PAGE  
- 3 -

[image: image1.wmf] 

PERMANENT COUNCIL

 


OEA/Ser.G

CP/SA 1789/11
20 January 2011

Original: Spanish

Record of the regular meeting held on January 20, 2011

CP/ACTA-1789/11
/
The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was conducted under the chairmanship of Ambassador Carmen Lomellin, Permanent Representative of United States to the Organization of American States, and opened at 10:15 a.m.

1. Adoption of the order of business

The Council adopted without amendment the draft order of business (CP/OD-1789/11).
· Condolences to the people and Government of Trinidad and Tobago

Ambassador Lomellin offered condolences on behalf of the members of the Permanent Council to the people and Government of Trinidad and Tobago on the passing of Sir Ellis Emmanuel Innocent Clarke on December 30, 2010.

The Permanent Council observed a moment of silence in memory of Sir Ellis Clarke, the first President of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and Permanent Representative of his country to the OAS.

· Condolences to the people and Government of Venezuela

The Permanent Council also offered condolences to the people and Government of Venezuela on the passing of Mr. Carlos Andrés Pérez on December 25, 2010.

The Permanent Council observed a moment of silence in memory of Mr. Pérez, who had served twice as President of Venezuela.

· Condolences to the people and Government of Brazil

The Permanent Council offered expressions of sympathy and solidarity to the people and Government of Brazil and to the families of those who had lost their lives as a result of the torrential rains and floods occurring in several states of its territory. 
2.
International Holocaust Remembrance Day
The Chair noted that January 20 marked International Holocaust Remembrance Day, the date designated by the United Nations to remember the victims of the Nazi era concentration camps.

Mr. Douglas Davidson, Special Envoy for Holocaust Issues of the U.S. Department of State, made remarks regarding the significance of the commemoration.

The following delegations also referred to the day commemorated:  Argentina, on behalf of the member states of the ALADI group, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Costa Rica, on behalf of the SICA Member States, Canada, Venezuela, United States, and Bahamas.

The delegation of Brazil expressed appreciation for the expressions of solidarity and sympathy for the many lives lost and heavy damage caused by the rains. 

The Permanent Council took note of the statements by all speakers. 

3.
Report on the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

The Chief of the Electoral Observation Mission, Ambassador Frank Almaguer, presented the report on the elections held in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines on December 13, 2010. 

The representatives of Bahamas and Chile, and the Secretary General, congratulated the people and Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines on the successful elections held.

The Permanent Council took note of the oral report given by the Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission and congratulated the people and Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines on the satisfactory election, which demonstrated that country’s commitment to democracy. 

In concluding the consideration of this matter, the Secretary General bade farewell to Ambassador Frank Almaguer, who was completing his tour of duty with the General Secretariat as Secretary for Administration and Finance.  In bidding him farewell, the Secretary General hailed the loyalty and sincerity that had marked Ambassador Almaguer’s efforts, as well as his unflagging support and excellent work.  The Permanent Council bade farewell to Ambassador Almaguer with a round of applause.

4. Report on the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Costa Rica

The Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Costa Rica, Mrs. María Emma Mejía, presented the report on the municipal elections held in Costa Rica on December 5, 2010. 

The Permanent Representative of Costa Rica, Ambassador José Enrique Castillo, expressed appreciation for the support received from the OAS for the holding of the elections. The representatives of Canada, United States, and Peru congratulated Costa Rica on the elections held.

The Permanent Council took note of the oral report given by the Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission on the municipal elections held in Costa Rica congratulated the people and Government of that country on the excellent elections held and for the staunch commitment shown to the strengthening of democracy. 

The Permanent Council also thanked Mrs. María Emma Mejía, Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Costa Rica, and her team, for their excellent work. 

5. Report on the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Paraguay

The Director of the Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation of the General Secretariat, Mr. Pablo Gutiérrez, presented, on behalf of the Chief of the Electoral Observation Mission, Mr. Enrique Ayala,  the report on the municipals elections held in Paraguay on November 7, 2010.

The Permanent Representative of Paraguay, Ambassador Hugo Saguier, expressed appreciation for the cooperation received from the OAS received for many years by the government of his country  and, especially, for the assistance received during the elections.
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The representatives of Canada, United States, and Peru congratulated the people and Government of Paraguay on the orderly and transparent election held.

The Permanent Council took note of the oral report given by the Director of the Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation of the General Secretariat on the successful municipal elections held in Paraguay and congratulated the people and Government of that country on the successful event.

The Permanent Council also thanked Mr. Enrique Ayala, Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Paraguay, and his team, for their excellent work. 

6. Approval of minutes of meetings of the Permanent Council 

The Permanent Council approved the minutes of the:

· Regular meeting held on July 15, 2009 (CP/ACTA 1701/10)

· Regular meeting held on May 12, 2010 (CP/ACTA 1755/10)

7. Other business
There being no other business, at 12:13 p.m., the meeting was declared closed.
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�.	The statements and comments are contained in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA-1797/11.
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