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The joint meeting was co-chaired by Ambassador Gillian M. S. Bristol, Permanent Representative of Grenada and Chair of the Permanent Council, and Ambassador Jacinth Henry-Martin, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis, Chair of CEPCIDI, and began at 10:43 a.m.

1. Adoption of the order of business

The Council and CEPCIDI adopted the order of business, document CP/OD-1807/11, without amendments.

2.
Report of the Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas 


Under the chairmanship of Ambassador Jacinth Henry-Martin, Chair of CEPCIDI, delegations heard a report given by the delegation of Canada, Chair of the Working Group, represented by Mr. Pierre Giroux, Alternate Representative of Canada.

Mr. Giroux reported that, from January to July 2010, the Working Group was chaired by Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos, Permanent Representative of Colombia.  During that period, negotiations on the Draft Social Charter resumed; these concluded with consideration of Chapter IV, “Cultural development, diversity, and pluralism”; Chapter V, “Solidarity and collective effort of the Americas”; and the articles still pending from prior terms, belonging to Chapters I, II, and III of the operative section. Thus the operative section of the Draft Social Charter of the Americas was agreed, with the exception of two articles that remained ad referendum of the United States delegation. 


Mr. Giroux also reported that on September 2, 2010, the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI had elected Ambassador Hubert J. Charles, Permanent Representative of Dominica, as Chair of the Joint Working Group, and that, from September 2010 to March 2011, the Group reached agreements on the pending articles of the operative section and began deliberations on the draft preambular section of the Draft Social Charter.


The election of the delegation of Canada to serve as Chair of the Group was conducted on April 28, 2011, by the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI.  Activities in April and May 2011, because of the proximity of the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly, focused on preparation of the draft resolution that was presented to the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI for consideration, document GTC/CASA/doc.168/11 rev. 1, for subsequent presentation to the General Assembly.  


The delegation of Venezuela requested that the report presented by the Working Group, document GTC/CASA/doc.167/11 rev.11, clearly indicate that the delegation of the United States had joined in the consensus, on September 10, 2010, on Article 1 bis of Chapter I and Article 1 of Chapter III and that thus the operative section of the Draft Social Charter was now approved in its entirety. It was so stated in the report, later published as document CP/doc.4649/11, which was to be incorporated into the report of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI to the General Assembly, at its forty-first regular session, on fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 2542 (XL-O/10).

The Permanent Council and CEPCIDI also decided to submit to the General Assembly for consideration the draft resolution “Social Charter of the Americas: Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Poverty in the Region,” as recommended by the Working Group.
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3. Other business

There being no further business to discuss, the joint meeting was called to a close by the Chair, Ambassador Gillian M. S. Bristol, Chair of the Permanent Council, at 10:56 a.m.
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�.	The statements are provided in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1807/11.
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