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The joint meeting was co-chaired by Ambassadors Joaquín Maza Martelli, Permanent Representative of El Salvador and Chair of the Permanent Council, and Luis Alfonso Hoyos, Permanent Representative of Colombia and Chair of CEPCIDI.  The meeting began at 10:15 p.m.

1. Adoption of the order of business

The Council and CEPCIDI adopted the order of business (document CP/OD-1771/10) without amendment.

2. Presentation on the Program and introduction of the video by the Executive Secretary for Integral Development, Ambassador Mauricio Cortes Costa

Ambassador Mauricio Cortes Costa, Executive Secretary for Integral Development, explained about the fundamental role that the Scholarship Program plays in development in the Hemisphere.  He said that 21,000 scholarships have been awarded to different citizens of the Americas since 1958.  He noted that in many cases these scholars have been considered heroes in their countries because they have assisted in the implementation of programs and public policies that have strengthened democracy, education, and health.  He added that the Scholarship Program is an embodiment of the concept of sharing knowledge.  Finally, he mentioned that this program is a celebration of recognition, which aims to encourage investment in the education and sustainable growth of the Hemisphere’s peoples, in order to make democracy a common objective.
After concluding his remarks Ambassador Costa introduced a video commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of the OAS Scholarship Program.
3. Remarks by Ms. Helga Cuellar, Manager of the Education Section of the Salvadorian Foundation for Economic and Social Development, on the importance of promoting access to higher education in the Americas
Ms. Helga Cuéllar delivered a presentation (document CP/INF.6111/10) on the importance of promoting access to higher education in the Americas.

During her presentation she described the work in education of the Salvadorian Foundation for Economic and Social Development and drew attention to the importance of the OAS Scholarship Program and the accomplishments made thanks to it.  She also offered an explanation of the state of education in the Hemisphere, in which she examined the proportion of gross domestic product (GDP) that countries allocate to research in their universities.  She also reiterated the importance of improving education at all levels and ensuring access to basic education, as well as a secondary education up to university level in all countries in the Hemisphere.
4. Presentation by the Director of the Department of Human Development, Education and Culture, Ms. Marie Levens, on the future of OAS Scholarships
The Director of the Department of Human Development, Education and Culture, Ms. Marie Levens, described the current position of the OAS Scholarship Program and its goals for the future. She noted that, so far, 116 universities in the member states have joined the OAS Consortium of Universities. She mentioned that the aim is to expand the program to enable more students to join this great initiative, and that, although they lack funds, they are enthusiastic about its expansion. She said that this aim could be achieved by having more agreements with universities in member states and observer countries. 
5. Remarks by the Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, Ambassador Albert Ramdin, on the importance of OAS promotion of higher education in the Americas

The Assistant Secretary General of the Organization, Ambassador Albert Ramdin (CP/INF.6107/10), expressed his acknowledgment to all those present in celebrating the 50th anniversary of the OAS Scholarship Program.  He mentioned that for the last five decades member states have unceasingly acknowledged the importance of education, in particular higher education, through their support for the Program.  He also mentioned that education is the key to development for any nation.  Finally, for his own part and on behalf of the Secretary General, he expressed the assurance that the Program would continue to have an impact for decades to come.
6. Remarks by Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos Aristizábal, Permanent Representative of Colombia and Chair of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development 
Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos Aristizábal, Permanent Representative of Colombia and Chair of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, recalled that the OAS was created to promote economic and social wellbeing in member states through facilitation of effective cooperation and the exchange of funds, and in that context he said that partnership for development included all member states, regardless of their level of progress.  The testimonies of former scholarship holders were proof of that.  He said that the Scholarship Program has had a positive influence on around 100,000 individuals in the Hemisphere and made a hugely significant contribution to the development of countries in the region.

He also called on all countries to establish partnerships and bilateral agreements.  He mentioned that innovation and science were pillars of development and that all the citizens of the Hemisphere had the capacity and strength to better themselves.  Finally, he said that this program is a good instrument but that it needed the support of all to become stronger.
7. Closing remarks by the Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Joaquín Maza Martelli, Permanent Representative of El Salvador
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The Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Joaquín Maza Martelli, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, said that this celebration was an opportunity to congratulate the citizens of all the OAS member states and commemorate this important feat, which was a milestone in the history of inter-American partnership for development.  He mentioned that more than 21,000 scholarships had been awarded since the Program's inception and that more than 100,000 scholarships of different types could be attributed to the human development activities of the OAS.  In this regard, he said that member states would have to align the objectives proposed in the framework of the Social Charter and that they should be reflected in the Plan of Action so that the Scholarship Program might contribute to development in the Hemisphere.  Finally, he said that the Program was a manifestation of the spirit of the Organization's Charter.
8. Comments by delegations

The delegations of Uruguay, Antigua and Barbuda, Panama, Dominican Republic, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Peru, El Salvador, Haiti, Brazil, Mexico, Bolivia, Ecuador, United States, Saint Lucia, Chile, Paraguay, Nicaragua, and Costa Rica offered observations on the OAS Scholarship Program, conveying their support for the Program and commending the staff who works to strengthen it.  They also indicated that the Program has contributed to development in the countries of the Hemisphere and they underscored the need to strengthen the program economically and to review the statutes in order to retarget it.
9.
Other business


The Chair of the Council invited those present to a wine reception in the Gallery of Heroes offered by the General Secretariat in commemoration of this important anniversary.
As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:15 p.m.
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�.	The statements may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1771/10.
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