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WORKING GROUP ON NICARAGUA
/ 

(Adopted by the Permanent Council at its special meeting, held on August 2, 2018)

THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,

REAFFIRMING the principles enshrined in Article 3 of the OAS Charter; 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the Report on Human Rights in Nicaragua of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), as well as the creation of the Special Follow-up Mechanism for Nicaragua (MESENI), the creation and installation of the Interdisciplinary Group of Independent Experts for Nicaragua (GIEI), and the work of the Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation for the strengthening of democratic institutions in Nicaragua;

UNDERSCORING, also, the on-site visit of the Independent Experts of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights; 

CONSIDERING the Declaration of Support to the People of Nicaragua of the General Assembly AG/DEC.  97 (XLVIII-O/18) of June 5, 2018 and the resolution of the Permanent Council entitled “The situation in Nicaragua” CP/RES. 1108 (2172)/18;  of July 18, 2018;

RESOLVES: 

1. To create a Working Group on Nicaragua, in accordance with the provisions of Article 12 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, whose mandate will be to contribute to the search for peaceful and sustainable solutions to the evolving situation in Nicaragua, including through consultations with the Government of Nicaragua. 
2. That the Working Group on Nicaragua will contribute to the process of national dialogue in Nicaragua, including support, accompaniment, and verification measures in coordination with ongoing efforts of the Organization, SICA, and other regional and international actors. 
3. That the Working Group on Nicaragua will be composed of a representative of each regional group and other Member States committed to the objectives of resolution CP/RES. 1108 (2172)/18;  of July 18, 2018, to be designated by the Chair of the Permanent Council in consultation with the coordinators of regional groups, no later than August 10, and in full accordance with the provisions contained in Article 25 of the Rules of the Permanent Council. 
4. That, in order to comply with this resolution and to facilitate follow-up efforts, the Working Group on Nicaragua will present a monthly report to the Permanent Council on its actions and progress. 
FOOTNOTE 
1. …, and constitutional government.

2. In Nicaragua, violent, highly organized minorities funded from abroad and mobilized by an ideology of hate, acted in a cruel and barbaric manner, murdering, torturing, and burning innocent citizens. They kidnapped hundreds of Nicaraguans and set fire to radio stations, public buildings, family dwellings, and small businesses.

3. The forces of internal aggression have now been defeated. The forces of brutality that were a scourge on the society lost their drive and are now under control. Today, peace prevails in Nicaragua.  Nevertheless, the external aggression continues.
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Those who once denied the legal, moral, and human obligation of the authorities to defend the rights of the innocent majority are now seeking to impose imperial tutelage over Nicaragua.

5. The very ones who yesterday turned a blind eye to the destruction, and protected criminals, now want to return to violence, raising false expectations for those who think they can overthrow the legitimate government of Nicaragua.

6. The external aggressor is committing its crime, from the OAS.  A Permanent Council meeting is being held today AGAINST Nicaragua’s will, seeking to impose an authority ON the Nicaraguan state, violating the political rights of all Nicaraguans. The media point out, meanwhile, that coercive measures will be applied if the orders are not obeyed.

7. What authority does the OAS have to change the Constitution of Nicaragua? None. What powers does the OAS have to impose a foreign authority to supervise the government of Nicaragua? None.


What law gives any OAS state permission to threaten another with coercive measures, in order to break its will? None.
8. Violating every legal principle, the aim is to use a lower-order resolution to violate higher-order rules that defend all states. In violating the OAS Charter, they are committing a blatant international crime against a member state and against all of the states, thus ruining the fundamental function of the OAS.

9. The resolution being proposed today is unlawful, invalid, and inapplicable. The resolution’s adoption means that the Monroe Doctrine is being applied in the Americas. It means violating the right to self-determination, independence, and sovereignty – not just for Nicaragua but for all states as well. It means condemnation for the OAS.
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�/	Footnote by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela: 1. Nicaragua suffered a wave of terrorist violence whose sole aim was to overthrow a legitimate, democratic…
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