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The joint meeting was co-chaired by Ambassadors María Isabel Salvador, Permanent Representative of Ecuador and Chair of the Permanent Council, and Luis Alfonso Hoyos, Permanent Representative of Colombia and Chair of CEPCIDI.  The meeting began at 12:08 p.m.

1. Adoption of the order of business

The Council and CEPCIDI adopted the order of business (document CP/OD-1767/10) without amendment.

· Appointment of a new Executive Secretary for Integral Development

Upon calling the meeting to order, the Chair of the Permanent Council informed that Mr. Mauricio Cortes Costa, the recently appointed Executive Secretary for Integral Development, was in the room, having taken up those duties on September 1, 2010.


In that connection, the Secretary General of the OAS, Mr. José Miguel Insulza, told the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI of his decision to appoint Mr. Cortes Costa, a Brazilian citizen and career official in the diplomatic service of Brazil, to the aforementioned post.  He said that in accordance with Article 117 of the Charter of the Organization of American States the appointment had to be approved by the Inter-American Council for Integral Development.
The Executive Secretary-designate for Integral Development shared with the members of the Council and CEPCIDI his first impressions on the topics that comprise the agenda of the area to which he had been appointed and pledged his best efforts to carrying out his task.

The Alternate Representative of Brazil, Ms. Marcia Maro da Silva, remarked on the appointment of Mr. Cortes Costa and thanked the Secretary General for his presentation.

2.
Verbal Report of the Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas

Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos, Permanent Representative of Colombia, as Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI submitted a report on the work of the Group during the period January 27 to July 27, 2010.  He said that the Group had concluded its consideration of Chapters IV and V of the Draft Social Charter and also examined a number of provisions that were pending in other chapters of the Operative Section of that document.

He said also that the Operative Section had been agreed in full, with the clarification that two articles had been approved ad referendum of the delegation of the United States and that proposals had been put forward for the draft preamble and a number of action and implementation guidelines for the Social Charter.  Ambassador Hoyos concluded his report thanking all the delegations for their support and active participation in the Group’s activities. 

The Permanent Representative of Mexico, Ambassador Gustavo Albin, thanked Ambassador Hoyos for the report submitted and commended him on the progress achieved in the negotiation of so important a document.
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The Permanent Council took note of the report presented on the activities of the Working Group during the period ended July 27, 2010.

3.
Election of the Chair of the Joint PC/CEPCIDI Working Group on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas
Under the direction of Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos, Chair of CEPCIDI, the meeting proceeded with the election of the new Chair of the Joint PC/CEPCIDI Working Group on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas.


At the proposal of the Permanent Representative of Jamaica, Ambassador Audrey Marks, seconded by Ambassador Nestor Mendez, Permanent Representative of Belize, the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI elected by acclamation Ambassador Hubert J. Charles, Permanent Representative of Dominica, to the Chair of the Joint PC/CEPCIDI Working Group on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas for a term to conclude on March 2, 2011.

Ambassador Hubert J. Charles addressed the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI and shared with its members his impressions of the document and its negotiation process, the leadership of which he assumed, he said, with great commitment.
The Permanent Representative of Mexico, Ambassador Gustavo Albin, and the Alternate Representative of the United States, Mr. Milton Ducker, expressed appreciation and gratitude to Ambassador Hoyos for his work and pledged their support and collaboration to Ambassador Charles in completing the tasks connected with the preparation, not only of the draft Social Charter, but also of the corresponding plan of action.
Ambassador María Isabel Salvador, Chair of the Permanent Council, presiding, the joint meeting adjourned at 12:48 p.m.
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�.	The statements may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1767/10.
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