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The Permanent Council held a special meeting, chaired by Ambassador Joaquín Maza Martelli, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, to consider, at the request of the Permanent Mission of Colombia to the Organization, the issue of the “presence of narco-terrorist groups in Venezuelan territory, which affects the national security of Colombia.” The meeting was called to order at 10:27 a.m.
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The Permanent Representative of Colombia, Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos, gave a presentation on the reasons for his Government’s request and on the alleged presence of guerrillas in Venezuela.

The Permanent Representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Ambassador Roy Chaderton, replied to the information provided regarding the issue that had led to the meeting and announced that the Government of his country had decided to break off diplomatic relations with the Government of Colombia.

The Representatives of Bolivia, Nicaragua, United States, Panama, Canada, Brazil, Peru, Mexico, Costa Rica, Chile, and Saint Kitts and Nevis on behalf of the member states of CARICOM,  referred to the matter at hand and voiced their concern regarding the current state of relations between Colombia and Venezuela. They also called upon the parties to seek ways to embark upon a dialogue that could bring a prompt solution to the differendum. The OAS Secretary General, Mr. José Miguel Insulza, also called for dialogue. 


The Permanent Council took note of the presentations of the Permanent Representatives of Colombia and Venezuela, as well as the remarks of all the delegations. The Chair of the Permanent Council proposed that the member states give serious consideration to the proposals put forward by the Ambassadors of Venezuela and Colombia, as well as to those of other delegations. The meeting rose at 2:14: p.m.
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	�.	The statements may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1765/10.
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