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The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was held under the chairmanship of Ambassador José Enrique Castillo Barrantes, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica to the Organization of American States.  The meeting opened at 10:35 a.m.

1. Adoption of the order of business
The Council adopted without amendment the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1745/10.

2. Report on the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Costa Rica

The Head of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Costa Rica, Ms. María Emma Mejía, presented the report on the general elections held on February 7, 2010.


The Alternate Representative of Costa Rica, Ambassador Rita María Hernández, expressed appreciation for the work of the Electoral Observation Mission in her country.  The representatives of United States, Chile – on behalf of the ALADI member states, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Panama, and Colombia referred to the electoral event and the work done by the OAS.

The Permanent Council took note of the report presented, thanked the Head of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission and her team for the work done and report presented, and congratulated the people and Government of Costa Rica on the uneventful day.  It also emphasized the commitment of the citizens who conveyed their intent through transparent exercise of the vote.
3. Report of the General Secretariat on Invitations to the Thirty-ninth Special Session of the General Assembly that Require Authorization from the Permanent Council (Requests for participation by civil society) 

Ms. Irene Klinger, Director of the Department of International Affairs, presented the report, document (CP/doc.4465/10 add. 1), which contains a list of organizations that had been invited, in accordance with the decision adopted by the Permanent Council on March 3, 2010, to attend the thirty-ninth special session of the General Assembly.

That report also contained a list of five organizations not registered with the OAS that had asked to participate in the thirty-ninth special session of the OAS General Assembly and required authorization from the Permanent Council.

Following interventions by the delegations of Venezuela, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, United States, and Argentina regarding participation by civil society organizations in OAS activities and in sessions of the General Assembly, as well as the rules governing it, the Permanent Council gave its approval for the General Secretariat to extend invitations to the following organizations to attend the thirty-ninth special session of the General Assembly: 

· Métis National Council, of Canada

· National Youth Development Network, of Guyana

· Fundación Totus Tuus, of Panama

· Centro de Estudios Ambientales y Sociales (CEAMSO), of Paraguay
· Federación de Comunidades Nativas Fronterizas del Putumayo (FECONAFROPU), of Peru

The Permanent Council, in approving the requests of the abovementioned organizations, took note of the observations of the delegation of Venezuela and decided that it would be necessary to amend the Rules of Procedure in force governing participation by these organizations in sessions of the OAS General Assembly.

4. Working Group to examine the periodic reports of the States Parties to the Protocol of San Salvador.  Election of a government expert
Ms. Paola Margarita Buendía García was elected to membership, as a government expert, of the Working Group to examine the national reports envisaged in the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, “Protocol of San Salvador.”
The Permanent Representative of Colombia, Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos Aristizábal, expressed appreciation for the election, and the Chair of the Permanent Council, in congratulating Ms. Buendía García on her election and wishing her success with her work and that of the other members of the Working Group, noted that the election of an alternate government expert and the designation of the alternate independent experts remained pending.  Accordingly, he reiterated the request to the States Parties to the Convention to present candidacies for the existing vacancies.

5.
Approval of the following minutes of meetings of the Permanent Council: CP/ACTA 1655/08; CP/ACTA 1672/08, and CP/ACTA 1687/09
The Permanent Council adopted the verbatim minutes, document CP/ACTA 1655/08, for the regular meeting held on June 30, 2008; document CP/ACTA 1672/08, for the special meeting held on November 24, 2008; and document CP/ACTA 1687/09, for the regular meeting held on April 8, 2009.

The Permanent Representatives of Paraguay, Ambassador Bernardino Hugo Saguier, and of Saint Kitts and Nevis, Ambassador Izben Williams, referred to the order in which minutes are presented to the Permanent Council for adoption.
6. Other business

· The Permanent Representative of Brazil, Ambassador Ruy Casaes, referred to a US$250,000 donation that the government of his country has just made for the execution of a project in Haiti, which would have technical support from the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA). The Ambassador emphasized that his country and the United States would collaborate in financing that project in support of Haiti.
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The Alternate Representative of United States, Mr. Lewis Amselem, emphasized the collaboration in projects such as that mentioned by Ambassador Ruy Casaes.  He continued by expressing the concern of his delegation regarding the situation of human rights in Honduras, deplored the murders of journalists in that country, and urged the Government of Honduras to investigate these crimes and to prosecute the perpetrators.  He also urged the OAS to continue working with the Government of Honduras to establish the truth commission in accordance with the provisions of the Tegucigalpa-San José Accord.

· The Alternate Representative of Haiti, Ambassador Antonio Rodrigue, expressed appreciation to Brazil and United States, and to the international community as a whole, for their gestures of solidarity with his country. 

· The Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis, Ambassador Izben Williams, on behalf of CARICOM and Chile, invited the delegations to a memorial service for the victims of the earthquakes the struck Haiti on January 12, 2010, and Chile, on February 27, 2010, to be held at OAS headquarters on Sunday, March 21, at 4:00 p.m.


There being no other business, at 12:10 p.m., the meeting was declared closed.
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�.	The statements are contained in the minutes of the meeting, document CP/ACTA 1745/10.
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