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The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was conducted under the chairmanship of Ambassador Carmen Lomellin, Permanent Representative of the United States to the Organization of American States (OAS), and opened at 10:15 a.m.

1. Adoption of the order of business
The Permanent Council adopted without amendment the draft order of business (CP/OD-1797/11).

2. Proposal by the Chair of the Permanent Council to Fulfill the Mandates Contained in Operative Paragraphs 13 and 14 of Resolution AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10) “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy:  Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter” (CP/doc.4546/11 rev.1), and a preliminary draft schedule of meetings (CP/doc.4546/11 rev. 1, add. 1 rev. 1)
The Chair of the Council presented to the Permanent Council for consideration a proposal on activities that could be carried out in implementation of the mandates contained in operative paragraphs 13 and 14 of General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10), "Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy:  Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter.”  In presenting the proposal, Ambassador Lomellin indicated that it brought together the suggestions that had been considered at informal meetings on this subject. The proposal presented also included a preliminary draft schedule of meetings so that they could be held.

The Permanent Council adopted the methodology proposed by the Chair for the launch of dialogue on the effectiveness of the implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.  Consideration and subsequent adoption of the preliminary schedule of meetings remained pending. 

3. Request by the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia to be granted permanent observer status to the Organization of American States 
The Permanent Council decided to assign analysis of the request (CP/doc.4528/11, CP/doc.4528/11 add.1, and CP/INF. 6189/11), to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.
4. Consideration of the draft resolution “Update of Costs of Conferences and Meetings Funded by the OAS” (CP/CAAP-3095/11 rev. 2)

The Vice Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP), Mr. Alberto Del Castillo, Alternate Representative of Mexico, reported that, in implementation of operative paragraph 10 of resolution CP/RES. 872 (1459/04), “Update of Costs of Conferences and Meetings Funded by the OAS,” the CAAP had studied and analyzed the costs of conferences and meetings funded by the OAS. 

As a result of this analysis, the CAAP had completed the preparation of a draft resolution on the update of costs (CP/CAAP-3095/11 rev. 2), which it had presented to the Permanent Council for adoption.

The delegations of Brazil, Guatemala, Canada, and Chile expressed appreciation for the report presented by the CAAP and noted that the proposed update of costs would make possible better identification of resources for the Organization. 

The Permanent Council adopted without amendment the draft resolution that was subsequently published as resolution CP/RES. 982 (1797/11), “Update of Costs of Conferences and Meetings Funded by the OAS.”

5. Consideration of draft resolution “Amendment of Resolution CP/RES. 965 (1733/09) on the Costing Process for Resolutions to be Referred to the General Assembly for Consideration (CP/CAAP-3094/11 rev. 3)
The Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP), Virgilio Alcántara, Permanent Representative of Dominican Republic, reported on the implementation of resolution CP/RES. 971 (1733/09) on the estimates of the financial impact of resolutions adopted by the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session and on the implementation of a training program for General Secretariat staff and the program for the member state delegations on the costing process for resolutions.

The Chair of the CAAP emphasized that:  (1) the estimates of the financial impact of resolutions adopted at the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly had been presented and distributed to the member states on August 31, 2010 (CP/CAAP-3071/10); (2) three training courses had been held for permanent mission staff on the costing process for resolutions; and (3) based on the suggestions presented by member states and the support from the Department of Planning and Evaluation, a costing procedure for resolutions had been prepared.

Lastly, the Chair of the CAAP indicated that the aim of the process was to facilitate the work flow in the clear and precise identification of cost estimates, and to include supplementary technical information that would not interfere with the political negotiation process, to serve as a work tool for delegations.

The delegations of Peru, Argentina, and Guatemala expressed support for the draft resolution presented and indicated that the costing process for draft resolutions was not subject to political decisions by the organs and would be a tool for future decision-making. 

The delegations of Mexico and The Bahamas expressed support for the draft resolution and mentioned that the process would assist the identification of costs to set the budgetary ceiling and prepare of the program-budget of the Organization. 

The delegation of Chile expressed support for the draft resolution and mentioned that the costing process for resolutions constituted a significant advance for the CAAP, since it facilitated fuller and more detailed budgetary evaluation.

The delegation of Brazil expressed support for the draft resolution and indicated that the costing process would facilitate the transparency of and decision-making by the Organization.

The Permanent Council adopted without amendment the draft resolution that would subsequently be published as resolution CP/RES. 983 (1797/11), “Amendment of Resolution CP/RES. 965 (1733/09) on the Costing Process for Resolutions to the Referred to the General Assembly for Consideration.”
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6. Approval the minutes of the meeting of the Permanent Council, CP/ACTA 1785/10 


The Permanent Council approved the minutes of the regular meeting held on December 15, 2010, CP/ACTA 1785/10.

7. Other business
· The Permanent Representative of Nicaragua referred to the situation in Libya and indicated the position of his government in that regard. The delegation of Venezuela also referred to this matter, calling on the international community to find a peaceful solution to the situation in that country.  The delegation of United States did the same, mentioning that the international community was united in defending human rights in Libya.

· The delegations of Argentina, Peru, and Uruguay expressed condolences to the Republic of Brazil on the death of former Vice President José Alencar.  The delegation of Brazil expressed appreciation for the expressions of sympathy.

· The delegation of Canada reported on an event it would host in commemoration of Francophonie Day and extended an invitation to the delegations to participate therein.

There being no other business, at 11:40 a.m., the meeting was declared closed.
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�.	The statements and comments are contained in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA-1797/11.
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