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The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was chaired by Ambassador Carmen Lomellin, Permanent Representative of the United States to the Organization of American States.  The meeting came to order at 10:06 a.m.

· Presentation of a commemorative mallet to the outgoing Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador José Enrique Castillo Barrantes, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica


The Chair of the Permanent Council presented a commemorative mallet to Ambassador José Enrique Castillo Barrantes, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica, in recognition of his work as Chair of the Council from January 1 to March 31, 2010.

1. Adoption of the order of business

The Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1749/10, without amendment.

· Solidarity with the people and Government of Mexico

The Permanent Council expressed its sorrow and solidarity to the people and Government of Mexico for the loss of life and extensive damage caused by the earthquake of magnitude 7.2 that struck the vicinity of the City de Mexicali on Sunday, April 4, 2010, where strong aftershocks continue to be felt.

· Solidarity with the people and Government of Brazil

The Permanent Council also expressed its sorrow and solidarity to the people and Government of Brazil for the loss of life and extensive damage caused by the torrential rains that have been lashing the City of Río de Janeiro.

· Solidarity with the people and Government of the United States

The Permanent Council also expressed its sorrow and solidarity to the people and Government of the United States for the loss of life caused by the accident at a coal mine in the State of West Virginia on April 5, 2010.

2. Cooperation activities between the OAS and the African Union (AU) under the Memorandum of Understanding signed by the General Secretariat of the OAS and the African Union Commission (AUC):  Participation in the AU electoral observation mission in Togo.

Mr. Jean François Ruel, Specialist from the OAS Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation, submitted a report on the work done by specialists of that area of the General Secretariat on the electoral observation mission carried out by the African Union in Togo, on March 4, 2010; the elections proceeded peacefully amid an enthusiastic turnout.

The mission was part of the activities agreed by the OAS General Secretariat and the African Union Commission.  The report, therefore, concluded with recommendations on measures that would be implemented to strengthen this partnership.


The representatives of the United States, Mexico, Chile, Venezuela, Canada, Brazil, Uruguay, Saint Kitts and Nevis, and Guatemala expressed views on the activity and the report.

The Permanent Council took note of the report submitted by Mr. Ruel on the participation of the OAS in the electoral observation mission in Togo and requested the General Secretariat to continue to report on other activities carried out in the framework of the Memorandum of Understanding (signed with the AU Commission). 

3.
Presentation of the Annual Report of IICA

Mr. Víctor Villalobos, Director General of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture, presented the report on results achieved in 2009 and described the initiatives that would be carried out by IICA under his administration.


The representatives of Mexico, El Salvador, Ecuador, Uruguay, United States, Dominican Republic, Bolivia, Costa Rica, Chile, Jamaica, Paraguay, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Venezuela, Grenada, Brazil, and Guatemala expressed their thanks for the report and wished Mr. Villalobos every success in his efforts at the helm of IICA.

The Permanent Council took note of the Annual Report of IICA and the comments of the delegations and transmitted them to General Committee for consideration.


The Permanent Council thanked Mr. Villalobos for the report and for sharing with it his ideas and proposals for the future of the agency, and wished him success in his work.

3. Corporate social responsibility in the Americas Request presented by the Permanent Mission of Canada

Mrs. Donica Pottie, Director of the Democracy and Governance Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Trade of Canada presented the Canadian position on the issue of corporate social responsibility in the Americas.  Mrs. Pottie’s presentation was published as document CP/INF.6031/10.
Next was the presentation of the report on the regional workshop and roundtable on corporate social responsibility in extractive and tourism industries held in Cancun, Mexico, in February 2010.  The report was presented by Mr. Jorge Saggiante, Director of the Department of Economic Development, Trade, and Tourism of the General Secretariat. 

After the representatives of Peru, Uruguay, Guatemala, Ecuador, United States, Chile, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Nicaragua, Panama, and Guyana offered their thanks for both reports and put forward observations on the issue, the representative of Canada thanked the delegations for their views on the treatment of the issue and expressed the desire of her country’s government to continue working in partnership.

The Permanent Council took note of the information submitted by the Government of Canada and thanked Mrs. Pottie for her visit to the OAS.  The Council also took note of the report presented by the General Secretariat of the OAS on the workshop held in Mexico. 

5.
Adoption of the minutes CP/ACTA 1659/08
The Permanent Council approved the verbatim minutes, document CP/ACTA 1659/08, of the regular meeting held on July 24, 2008.

6. Other business

· The Permanent Representative of Bolivia, Ambassador José Pinelo, mentioned the death of Professor Jaime Escalante on April 6, 2010.

· The Permanent Representative of Mexico, Ambassador Gustavo Albin, gave thanks for the expressions of solidarity with the people and government of his country for the earthquake that struck the state of Baja California. 

· The Permanent Representative of Colombia, Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos, transmitted the gratitude of the Government of Colombia to the Government of Brazil for the logistical support that facilitated the release of Sergeant Pablo Emilio Moncayo and Private José Manuel Calvo, as well as the recovery of the remains of Colonel Julián Ernesto Guevara.  He then announced the SIRG events that would be held in the near future.

· The Alternate Representative of Nicaragua, Mr. Luis Alvarado, expressed the condolences of his country to the people and Governments of Mexico, Brazil, and the United States for the lamentable consequences of the earthquake, rains, and mine accident, respectively.

· The Permanent Representative of Brazil, Ambassador Ruy Casaes, referred to the Third Forum of the Alliance of Civilizations of the United Nations to be held in Río de Janeiro, Brazil, on May 28 and 29, 2010. The Permanent Representatives of Venezuela, Ambassador Roy Chaderton, and of Guatemala, Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klee, as well as the Permanent Observer of Spain, Ambassador Javier Sancho, commented on the above-announced forum and on the work and objectives of the Alliance of the Civilizations.  Ambassador Sancho then proposed that the Director of the Office of the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations be invited to offer a presentation to the Permanent Council ahead of the Forum. 

· The Permanent Representative of Costa Rica, Ambassador José Enrique Castillo Barrantes, recalled the conversation that took place in the Columbus Library on the occasion of the presentation of a new literary work by Ambassador Francisco Proaño, Permanent Representative of Ecuador.  He then invited the delegations to participate in new activities, such as the one mentioned, which the Columbus Library will be holding.

Having no further business to consider, the meeting adjourned at 1:26 p.m.[image: image2.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL
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�.	Statements may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA.1749/10.
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