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The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was conducted under the chairmanship of Ambassador Carmen Lomellin, Permanent Representative of United States to the Organization of American States.  The meeting was called to order at 3:40 p.m.

1. Adoption of the order of business

The Council adopted without amendment the order of business, document CP/OD-1754/10.

· Welcome to the Permanent Representative of El Salvador

In opening the meeting, the Permanent Council welcomed Ambassador Joaquín Maza, Permanent Representative of El Salvador.
2. Report by the Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Bolivia

The Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Bolivia, Ambassador Aristides Royo, presented the report on the elections held on March 4, 2010.
The Alternate Representative of Bolivia, Mr. William Torres, expressed appreciation for the work of the electoral observation mission in his country.  The representatives of Panama, Canada, Venezuela, Mexico, United States, and Costa Rica referred to the electoral event and the work done by the OAS.  They were joined in this by the Secretary General of the OAS, who recognized the work done by Ambassador Royo and thanked him for agreeing to lead the Mission.

The Permanent Council took note of the report presented and thanked the Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission and his team for their efforts and the report presented.
3.
Commemoration of World Press Freedom Day. Request by the Permanent Mission of the United States
Before consideration of the matter began, the Alternate Representative of Venezuela, Ms. Carmen Velazquez, requested the Permanent Council to observe a moment of silence in memory of journalists worldwide who had lost their lives in the line of duty. The Permanent Council observed a moment of silence.

The Alternate Representative of United States, Mr. Robert Armstrong, presented the subject and then Ms. Catalina Botero, Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, addressed the Permanent Council.


The representatives of Canada, Brazil, Uruguay, Panama, Mexico, Colombia, Peru, Costa Rica, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and Venezuela expressed appreciation for the request by the delegation of the United States for inclusion of this item on the order of business for the meeting and referred to the event commemorated.  In this they were joined by the Secretary General of the OAS.


The Permanent Council took note of the expressions of appreciation by the delegations and the Secretary General, and the remarks by the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression, regarding World Press Freedom Day.
4.
Social Charter of the Americas. Request by the Permanent Mission of Brazil

The Permanent Representative of Brazil, Ambassador Ruy Casaes, referred to the drafting of the Social Charter of the Americas and, in that regard, expressed regret over the paralyzed negotiations launched more than four years prior.  He requested the Permanent Council to take note of his request for efforts to negotiate the Charter to resume as a matter of urgency and with the intensity the matter required.  He called on the member states to take responsibility for translating into actions the commitments to promote social justice assumed by the government.


The representatives of Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, Uruguay, Mexico, Paraguay, Argentina, Peru, Bolivia, Chile, Nicaragua, Saint Kitts and Nevis, speaking on behalf of the CARICOM member states, Dominican Republic, and Guatemala referred to the concerns expressed by Ambassador Casaes.

The Permanent Council took note of the matter raised by the Permanent Representative of Brazil regarding efforts to prepare the draft Social Charter of the Americas, as well as the observations and comments by delegations.

5. Referral of report to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs:

The Chair reported that on April 27, 2010, she had received from the Honorable Vanda Pignato, Chair of the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, the report to the General Assembly on the observations and recommendations agreed upon by the Committee regarding the reports presented by the states parties to the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, document CP/doc.4492/10, submitted pursuant to General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2463 (XXXIX-O/09).


The Chair proposed that consideration of the report be assigned to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP).  The Permanent Council so decided and referred document CP/doc.4492/10 to the CAJP.

6.
Adoption of the minutes of meetings of the Permanent Council: CP/ACTA 1652/08 corr.2; CP/ACTA 1664/08 corr.1; CP/ACTA 1666/08; CP/ACTA 1682/09; and CP/ACTA 1735/10
The Permanent Council adopted the following verbatim minutes:  document CP/ACTA 1652/08 corr. 2, of the regular meeting held on May 21, 2008; document CP/ACTA 1664/08 corr. 1, of the special meeting held on October 1, 2008; CP/ACTA 1666/08, of the regular meeting held on October 14, 2008; CP/ACTA 1682/09, of the regular meeting held on March 4, 2009, and document CP/ACTA 1735/10, of the joint meeting held with the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, on January  27, 2010.

7. Other business
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The Chair of the Permanent Council reported that the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure of the Preparatory Committee would hold a meeting on Thursday, May 13, 2010, at 11:00 am.  The Permanent Representative of Peru, Ambassador Hugo de Zela, Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, requested that the delegations arrive punctually.

· The Chair referred to the preparations for the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly and, in that regard, reminded the delegations of the need for them to transmit as soon as possible their hotel reservations and move forward with the corresponding registration procedure.

· The Permanent Representative of Colombia, Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos, extended an invitation to the opening of an art exhibition and then referred to the position of his government regarding the electoral process under way in Colombia and regarding any intervention by other states in the internal affairs of Colombia.

· The Permanent Representative of Brazil, Ambassador Ruy Casaes, referred to a contribution agreement concluded by his country and the World Bank for the Haiti Reconstruction Fund. The contribution would finance projects essential to Haiti’s reconstruction process. With that contribution, Brazil’s contribution would amount to US$55 million.
· The Permanent Representative of Haiti, Ambassador Duly Brutus, thanked the Government of Brazil for the generous contribution to his country’s reconstruction efforts and expressed the tremendous satisfaction on the part of his government and his people with Brazil’s collaboration.

· The Permanent Representative of Nicaragua, Ambassador Denis Moncada, referred to the publication by the Carter Center of a press release on the situation in Nicaragua.


There being no other business, at 6:18 p.m., the meeting was declared closed.
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�.	The statements are contained in the minutes of the meeting, document CP/ACTA 1755/10.
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