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THE SITUATION IN NICARAGUA
/
(Adopted by the Permanent Council at its special meeting, held on July 18, 2018)
THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES, 

BEARING IN MIND the principles enshrined in the Charter of the Organization of American States, the Inter-American Democratic Charter, and the American Declaration on the Rights and Duties of Man, of which Nicaragua is a State party;
REAFFIRMING declaration AG/DEC. 97 (XLIII-O/18), adopted by the OAS General Assembly on June 5, 2018;
TAKING NOTE of the Central American Integration System’s (SICA) “Special Declaration on Nicaragua” of 30 June, 2018; and
NOTING with deep concern the situation confirmed by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) in the final report on its visit to Nicaragua, from May 17 to 21, 2018, titled “Gross Human Rights Violations in the Context of Social Protests in Nicaragua” and presented to the Permanent Council on June 22 and  July 11, 2018,
RESOLVES:
1. To reiterate its vigorous condemnation of and grave concern over all acts of violence, repression, and human rights violations and abuses committed by police, parapolice groups, and others against the people of Nicaragua, as documented by the IACHR; to encourage that steps be taken to identify the individuals responsible, through the corresponding legal procedures; and to demand that parapolice groups be disbanded.
2. To also condemn attacks on the clergy, the harassment of Roman Catholic bishops engaged in the National Dialogue process, and the acts of violence at the National Autonomous University of Nicaragua (UNAN), the headquarters of CARITAS, and against other peaceful protesters. 

3. To urge the Government of Nicaragua and all the parties to participate actively and in good faith in the National Dialogue as a mechanism to generate peaceful and sustainable solutions to the situation unfolding in Nicaragua, and for the strengthening of democracy in that country.
To call on the Government of Nicaragua to consider all options to achieve this objective, to collaborate in the effective pursuit of efforts to strengthen democratic institutions in Nicaragua through the implementation of the recommendations of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission, and to support an electoral calendar jointly agreed to in the context of the National Dialogue process.

4. To support the recently established Interdisciplinary Group of Independent Experts (GIEI) to investigate the acts of violence which have been taking place in the country, as documented by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), as well as the Special Follow-up Mechanism for Nicaragua (MESENI) and the initiative to strengthen democratic institutions advanced by the OAS General Secretariat, and to urge the Government of Nicaragua to provide the conditions necessary to allow these groups to fulfill their duties.
5. To reiterate the willingness of the Permanent Council to collaborate and consider all possible measures and mechanisms it deems appropriate to find a peaceful solution to the situation faced by Nicaragua, as provided for by the Organization’s regulations.
6. To invite the IACHR to keep the Permanent Council informed as to the functioning of the mechanisms specifically established by the IACHR to monitor the human rights situation in Nicaragua and the follow-up of the implementation of the recommendations contained in the report of the IACHR.
7. To request the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the OAS Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation (DECO), the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, the OAS Secretary General and the European Union to support the work of the Verification and Security Commission.
FOOTNOTE
1/ … concerned from the negotiations. In that regard, it reiterates its assertions at the special meeting of the Permanent Council:
1. Our first duty is to regret the distressing loss of life in Nicaragua and we express our solidarity with the victims’ families and with all people and the government of our sister country.
2. Nicaragua is enduring a wave of terrorist violence of which the sole aim is to overthrow a legitimate, democratic, and constitutional government.
3. In Nicaragua, violent, highly organized minorities funded from abroad and mobilized by an ideology of hate have acted in a cruel and barbaric manner, murdering, torturing, and incinerating innocent citizens. They have kidnapped hundreds of Nicaraguans and set fire to radio stations, public buildings, family homes, and small businesses.
4. These atrocities, condemned anywhere in the world, are deliberately ignored with the aim of denying the legal, moral, and human imperative of the Nicaraguan authorities to defend the fundamental rights of the innocent majorities.
5. Article 48 of the Constitution of the Republic of Nicaragua establishes that “the President and Vice President shall exercise their functions for a five-year term, beginning on the date on which they take office: January 10 of the year following the election.”
6. President Daniel Ortega took office on January 10, 2017, i.e., he has not yet served two of the five years of his constitutional term.
7. That being the case, how is it possible that the Permanent Council can seek to impose a resolution changing the Constitution of Nicaragua and ignoring the constitutional term of President Ortega?  What authority does this Council have to change the Constitution of Nicaragua?  None. 
8. How is it possible that the Permanent Council can violate the Inter-American Democratic Charter by proposing the alteration of the constitutional order that would impede the achievement of peace in Nicaragua? The outcome of altering the Constitution so as to weaken President Ortega only serves to promote terrorist violence from abroad. It is absurd and in violation of the OAS Charter to seek to use the Permanent Council to change the constitutional government of Nicaragua.
9. The U.S. Government has never recognized President Daniel Ortega’s democratic victory. When President Ortega was elected in November 2016, the Department of State issued a press release calling it a “flawed ... electoral process.” For years, the U.S. Government has made major public efforts to change the constitutional government of Nicaragua, and has said so repeatedly in the U.S. Congress.
10. The U.S. budget now authorizes millions of dollars to fund opposition groups in Nicaragua, and the USAID representative, in the U.S. Congress, recognized that Nicaragua’s entire opposition apparatus was being funded by USAID.
11. The U.S. Ambassador to the OAS acknowledged in Congress that the aim of his government in Nicaragua was to achieve early elections. Everything this Permanent Council is doing is to promote the North American policy of regime change in the region, an illegal policy violating the spirit of the OAS and the Inter-American Democratic Charter itself. For that reason, this resolution cannot be accepted and must be rejected.
12. The resolution uses a false argument and seeks to indicate that all the violence is on the side of the Nicaraguan government, seeking to criminalize the actions to defend the public order and national peace while deliberately ignoring all acts of insurrectionary terrorist violence.
13. In conclusion, it must be emphasized that in Nicaragua, Nicaraguans have the solution, through dialogue and Nicaragua’s institutions, and that all external pressure violating Nicaragua’s sovereignty must immediately cease.
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�/	The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela rejects this act in violation of the OAS Charter and international law by violating the principle of nonintervention and deliberately excluding the member state …
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