
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