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The joint meeting held to comply with resolution CP/RES. 909 (1576/06) was co-chaired by Ambassador Joaquín Maza Martelli, Permanent Representative of El Salvador and Chair of the Permanent Council, and by Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos, Permanent Representative of Colombia and Chair of CEPCIDI. The main focus of its attention was “The contribution of women to agriculture and food security in the Americas.” The meeting began at 3:45 p.m.


After opening the meeting, and once the agenda (document CP/OD-1780/10) had been adopted without modifications, Ambassador Maza greeted the panel of speakers and thanked them for attending. 


Ambassador Maza began the presentations by recognizing that the 2008 food-price crisis, exacerbated by the global financial crisis, had revealed the fragility of the agroalimentary system and had triggered a debate on the need to create a new vision for agriculture. Within that new vision, the contribution of women was of key importance for the agricultural development of the Americas, with enormous repercussions for food security. He said that in the structures of family agriculture, agricultural chains, and the rural agroalimentary industry, women were producers, employees, and business owners who play a constant, active role in ensuring well-being in rural areas, but that nevertheless, their contributions did not receive sufficient recognition. It was therefore imperative to assess agricultural policies that could have an impact on women and then make the changes necessary to provide them with protection and offer them incentives.

The meeting continued with a presentation by Mr. David C. Hatch, IICA’s Representative in the United States, which focused on the activities that the Institute is pursuing in connection with the meeting’s topics and concluded with a video on the contributions made by women in this area. 

The meeting continued under the chairmanship of Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos, Chair of CEPCIDI. Ambassador Hoyos said that women’s contributions to national economies and social development in the OAS member states did not receive adequate recognition. Most of the female heads of household in Latin America and the Caribbean were their families’ breadwinners. However, there were few opportunities for training, technical assistance, and professional development. 

His address was followed by a presentation by Ambassador Audrey Marks, Permanent Representative of Jamaica, on women business owners. The Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women, Ms. Carmen Moreno, spoke of the power of rural women in the Americas.

This topic was also addressed by Ms. Petronila Morales Calgua, Vice President of the Rural Business Trade Association of Guatemala, and Ms. Monique Pierre Finnigan, Director General of the Organization for the Rehabilitation of the Environment in Haiti. 

The representatives of Uruguay, the United States, Colombia, El Salvador, Panama, Guatemala, Saint Kitts and Nevis, and Haiti congratulated the IICA for its ongoing work in all the member states in support of agriculture and, in particular, of women engaged in agricultural activities. They also thanked the speakers for their participation and spoke briefly of their countries’ experiences with this topic. 
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After the co-chairs acknowledged the fundamental importance of agriculture as a means of subsistence for millions of rural families in the Hemisphere, along with its role in creating prosperity as a strategic sector of the socio-economic system, and after they had noted their appreciation for the work of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture, the meeting adjourned at 5:42 p.m.
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�.	The declarations may be found in the meeting minutes, CP/ACTA 1781/10.
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