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CP/ACTA 1795/11

The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was conducted under the chairmanship of Ambassador Carmen Lomellin Guillen, Permanent Representative of United States to the Organization of American States (OAS), and opened at 10:43 a.m.

1.
Adoption of the order of business

The Permanent Council adopted without amendment the order of business (CP/OD-1795/11). 

· Welcome to the Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis

At the outset of the meeting, the Permanent Council warmly welcomed Ambassador Jacinth Lorna Henry-Martin, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis.  Ambassador Henry-Martin offered her initial reflections on the work of the Organization.

· Welcome to the Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago

The Permanent Council also received Ambassador Neil Parsan, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago. The Chair of the Council also.  Ambassador Parsan shared with the members of the Permanent Council the perspective of his country’s government regarding several of the items on the work agenda of the Organization.

The representatives of Mexico–on behalf of the delegations of the ALADI group member states, Belize–on behalf of the SICA member states, Grenada–on behalf of the CARICOM member states, and Canada welcomed Ambassadors Henry-Martin and Parsan.

1. Cultural and Linguistic Diversity within the OAS on the Occasion of the International Day of La Francophonie. Request by the Permanent Mission of Haiti (CP/INF.6207/11)


The Permanent Representative of Haiti to the OAS, Ambassador Duly Brutus, referred to the International Day of La Francophonie.  Ambassador Brutus mentioned Canada, Dominica, Saint Lucia, Dominican Republic, Haiti, and France as members of the International Organization of La Francophonie, and invited the member states to participate in the celebrations of the International Day. 


The representatives of Canada, Costa Rica, and Panama, and the Permanent Observer of France also referred to La Francophonie Day. 


The Council took note of the observations made regarding the cultural and linguistic diversity of the Americas and the International Day of La Francophonie.

2. Resignation of a member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CP/doc.4538/11)

The Chair of the Permanent Council informed the members of the Council that the Permanent Mission of Mexico had announced the resignation, for health reasons, of Ambassador Jorge Palacios Treviño from membership of the Inter-American Juridical Committee and that the Government of Mexico had nominated Mr. Fernando Gómez Mont-Urueta to fill the vacancy left by his resignation.


The Chair of the Permanent Council noted that, under Article 50 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council and Article 101 of the Charter of the Organization, it is incumbent upon the Permanent Council to fill vacancies on the Inter-American Juridical Committee when they occurr for reasons other than normal expiration of the corresponding term of office; that for the election to be held, the member states shall present candidacies; and that the candidate elected shall complete the term of his or her predecessor, which, in this specific case, was December 31, 2014.


The Permanent Council took note of the resignation of Ambassador Jorge Treviño Palacios, and, in accordance with the applicable provisions, set March 30, 2011, as the deadline for the presentation of candidacies.  It also decided that the election to fill the vacancy on the Inter-American Juridical Committee would be held on May 4, 2011.
3. Report by the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs on the work of the CAAP with respect to the mandates assigned in resolution CP/RES. 971 (1751/10) (CP/INF.6206/11)

The Vice Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP), Mr. Alberto del Castillo, Alternate Representative of Mexico, on behalf of Ambassador Virgilio Alcántara, Chair of the Committee, gave a report on the progress made in implementing the mandates assigned in resolution CP/RES. 971 (1751/10).


After the delegation of Brazil had expressed appreciation for the progress made and the report given, the Permanent Council took note of it and decided to extend the provisions of resolution CP/RES. 971 (1751/10), in accordance with the request of the CAAP, to develop clear and transparent procedures for the use of templates for draft resolutions to be presented to the General Assembly for consideration and to develop the relevant training program. 

4. Report by the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the Technical Meeting of Donors to Strengthen the Inter-American Human Rights System, held in Ottawa, Canada, on March 1 and 2, 2011 (CP/INF.6204/11 and CP/INF.6212/11)
Ambassador Hugo de Zela, Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and Permanent Representative of Peru, gave an oral report on the Technical Meeting of Donors to Strengthen the Inter-American Human Rights System, held on March 1 and 2, 2011, in Ottawa, Canada. 


The representatives of Argentina, Mexico, Brazil, and Guatemala referred to the report presented by Ambassador de Zela. 


The Permanent Council took note of the report presented, and of the comments and observations made by member states.

5. Proposal of the Chair of the Permanent Council to Fulfill the Mandates Contained in Operative Paragraphs 13 and 14 of Resolution AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10) “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter” (CP/doc.4546/11)
The Chair of the Permanent Council presented a proposal to fulfill the mandates contained in operative paragraphs 13 and 14 of resolution AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter.” 

The Permanent Representative of Peru, on behalf of the ALADI group member states, thanked the Chair of the Permanent Council for her proposal to fulfill the mandates contained in the above-mentioned resolution and suggested some modifications.


The representatives of Grenada, Canada, Nicaragua, United States, Dominican Republic, and Ecuador referred to the matter, and to the proposed approach, themes, and time periods.


The Permanent Council approved the text with the modifications suggested.  The “Proposal of the Chair of the Permanent Council to Fulfill the Mandates Contained in Operative Paragraphs 13 and 14 of Resolution AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10) “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter” was distributed as document CP/doc.4546/11 rev. 1.
6. 2009 Annual and Activities Reports of the Office of the Inspector General (CP/doc.4536/11) 


The Acting Inspector General, Mr. Oscar Chavera, presented the 2009 Annual and Activities Reports of the Office of the Inspector General, which gave account of the audit activities carried out and the recommendations arising therefrom.

The representatives of Brazil, Mexico, United States, and Canada referred to the report presented and, generally, to the activities incumbent upon this General Secretariat area.  The representative of United States asked when the new Inspector General would be designated.


When the interventions by delegations had concluded, the Permanent Council took note of the reports presented and of the comments made by member states, and decided to forward the reports to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs for the corresponding in-depth analysis.

7. Approval of minutes of Permanent Council meetings  
The delegation of Venezuela requested that approval of CP/ACTA 1736/10 be postponed.  For its part, the delegation of Guatemala requested a correction to CP/ACTA 1699/09.

The Permanent Council approved the following ten sets of minutes:

· Special meeting held on June 26, 2009, with the amendment requested by the delegation of Guatemala (CP/ACTA 1699/09)
· Special meeting held on June 28, 2009 (CP/ACTA 1700/09)
· Special meeting held on July 20, 2009 (CP/ACTA 1702/09)
· Regular meeting held on July 22, 2009 (CP/ACTA 1703/09)
· Regular meeting held on July 24, 2009 (CP/ACTA 1706/09)
· Regular meeting held on August 5, 2009 (CP/ACTA 1708/09)
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Meeting held on August 26, 2009 (CP/ACTA 1712/09)
· Special meeting held on November 11, 2009 (CP/ACTA 1728/09)
· Special meeting held on November 11, 2009 (CP/ACTA 1729/09)
· Special meeting held on November 10, 2010 (CP/ACTA 1778/10)
8. Other business
· Ambassador María Isabel Salvador, Permanent Representative of Ecuador, on behalf of the ALADI group member states, requested the Chair of Permanent Council to send a note to the Permanent Observer of Japan conveying the solidarity of the OAS member states with the Japanese people and government for the tragedy that had occurred in that country.

· Ambassador Enrique Castillo, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica, referred to the literary session being held that day in the Columbus Memorial Library.


There being no other business, at 1:19 p.m., the meeting was declared closed.
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