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The special joint meeting was co-chaired by Ambassador José Enrique Castillo, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica and Chair of the Permanent Council, and Ambassador Cornelius Smith, Permanent Representative of The Bahamas and Chair of CEPCIDI, to consider the topic: “Investing in Early Childhood: A Sound Strategy for Fighting Poverty and Promoting Social Development and Equity.” The meeting was called to order at 10:20 a.m.

Ambassador Castillo opened the meeting by pointing out that an investment in early childhood development was one of the best investments a country could make in terms of economic and social returns. Mindful of that fact, the OAS had been working with strategic partners on measures to reinforce policy dialogue, promote and disseminate research findings, support the design and strengthening of public policies, and convince a wide audience of the importance of supporting early childhood development through comprehensive strategies including, among other things, nutrition, health, education, and social well-being. These measures were part and parcel of the “Hemispheric Commitment to Early Childhood Education,” adopted by the ministers of education of the Americas at the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Education, held in Colombia in November 2007. That document had been ratified by the ministers of education in August 2009 in Ecuador, when they reaffirmed their commitment to increasing high-quality comprehensive early childhood care coverage, in keeping with the realities of each member state. The purpose of the joint meeting of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI was to promote implementation of the aforementioned Commitment.

The OAS Secretary General, Mr. José Miguel Insulza, offered his thoughts on the matter, welcomed the experts present, and thanked them for participating in the meeting.
The first panel, which focused on the reasons for investing in early childhood, was moderated by Ambassador Castillo. The panel began with a presentation by Dr. J. Fraser Mustard, Founding President of the Canadian Institute for Advanced Research, on the development of the brain and its influence on human development. The next speaker was Dr. Jeffrey D. Sachs, Director of the Earth Institute and a professor at Columbia University, Dr. Sachs addressed the challenges to economic development, anti-poverty efforts, and intelligent globalization.  

Mr. Leonardo Garnier, Minister of Education of Costa Rica, participated in the panel with a presentation on the importance of early childhood education.  The panel session concluded with remarks by Dr. Joan Lombardi, Undersecretary and Interdepartmental Focal Point for Early Childhood Development of the United States Department of Health and Human Services, on the needs of children and their families.
The second panel, on promoting social development and equity, was moderated by Ambassador Cornelius Smith, Chair of CEPCIDI.  Participating were Ms. Nurper Ulkuer, Program Officer for Early Childhood Development at UNICEF; Mr. Leonardo Yanez, Project Officer for Latin America at the Bernard Van Leer Foundation in The Netherlands; and Ms. Estela Ortiz, Deputy Executive Chair of the National Kindergarten Board (JUNJI) of Chile. 
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The representatives of Venezuela, Colombia, the United States, Ecuador, Costa Rica, Chile, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, Nicaragua, Jamaica, Grenada, and Canada thanked the experts for their presentations. They also commented on experiences in that area in their own countries and on possibilities that could be considered within the OAS for implementation of the initiatives included in the “Hemispheric Commitment to Early Childhood Education.”

Following remarks by the Chairs of the meeting, in which they expressed appreciation to the experts for sharing their experiences and their outlook for the design and consolidation of public policies to develop early childhood education, the meeting rose at 1:35 p.m.
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�.	The statements may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1741/10.
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