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The special meeting of the Permanent Council was conducted under the chairmanship of Ambassador Gillian M. S. Bristol, Permanent Representative of Grenada to the Organization of American States, and opened at 10:45 a.m.

1. Adoption of the order of business

The Council adopted without amendment the draft order of business (CP/OD-1804/11).
2. Presentation by the Secretary General on the overall budget level and the sources of financing for the 2012 Program-Budget of the Organization, in accordance with AG/RES. 1 (XL-E/10)
The Secretary General, Mr. José Miguel Insulza, indicated that the aim of his presentation was to contribute ideas to conversations among member states regarding the financing for the budget of the Organization and to assist in the search for consensus in that regard.  The presentation by the Secretary General focused especially on two very specific matters: the overall level of the Regular Fund budget of the Organization and setting the contributions of member states in the form of quota payments for the operations of the Organization in 2012, but it also referred to the current situation of the Regular Fund, specific funds, and real estate management of the Organization.

The Secretary General concluded his presentation by offering to the member states for their consideration the following suggestions regarding the overall level of the 2012 program-budget of the Organization and the sources of financing which, he indicated, were consistent with the express intent of some member states and the specific recommendations of the Board of External Auditors in that regard.  The proposed financing, he indicated, was based on the budget level approved for 2011, and represented and adjustment of 3% to both the overall level of the Regular Fund budget and the total quota assessment amount for 2012:

a.
To set the overall level of the 2012 Regular Fund program-budget at US$87.9 million and to finance it as follows;

b.
Net contributions of member states in the form of quota payments for financing the Regular Fund (US$83.1 million);

c.
Indirect cost recovery resources from projects financed with external funds (US$2.3 million) and contribution of US$341,000 from the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) for technical and administrative support;

d.
Other income of US$2.2 million (interest, rentals, and amortizations);

e.
To adopt a mechanism for the 2012-2014 period that adjusts the total quota assessment amount up to a maximum of 3% per year, solely to cover inflationary increases in the Regular Fund.


The delegations of Mexico, Dominican Republic, United States, Guatemala, and Canada referred to the financial and budgetary situation of the Organization and agreed that the it meant that serious decisions had to be taken.


The Permanent Council tasked the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters with serious and careful analysis of the Secretary General’s proposals and with formulating a recommendation in that connection, to be presented as a draft resolution for transmittal to the General Assembly for consideration at its forty-first regular session.
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Report by the General Secretariat on Invitations to the Forty-First Regular Session of the General Assembly that require authorization by the Permanent Council, in accordance with Articles 9 and 10 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly (CP/doc.4558/11)

The Chair presented to the members of the Permanent Council for their consideration the above-captioned report by the General Secretariat and draft resolution on invitations to the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly that require authorization by the Permanent Council, in accordance with Articles 9 and 10 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, to enable inter-American regional or subregional governmental entities and agencies, specialized agencies of the United Nations and other international organizations, civil society organizations, workers’ organizations, private-sector organizations, and international organizations to attend the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly. 


The Permanent Council took note of the report by the General Secretariat (CP/doc.4558/11), and approved the draft resolution authorizing the Secretary General to extend the corresponding invitations.  The resolution was published as resolution CP/RES. 984 (1804/11), “Invitations to the Forty-first Regular Session of the General Assembly.”

Before closing the meeting, the Secretary General referred to the health of the Assistant Secretary General of the Organization, Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, and informed the member states that the Secretary for External Relations, Ambassador Alfonso Quiñónez, had been designated, until such time as the Assistant Secretary General was able to resume his functions, to keep abreast of the preparations for the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly.


There being no other business, at 11:39 a.m., the meeting was declared closed.
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�.	The statements are contained in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1804/11.
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