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The Permanent Council held a special meeting on October 28, 2010, under the chairmanship of Ambassador Joaquín Maza Martelli, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, pursuant to the General Assembly mandates contained in resolutions on human rights and older persons AG/RES. 2455 (XXXIX-O/09), and AG/RES. 2562 (XL-O/10). 
1. Opening remarks
The Permanent Council Chair recalled that in considering the human rights situation of the elderly, the General Assembly took into account the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, which proclaim that all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights, with the right to life, liberty, and personal security as well. 
The Chair explained that the purpose of the meeting was to bring together national representatives, experts from academia, civil society, and international organizations, to exchange information and explore the feasibility of crafting an inter-American convention on the rights of older persons.
Remarks by Mr. Victor Rico, Secretary of Political Affairs, in charge of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS)
Mr. Victor Rico, Secretary of Political Affairs, spoke about the concern in the Hemisphere over the lack of conditions that were conducive to older persons fully exercising their rights. In that regard, he sad that according to the Pan American Health Organization's Plan of Action regarding older persons, 50% of the population over age 60 lacked the financial resources to meet their daily needs, while one third did not have any pension or retirement benefit or paid work. 
Mr. Rico spoke about the need for efforts geared towards eliminating extreme poverty, equitably distributing wealth and income, and for full participation of citizens in decisions relating to their own development. He said that conclusions arrived at during the meeting will be a significant contribution towards improving living conditions to enable older persons to fully exercise their rights and facilitate the elimination of all forms of discrimination against older persons in the countries of the hemisphere. 

Presentation by Dr. Mirta Roses, Director of the Pan American Health Organization 
The Director of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), Dr. Mirta Roses, said that the situation of the elderly and healthy and active aging was a priority for PAHO. Referring to the adoption of the Action Plan on the health of older persons, including active and healthy aging, she said it was a technical document that included important guidelines consistent with international and regional human rights instruments and served to review and reform policies , plans, laws, and programs for the elderly. She further explained that the strategies articulated by PAHO in this plan will seek to achieve the highest attainable standard of health as a fundamental right of every human being without distinction as to race, religion, ideology, or economic or social status, among others. 
Dr. Roses' presentation was distributed as document CP/INF. 6142/10.
2. The challenge of aging for the Americas
Presentation by Mr. Mario López, Principal Specialist, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 
Mr. Mario López, Senior Specialist, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), made ​​a presentation, which was subsequently distributed as document CP/INF. 6143/10. Mr. López noted that the Commission was following the issue of the human rights of older persons with keen interest and was committed to continuing the work necessary to incorporate this issue into public policy agendas of the countries and to promote at the regional level a study for preparing an inter-American convention on the rights of older persons.  
He added that in the regional system legal mechanisms  were in place to protect the rights of older persons, and that those legal mechanisms provided a frame of reference for channeling the interest of OAS member states and their citizens.
Presentation by Dr. Enrique Vega, Pan American Health Organization Regional Advisor, on "Healthy aging: an unavoidable challenge" 
Dr. Enrique Vega, PAHO regional advisor, gave a presentation on "Health, wellness, and aging: an unavoidable challenge," which was later distributed as a document CP/INF. 6128/10.
Describing health, wellness, and aging as an unavoidable challenge, Dr. Vega said that the issue was important because persons over 60 and those under 5 years old were the same proportion of the region's population. He said there were significant human resource knowledge gaps in terms of basic services for the seniors. He noted that health and aging were a race against time.
Dr. Vega noted that at their meeting in 2007, the Ministers of Health considered the issue of improved care of older persons. Guided by the principles of the United Nations, this approach recognizes that no country can face this job alone. Concluding, cited the PAHO Action Plan 2009-2018, which has four strategic lines of action: 1) Incorporating the health of older persons into public policy and bringing it in line with international instruments; 2) Adapting health care systems to  aging-related challenges and needs of the population; 3) Securing the necessary human resource training to serve this population; and 4) Enhancing the training necessary to execute and evaluate health care programs. 
Presentation by Ms. Luz Angela Melo, Representative of the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)
Ms. Luz Angela Melo, Representative of the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) gave a presentation on "Demographic Transformations and Their Implications for Public Policy from a Gender  Perspective," published as a document presentation CP/INF. 6144/10.
Ms. Melo said that the over-60 population is projected to increase to over 2 billion by 2050. Accordingly, he pointed out, for Latin America and the Caribbean, the demographic transition will rapidly increase and, according to CELADE seniors currently make up 7.9% of the population and rising. Finally, Ms. Melo referred to the program of action of the United Nations Conference on Population and Development, which focuses on seniors and the need for countries to anticipate the aging of this population through decent work and society's capacity to save.
Presentation by Mr. Dirk Jaspers, Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)
Mr. Dirk Jaspers of ECLAC spoke about "Older persons and development in the Americas," a presentation published as document CP/INF. 6131/10.
Mr. Jaspers noted the ECLAC Executive Secretary's request to set up a working group to lead the process of drafting an international treaty to protect the fundamental rights of older persons. In this context, he underscored the main rationale for the adoption of a convention on the rights of older persons. The objectives, he said, would be:  1) to remove the regulatory dispersion and to clear up ambiguities about the topic; 2) to strengthen monitoring and promotion of the rights of older persons; 3) progressive interpretation of human rights instruments; and 4) promotion of a human rights approach to public policy. 
Presentation by Ms. Fiona Clark, Representative of HelpAge International 
Ms. Fiona Clark, representative of HelpAge International, delivered a presentation entitled "Security in the Americas for the Elderly," which was published as document CP/INF. 6130/10.
In her presentation she noted that for a old age, there must be security, certainty, guarantee, and trust. In that connection, she argued that a convention on the rights of the elderly was vital to securing the future for this segment of the population, which continues to be ignored. Ms. Clark added that among its major advantages a convention would: a) reduce discrimination to bolster society's response to the challenge of aging; improve intergenerational solidarity; b) complement and raise the profile of the Madrid Plan; c) serve as a guide for formulating policy from a rights perspective; and d) provide for resources to be allocated for its implementation. 
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In her conclusion, Ms. Clark explained that the HelpAge network was committed to working with the elderly in Latin America and the Caribbean to help bring about an effective and efficient process to agree upon a convention to protect the rights of older persons. 
3.
Dialogue with the member states and participants to exchange information and best practices and to examine the feasibility of drafting an Inter-American Convention on the Rights of Older Persons.
The delegations of Uruguay, Dominican Republic, Brazil, Panama, Colombia, Ecuador, Chile, Canada, Nicaragua, Argentina, Costa Rica, Venezuela, Dominica, Saint Kitts and Nevis, El Salvador, United States, and Bolivia, agreeing that this was an important meeting, thanked the presenters. They agreed that it would be useful to consider establishing a working group to prepare a convention on the rights of older persons, and committed to participate in the work being done.
Following the statements by the member state delegations, Mr. Andrew Roman, Operational Coordinator of ODEM, and Ms. Meghan Morris, representative of the Permanent Assembly for Human Rights, made presentations.
In bringing the meeting to a close, the Chair described the presentations that were heard as very useful and timely material to continue examining the issue, adding that important proposals were put forward.  The Permanent Council decided to instruct the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs to deal with the topic and review the proposals submitted.
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� .	The statements and comments appear in the Minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1776/10.
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