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The Permanent Council held a special meeting under the chairmanship of Ambassador Gillian M.S. Bristol, Permanent Representative of Grenada to the Organization of American States. The meeting was called to order at 3:28 p.m.

1.
Adoption of the order of business 

The Council adopted the order of business, document CP/OD-1806/11, without any changes.

•
Condolences to the people and Government of the United States of America

On behalf of the members of the Permanent Council, the Chair expressed condolences to and solidarity with the people and Government of the United States as a result of the human toll and material damage inflicted by the tornadoes in the state of Missouri and the floods in the state of Mississippi. 

2.
Consideration of the convocation of the forty-first special session of the General Assembly
On a proposal from the delegations of Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Panama, and the Dominican Republic, the Permanent Council considered the advisability of convening a special session of the General Assembly regarding the lifting of the suspension of the Republic of Honduras from the exercise of the right to participate in the Organization of American States.  

The delegations of Canada, Ecuador, and Guatemala - on behalf of the countries of Central American Integration System (SICA) - and Peru - on behalf of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela - expressed appreciation for the mediation efforts undertaken by the governments of Colombia and Venezuela in relation to the "Agreement for National Reconciliation and Consolidation of the Democratic System in the Republic of Honduras" and for the willingness of President Lobo and former President Zelaya to find a course to facilitate the return of Honduras to the Organization.

Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klee noted that the SICA member countries were of the view that the conditions were in order to lift the suspension of the right of the Republic of Honduras to participate in the Organization of American States and were therefore presenting, for consideration by the Permanent Council, the draft resolution "Situation in Honduras," document CP/doc.4563/11 rev.1


Ambassador María Isabel Salvador, Permanent Representative of Ecuador, said expressed her Government's position that it considered that it was premature to call a special session of the General Assembly to settle the return of Honduras to the Organization.


Referring to the proposal presented, Ambassador Hugo de Zela, Permanent Representative of Peru - on behalf of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela - suggested amending the second preambular paragraph, replacing the word "strengthening" with the word "defense," and this was accepted by the countries that submitted the draft. He stated as well that all these countries were willing to adopt this draft resolution.


The Delegation of Guyana - on behalf of the CARICOM countries  - thanked the countries of SICA and the Dominican Republic for presenting the draft resolution, and expressed its support for same with the amendment suggested by the Delegation of Peru.

Ambassador Allan Culham, Permanent Representative of Canada, expressed his support for the draft resolution, stating that his delegation looked forward to Honduras' return to the Organization. 
Ambassador Guillermo Cochez, Permanent Representative of Panama, proposed a roll call vote to adopt or reject the draft resolution. This proposal was supported by Ambassador José Enrique Castillo, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica.

Following the presentation of an amendment to the operative paragraph by Ambassador Nestor Mendez, Permanent Representative of Belize - on behalf of the CARICOM member states  -  the Permanent Council held a  roll call vote on the draft resolution, in accordance with Article 60 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council. The draft resolution, with the amendments proposed, was adopted by a vote of thirty one delegations in favor and one delegation against, with one delegation absent. The resolution was subsequently published as document CP/RES.986 (1806/11)

Once the forty-first special session of the General Assembly was called to order, the Permanent Council, in accordance with the provisions of Articles 9 and 10 of its Rules of Procedure, considered matters relating to invitations to the General Assembly.  

Accordingly, pursuant to Article 9 of the Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council decided to authorize the Secretary General to invite the following inter-American governmental entities and organizations that are regional or subregional to attend the forty-first special session of the General Assembly, as "observers": 

•            Association of Caribbean States

•            Pan American Railway Congress Association (ACPF)

•            Latin American Integration Association (ALADI)

•            Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI)

•            Caribbean Development Bank (BDC)

•            Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)

•            Permanent Commission for the South Pacific (CPPS)

•            International Committee of the Red Cross 

•            Andean Community 

•           Caribbean Community (CARICOM)

•           Andean Health Agency - Hipólito Unánue Agreement

•           International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 

•           Financial Fund for the Development of the River Plate Basin (FONPLATA)

•           Inter-American Statistical Institute (IASI)

•           Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America (OPANAL)

•           Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States 

•           Amazon Cooperation Treaty Organization (ACTO)

•           Latin American Energy Organization (OLADE)

•           Andean Parliament

•           Central American Parliament

•           Latin American Parliament

•           
Meso-American Integration and Development Project (formerly Plan Puebla Panamá)

•            Central American Economic Integration System (SIECA)
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•            Secretariat of the Southern Common Market (MERCOSUR)

•            Central American Integration System (SICA)

•            Latin American and Caribbean Economic System (SELA)

•            Union of South American Nations (UNASUR)

The Permanent Council also decided that during the forty-first special session of the General Assembly, there would be none of the special guests referred to in article 10 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

 
As well, pursuant to article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Permanent Council established the Style Committee composed of the delegations of Colombia for Spanish, Jamaica for English, Brazil for Portuguese, and Canada for French.


The meeting concluded at 4:30 p.m.

� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP26685E01�








�.	The statements appear in the Minutes of the meeting CP/ACTA 1806/11.
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