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The special joint meeting, co-chaired by Ambassador José Enrique Castillo, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica and Chair of the Permanent Council, and Ambassador Cornelius Smith, Permanent Representative of The Bahamas and Chair of CEPCIDI, was called to elect the Chair of the CP/CEPCIDI Joint Working Group on the draft Social Charter of the Americas.  The meeting began at 10:13 a.m. 

After the Chair of the Permanent Council and the Chair of CEPCIDI acknowledged the progress made in the Working Group’s efforts and congratulated and thanked Ambassador Virgilio Alcantara, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic and outgoing Chair of the Working Group, for his work, the meeting moved to the above-mentioned election. 

Accordingly, the Permanent Representative of Chile, Ambassador Pedro Oyarce, on behalf of the member countries of ALADI, nominated the Permanent Representative of Colombia, Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos, seconded by the Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago, Ambassador Glenda Morean-Phillip, who proposed that the election be made by acclamation. 

By acclamation the Permanent Council elected Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos, Permanent Representative of Colombia, as Chair of the CP/CEPCIDI Joint Working Group on the draft Social Charter of the Americas, for the period January 27 to June 29, 2010. 

Ambassador Hoyos thanked the member states for their trust and said he would continue working to make the Social Charter of the Americas a reality as soon as possible.

There being no further matters to consider, the meeting was adjourned at 10:26 a.m.
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�.	The statements appear in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1735/10.
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