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The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was chaired by Ambassador José Enrique Castillo Barrantes, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica to the Organization of American States.  The meeting was called to order at 2:40 p.m.
1. Adoption of the order of business

The Council adopted the draft order of business (CP/OD-1740/10) without any changes.
2. Presentation by Mr. Aurelio Pastor, Minister of Justice of Peru, on the amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) Request by the Permanent Mission of Peru (CP/INF.5985/10)
The Minister of Justice of Peru, Mr. Aurelio Pastor, spoke about the amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and expressed Peru’s view of those changes.

The delegations of the United States, Mexico, Colombia, Panama, and El Salvador commented on the Minister’s report and on the amendments made to the Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.

The Permanent Council took note of the report presented by Mr. Aurelio Pastor, Minister of Justice of Peru, and of the comments and observations of the delegations.
The Permanent Council thanked Mr. Pastor for having shared with the members of the Permanent Council the ideas of the Government of Peru with respect to the amendments of the Rules of Procedure of the IACHR.
3. Consideration of the draft declaration, “Support for the People and Government of Haiti in the Aftermath of the devastating January 12 Earthquake” (CP/doc.4463/10 rev. 1)
The Chair of the Permanent Council invited the delegations to consider the draft declaration “Support for the People and Government of Haiti in the Aftermath of the devastating January 12 Earthquake,” document CP/doc.4463/10 rev. 1, and said that the text in question incorporated the contributions and suggestions of the delegations.
Ambassador Duly Brutus, Permanent Representative of Haiti, requested the floor in order to read out the draft declaration under consideration. Subsequently, the delegations of Panama, the Dominican Republic, United States, Mexico, Guatemala, Canada, Brazil, Jamaica, Chile, Nicaragua, Peru, Colombia, and Venezuela voiced their support for the draft declaration and underscored their solidarity with the people and Government of Haiti. The Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic, Ambassador Virgilio Alcántara, proposed that the draft declaration be adopted by acclamation. 

The Permanent Council adopted by acclamation the declaration entitled “Support for the People and Government of Haiti in the Aftermath of the devastating January 12 Earthquake.” 

Before concluding consideration of this item, the Chair gave the floor to Ambassador Pierre-Henri Guignard, Permanent Observer of France to the OAS, who spoke about the earthquake and expressed solidarity with the people of Haiti.
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Approval of the following Permanent Council meeting minutes: CP/ACTA 1641/08; CP/ACTA 1646/08; CP/ACTA 1647/08; CP/ACTA 1651/08 and CP/ACTA 1668/08.
The Permanent Council approved the verbatim minutes, document CP/ACTA 1641/08, corresponding to the joint meeting held with the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on April 2, 2008; document CP/ACTA 1646/08, corresponding to the special meeting of April 26, 2008; document CP/ACTA 1647/08, corresponding to the regular meeting held on April 29, 2008; document CP/ACTA 1651/08, corresponding to the regular meeting of May 16, 2008; and document CP/ACTA 1668/08, corresponding to the joint meeting with the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on November 5, 2008. 
5. Other business
· The Permanent Representative of Chile, Ambassador Pedro Oyarce, asked for the floor to congratulate the people and Government of Costa Rica for the calm and transparency shown on election day. 

· The Costa Rican delegate lamented the passing of Dr. José Joaquín Trejos Fernández, President of Costa Rica from1966 to1970. 

· Farewell

· The Permanent Council bad farewell to Ambassador María Zavala Valladares, Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS, with a round of applause in recognition of her excellent performance as the head of her delegation.
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�.	The statements may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1740/10.
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