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The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was chaired by Ambassador Gillian M.S. Bristol, Permanent Representative of Grenada to the Organization of American States (OAS), and began at 10:30 a.m.

1. Adoption of the order of business (CP/OD-1809/11)
The Chair placed before the Permanent Council for consideration the draft order of business, suggesting that item 4 become item 3. The Permanent Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1809/11, with the proposed amendment.
2. Follow-up to the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly 

The Chair referred to various activities that were soon to begin within the Permanent Council and its subsidiary bodies for follow-up to, and execution of, the mandates adopted by the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session, such as the installation of the subsidiary bodies, the election of their officers, and the assignment of mandates to each of these bodies, as provided in the Rules of Procedure of the Council.  In that vein, the Chair recalled that the Council was to pay special attention to the following statement (AG/INF.478/11), made by Mr. Hugo Martínez, Minister of Foreign Affairs of El Salvador and President of the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly, during the fourth plenary session, after the presentation on the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) by Dr. José de Jesús Orozco, First Vice President of the Commission:


 “The President suggests ….. that it instruct the Permanent Council to deepen the process of reflection on the workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) in the framework of the American Convention on Human Rights and the Statute of the IACHR, with the aim of strengthening the inter-American human rights system, and to present its recommendations to the member states as soon as possible.”

The Peruvian delegation suggested forming a working group of the Permanent Council to address this topic.  The Guatemalan delegation reflected on the interpretive statement by Minister Martínez of El Salvador in his capacity as President of the most recent General Assembly session and indicated that the aim of this exercise was to produce recommendations from the in-depth dialogue, which it considered increasingly necessary.  It therefore supported the proposal by the Permanent Representative of Peru to proceed with installing a working group to conduct that dialogue.


The delegations of Colombia, Brazil, Belize, El Salvador, Canada, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Ecuador, Uruguay, Mexico, Nicaragua, The Bahamas, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, the United States, Argentina, and Bolivia voiced support for the proposal by the Permanent Representative of Peru to create a working group to reflect on the functioning of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR).  They thanked El Salvador for hosting the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly. And they congratulated Ambassador Gillian Bristol on her service as Chair of the Permanent Council and extended a cordial welcome to the Permanent Representative of Honduras, Ambassador Jorge Hernández Alcerro.


The Council Chair, taking into account Article 12 of the Council’s Rules of Procedure, suggested forming a special working group charged with conducting in-depth reflection on the work of the IACHR in the context of the American Convention on Human Rights and the Commission’s Statute, the aim being to strengthen the inter-American human rights system.  The Council agreed. 


The Permanent Council also decided that the working group would submit its findings at the first Permanent Council meeting to be held in December 2011.  The election of the working group’s chair was deferred until such time as the Council had elected the officers of the other subsidiary bodies.
3. Adoption of the minutes CP/ACTA 1714/09, CP/ACTA 1716/09, CP/ACTA 1741/10, and CP/ACTA 1745/10

The Permanent Representative of Guatemala, Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klée, requested that a word be changed on page 4 of CP/ACTA 1716/09, so that in paragraph 5 the expression “desborde de presiones” would now read “desborde de pasiones.”
The Permanent Council adopted the following minutes, with the aforementioned correction:

· CP/ACTA 1714/09, regular meeting, held September 16, 2009

· CP/ACTA 1716/09, special meeting, held September 21, 2009

· CP/ACTA 1741/10, special meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, held February 24, 2010

· CP/ACTA 1745/10, regular meeting, held March 17, 2010


Once the deliberations on this matter were completed, the Council Chair extended a warm welcome to Ambassador Jorge Hernández Alcerro, Permanent Representative of Honduras to the Organization.


Ambassador Hernández Alcerro of Honduras expressed his country’s pleasure at participating in the work of the Permanent Council and thanked his colleagues for their warm welcome and expressions of friendship and goodwill.
4. Dialogue on the Inter-American Democratic Charter. Chapter I 


The delegations of El Salvador, Mexico, the United States, Chile, Costa Rica, Dominica, Peru, Haiti, Canada, Guatemala, Argentina, Brazil, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Honduras, Panama, and Nicaragua and the Secretary General spoke on the topic.  Their statements are provided verbatim in the minutes of the meeting.


On concluding her term as Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Gillian Bristol thanked the permanent representatives of the member states; Ambassador José Enrique Castillo, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica and Vice Chair of the Council during that term; the regional coordinators; the Secretary General and Assistant Secretary General of the Organization; and their respective staff, for their support. 
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�.	The statements and comments are provided in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1809/11.
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