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The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was conducted under the chairmanship of Ambassador Carmen Lomellin, Permanent Representative of the United States, and was called to order at 10:00 a.m.

1. Adoption of the order of business


The order of business, document CP/OD-1756/10, was adopted without amendment.

2. Report by the Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities on the Requests by Civil Society Organizations, Workers’ Organizations, Private Sector Organizations, and Other International Organizations to Participate as Special Guests in the Fortieth Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly (CP/CISC-510/10 rev. 2)
The Permanent Representative of Colombia, Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos, presented the report of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC), document CP/CISC-510/10 rev. 2, and the draft resolution that had been considered by the CISC and approved ad referendum of the delegations of Argentina, Nicaragua, and Venezuela, which, at the time of their approval, did not have instructions from their authorities.

Ambassador Hoyos reported that the CISC had considered the requests received from 152 organizations, 77 of which were registered in the OAS register of civil society organizations in accordance with the Guidelines set forth in Permanent Council resolution CP/RES.759 (1217/99); 56 civil society organizations not registered with the OAS; five international organizations; two workers’ organizations, and 12 private sector organizations.

The Alternate Representative of Argentina, Ms. Ana Pastorino, reported that her government objected to approval of the request by Observatorio Internacional de Prisiones, owing to unfavorable reports about it in the Instituto Nacional contra la Discriminación, la Xenofobia y el Racismo of Argentina.

The Alternate Representative of Venezuela, Ms. Carmen Velásquez, in indicating a need to consider the strategy established for civil society participation in OAS activities, reported that her government objected to approval of the requests by the following organizations:  Asociación Civil Consorcio Justicia (a registered organization), Programa Venezolano de Educación-Acción en Derechos Humanos (PROVEA), and Vicaria Episcopal de Derechos Humanos de la Arquidiócesis de Caracas.

After an intervention by OAS Secretary General Mr. José Miguel Insulza regarding the situation raised by the delegations, the Permanent Council:

· Took note of the report presented by the Chair of the CISC on the requests by civil society organizations, workers’ organizations, private sector organizations, and other international organizations to participate as special guests in the fortieth regular session of the OAS, document CP/CISC-510/10 rev. 2.

· Taking into consideration the objections expressed by delegations regarding the requests by some organizations, decided: (1) to approve the requests by the organizations included in document CP/CISC-510/10 rev. 2 that had been agreed upon by all delegations; (2) in accordance with the Guidelines established in resolution CP/RES.759 (1217/99), the Permanent Council, approved the requests by all organizations registered in the OAS register of civil society organizations; (3) postponed until the next meeting of the Permanent Council a decision on the requests by organizations regarding which the member states were awaiting instructions; and (4) recommended that the CISC review the criteria regarding the organizations to which member states had objected and that it present, at the next meeting, a recommendation regarding participation thereby.
3.
Report by the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security and presentation of the following draft resolutions

The Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, Ambassador Graeme Clark, Permanent Representative of Canada, presented ten draft resolutions which, he indicated, had been approved by the Committee. 


The Permanent Council adopted the following draft resolutions presented by the Committee on Hemispheric Security for referral to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session:

· Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security (CP/CSH-1200/10 rev. 2)

· Disarmament and Nonproliferation in the Hemisphere (CP/CSH-1199/10 rev. 3)
· Support for Implementation at the Hemispheric Level of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004) (CP/CSH-1201/10 rev. 3)

· Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CP/CSH-1215/10)

· Support for the Work of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CP/CSH-1214/10 rev. 2)

· Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CP/CSH-1221/10 rev. 1)

· Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CP/CSH-1222/10 rev. 1)

· Amendments to the Model Regulations of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission on Money Laundering Offenses Connected to Illicit Drug Trafficking and Other Serious Offenses (CP/CSH-1224/10 rev. 1)

· Follow-up to the Meetings of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (CP/CSH-1207/10 rev. 3)

· Regional Strategy to Promote Hemispheric Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs (CP/CSH-1230/10 corr.1)

4. Report of the Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas (CP/doc.4494/10) (GTC/CASA/doc.124/10 rev.1)

Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos, Permanent Representative of Colombia and Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas, presented the report on the Working Group’s activities, document CP/doc.4494/10, and the draft resolution “Social Charter of the Americas:  Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Poverty in the Region,” document GTC/CASA/doc.124/10 rev.1.


