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The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was conducted under the chairmanship of Ambassador Joaquín Maza, Permanent Representative of El Salvador to the Organization of American States (OAS), and opened at 11:17 a.m.

1. Adoption of the order of business
The Permanent Council adopted without amendment the draft order of business CP/OD-1782/10.

· Solidarity with the people and Government of Colombia
The Chair of the Permanent Council expressed the solidarity of all the member states with the people and Government of Colombia for the loss of lives and substantial material damage caused by torrential rain and flooding in much of that country. 
2. Consideration of the draft resolution for a Smoke-Free Environment Policy at Headquarters. Request by the Permanent Mission of Panama
The Permanent Representative of Panama, Ambassador Guillermo Cochez, presented a draft resolution to extend the General Secretariat’s smoke-free environment policy to delegates of the member states, noting the scientific evidence that smoking poses a grave health risk for both smokers and passive smokers. 
The Permanent Council took note of the presentation of the Permanent Representative of Panama and adopted the resolution that was later published as document CP/RES. 980 (1782/10) “Smoke-Free Environment Policy at the Headquarters of the Organization of American States.”
3. Launch of the Portal of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health in the Americas. Request by the Permanent Mission of Brazil

The Chair of the Permanent Council offered a warm welcome to the following distinguished guests who accompanied the member states for the launch of the portal: Mrs. Juliana Pereira de Silva, Director of the Department of Consumer Protection and Defense of Brazil, Mr. Richard O´Brien, Director of the Office of International Programs and Intergovernmental Affairs of the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission, Mr. Neilton Araújo de Oliveira, Deputy Director of the National Health Surveillance Agency (ANVISA) of Brazil, and Mr. Carlos Burgoa, Representative of the Pan American Health Organization.

Mrs. Pereira de Silva launched the network portal as a tool at the service of consumers and authorities in the region for the exchange of information and experience, dissemination of information on the subject, and education on consumer product safety and its impact on health. Mr. Richard O´Brien also addressed the Council. 

After the presentations, the Chair of the Council said that the network launched would provide, among other things, access to relevant data on unsafe products and would provide training for consumer product safety officials. 
The Permanent Council took note of the interesting presentations and the Chair appealed to countries not yet participating actively in the network to consider contributing their knowledge to this initiative designed by and for the member states. 
4. Approval of minutes of the Permanent Council 

The Permanent Council approved the following minutes:

· CP/ACTA 1683/09 of the regular meeting held on March 18, 2009

· CP/ACTA 1690/09 of the regular meeting held on May 6, 2009

· CP/ACTA 1691/09 of the regular meeting held on May 13, 2009

· CP/ACTA 1695/09 of the regular meeting held on June 9, 2009

· CP/ACTA 1697/09 of the joint meeting held with CEPCIDI on June 17, 2008

· CP/ACTA 1717/09 of the joint meeting held with CEPCIDI on September 25, 2008

· CP/ACTA 1719/09 of the regular meeting held on September 29, 2009

· CP/ACTA 1731/09 of the regular meeting held on November 4, 2009

· CP/ACTA 1758/10 of the regular meeting held on el May 27, 2010

· CP/ACTA 1769/10 of the regular meeting held on el September 27, 2010

5. 
Other business
· The Permanent Representative of Colombia thanked the Council members for their expressions of solidarity. 
· The Permanent Representative of Brazil said there was an inconsistency in the various language versions of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, and the Permanent Council should establish a mechanism to make the necessary correction. He said it was necessary to review Article 21 of the Charter. The representatives of the United States and Peru suggested formation of a style committee for that purpose with the member states that comprised the style committee that reviewed the Inter-American Democratic Charter. 
· The Permanent Representative of Paraguay referred to the municipal elections held in his country on November 7, 2011, which were monitored by an OAS Electoral Observer Mission. 
· The Permanent Observer of Spain expressed the solidarity of all observer states with the people and Government of Colombia. He then told the Council members about the presentation that the Royal Organization of Madrid would make at the next meeting of the Council, and invited the delegations to attend an event on demining that his delegation would sponsor on December 8, 2010.

There being no other business, the meeting was declared closed.
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�.	The statements and comments are contained in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA-1782/11.
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