[image: image1.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL

OEA/Ser.G

CP/SA.1783/10

1 December 2010

Original: Spanish

Record of the regular meeting of December 1, 2010

CP/ACTA 178310
/

The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was chaired by Ambassador Izben Williams, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis to the Organization of American States (OAS), and began at 4:12 p.m.

1. Adoption of the order of business
The Council adopted the order of business, document CP/OD-1783/10 rev. 1.  The Chair suggested a change in the order of the presentations under items 3 and 4.

2.
Preparations for the Twenty-sixth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs:

The Chair referred to the convocation of the Twenty-sixth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs by way of resolution CP/RES. 979 (1780/10), to be held on December 7, 2010, at OAS headquarters, and recalled that Article 63 of the OAS Charter provided that the agenda and rules of procedure of the Meeting of Consultation should be prepared by the Permanent Council.


Consideration of the Draft Agenda (CP/doc.4524/10)


The Draft Agenda for the Twenty-sixth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, document CP/doc. 4524/10, was adopted as presented.

· Consideration of the Draft Rules of Procedure (CP/doc.4525/10)


The United States delegation requested a clarification of what constituted a majority for decisions, as cited in item 12 of the Draft Rules of Procedure. 


Dr. Jean Michel Arrighi, Secretary for Legal Affairs, recalled that, for the Twenty-sixth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, an organ of the inter-American system that predated even the OAS itself, the basis for establishing a majority was the number of states accredited to each meeting.  Decisions were taken by a two-thirds majority of the states accredited to the meeting.  Procedural decisions were taken by a simple majority of the states accredited.


The Draft Rules of Procedure of the Twenty-sixth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, document CP/doc.4525/10, were adopted as presented.

· Establishment of the order of precedence of the delegations of the:

· Member states


Under Article 4 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the order of precedence was established by the drawing of lots by the member states, with the delegation of Dominica at the head of the list.  The remaining delegations would follow, in Spanish alphabetical order. 

· Permanent observers

Under Article 4 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the order of precedence was established by the drawing of lots by the permanent observers, with the delegation of the Holy See at the head of the list.


At this point, the delegation of Ecuador requested that the record of the meeting show that, while it respected the decision by Costa Rica to request the convocation of the Meeting of Consultation, there was no reason for that Meeting, since the matter had already been brought before the International Court of Justice, a forum accepted by both Costa Rica and Nicaragua.


The delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela said that, under the political circumstances of recent days, and in the climate that was forming around a Meeting of Consultation where one of the parties concerned would be absent, the Organization was entering shaky terrain. The Paraguayan and Bolivian delegations seconded the view of the delegation of Ecuador.


The delegation of Panama, after reaffirming the right of Costa Rica to request the Meeting, presented its views on the comments made and explained its position on the procedural aspect of the matter.


The delegations of Canada and Peru also spoke on the debate that had arisen.
3.
Presentation on the assumption of the G20 presidency by France. Request by the Permanent Observer Mission of France (CP/INF.6163/10)


Ambassador Pierre-Henri Guignard, Permanent Representative of the Observer Mission of France, gave a presentation in connection with France’s assumption of the G20 presidency and outlined in broad strokes the priority guidelines his Government would establish for that office.


The Chair of the Council congratulated France as President of the G20 and requested that this presidency make it possible for the other countries to be heard. 
4.
Presentation by the Fundación Real Madrid. Request by the Permanent Observer Mission of Spain (CP/INF.6152/10)


Mr. Julio González Ronco, Director General, and Ms. María García Juste, Coordinator of International Projects, of the Fundación Real Madrid of Spain, presented to the Council an institutional video on the Foundation and explained how it operated in terms of social action and cooperation.

The delegations of Antigua and Barbuda, Brazil, Colombia, El Salvador, Jamaica, Panama, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, and Uruguay thanked the Observer Mission of Spain for the opportunity to learn about the work of that Foundation.


Ambassador Javier Sancho, Permanent Representative of the Observer Mission of Spain, thanked the delegations for their comments and reflected on the impact of the Fundación Real Madrid.


5.
Other business.
· The Chair of the Council reported that the letters of invitation to the Twenty-sixth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs had been sent to the delegations.

· The Ambassador of Guyana referred to the fourth regular meeting of UNASUR, held in Georgetown, Guyana, noting in particular the adoption of a protocol on strengthening democracy.

· The delegation of Bolivia reported on the Ninth Conference of Ministers of the Americas, held in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, from November 22 to 25, 2010, and requested that the Secretariat handle the delivery of the report of the Conference and the Declaration of Santa Cruz de la Sierra.

· The delegation of Costa Rica referred to the 62nd anniversary of the abolition of the army in his country.

· The delegation of Peru announced the appointment of Ms. Carmen Lucía de la Pava as Chief of Staff of the Assistant Secretary General and thanked her for her excellent work as Secretary to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs. The delegations of Antigua and Barbuda, Belize, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Grenada, Guatemala, the United States, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela seconded the Peruvian delegation’s statements on the recent appointment of Ms. de la Pava.

· The Assistant Secretary General reported on some administrative changes, including the appointment of Ms. Carmen Lucía de la Pava as Chief of Staff, of Ms. Sherry Tross as Director of the Summits Secretariat, of Ms. Yadira Soto as coordinator of the national offices, and of Ms. Gisela Vergara as adviser to the Assistant Secretary General.

· The delegations of Antigua and Barbuda, Belize (on behalf of SICA and CARICOM), Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Grenada, the United States, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela referred to the appointment of Ms. Sherry Tross as Director of the Summits Secretariat and thanked her for her prior service as Chief of Staff of the Assistant Secretary General.  The delegation of Panama referred to the appointment of Ms. Gisela Vergara to her new position.


There being no further business to discuss, the meeting concluded at 6:15 p.m.[image: image2.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL
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�.	The statements are provided in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1783/10.
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