In presenting the draft resolution approved by the Working Group for referral to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session, Ambassador Hoyos referred to the Permanent Council for its consideration the following reservation to preambular paragraph 9 of the draft resolution, presented by the delegation of Nicaragua: 

Nicaragua renews its commitment to fight poverty and social exclusion and supports the inclusion of all actors of Nicaraguan society, while renewing its commitment to its efforts in the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI to conclude the negotiations of the Draft Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action. With regard to the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain, the Government of Nicaragua places on record its express reservation to the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. During that event, Nicaragua expressed its view that the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas was unacceptable and inadequate as it did not resolve a number of matters that were extremely important for the Hemisphere and were still under discussion. Nor does Nicaragua accept that references may be made to that Declaration in the resolutions to be adopted by the OAS General Assembly. Nicaragua reaffirms that the items on the General Assembly agenda should be derived from the debates and deliberations of the Heads of State and Government in Trinidad and Tobago. 


The Permanent Council:

· Took note of the report presented by the Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas, document CP/doc.4494/10;

· Approved the draft resolution “Social Charter of the Americas: Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Poverty in the Region,” document GTC/CASA/doc.124/10 rev. 1, with the inclusion of the reservation by the delegation of Nicaragua as a footnote to preambular paragraph 9, for referral to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session. 

5.
Presentation of the annual report of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development and the following draft resolutions: (CP/doc.4495/10; CP/doc.4495/10 add.1)
Ambassador Cornelius Smith, Permanent Representative of The Bahamas, presented the annual report of the Inter-American Council on Integral Development (CIDI), in his capacity as Chair of its Fifteenth Regular Meeting, as well as the 16 resolutions approved by that Council for referral to the General Assembly.

In presenting the annual report of CIDI, Ambassador Smith briefly summarized the activities carried out and recognized the delegations and the Secretariat, which had provided support for the activities under his purview.

The Alternate Representative of Venezuela, Ms. Carmen Velásquez, explained the reservation of her country regarding the draft resolution on the Inter-American Competitiveness Network.

Additionally, the Permanent Representative of Nicaragua, Ambassador Denis Moncada, referred to the reservation of his government and that of the delegation of Venezuela regarding the draft resolution on the importance of tourism in the Americas.


The Permanent Council approved the following draft resolutions presented by CIDI for referral to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session:

· Continuing participation in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development by member states that have not ratified the Protocol of Managua

· Report of the CIDI Specialized Meeting of High-Level Cooperation Authorities

· Report of the Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education

· Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI

· Eradicating illiteracy and fighting diseases that affect integral development

· Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Culture within the Framework of CIDI

· Inter-American Competitiveness Network (RIAC)

· Inter-American Program on Education in Democratic Values and Practices

· Extension of the Term of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009

· The importance of tourism in the Americas

· Climate change in the countries of the Hemisphere

· Report of the XVI Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor

· Existing mechanisms for prevention and response and humanitarian assistance among the member states

· Report of the Sixth Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Ports: “Declaration of Panama on Guidelines for Environmental Port Protection”

· Extension of the mandate of the CEPCIDI Working Group to Strengthen CIDI 

The Council also decided that the comments by the representatives of Venezuela and Nicaragua would be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.

6. Election of a member of the Committee of the Leo S. Rowe Fund. Request from the Permanent Mission of Colombia (CP/INF.6052/10)
The Permanent Representative of Colombia, Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos, referred to this matter and presented the candidacy of the delegation of Chile for a vacancy on the Committee of the Leo S. Rowe Pan American Fund that had occurred in December 2009 upon the conclusion of the term of the delegation of Peru. The Permanent Representative of Antigua and Barbuda, Ambassador Deborah Mae-Lovell, seconded the nomination and requested that the delegation be elected by acclamation.

The Permanent Council elected by acclamation the delegation of Chile for membership of the Committee of the Leo S. Rowe Pan American Fund for a term to end in December 2013. 

7.
Composition of the Style Committee of the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly
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In accordance with Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Permanent Council installed the Style Committee for the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly, which was composed of the following delegations:  Portuguese: Brazil; French: Canada; English: United States; and Spanish: Peru.

The Permanent Council also decided that the meetings of the Style Committee would be open to all interested delegations.

8. Other business

There being no other business, at 11:00 a.m. the meeting was declared closed.
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�.	The statements are contained in the minutes of the meeting, document CP/ACTA1756/10.





PAGE  

_1335936503.doc


PERMANENT COUNCIL



