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The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was conducted under the chairmanship of Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klée, Permanent Representative of Guatemala, and opened at 10:17 a.m.

1. Adoption of the order of business

The Council adopted the order of business, document CP/OD-1810/11, as presented. 

In opening the meeting, Ambassador Skinner-Klée shared with the permanent representatives of the member states his thoughts on the important issues to be addressed during his tenure as Chair of the Permanent Council. He mentioned that this included, in addition to following up on the preparation of the action plan for the Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas and the dialogue on the effectiveness of the implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, deepening the deliberations on the inter-American human rights system and preparing the special session of the General Assembly to approve the Organization’s program-budget for 2012.

· Expression of condolences to the people and Government of Brazil

On behalf of the members of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Skinner-Klée expressed condolences to the people and Government of Brazil on the death of Senator Itamar Augusto Cautiero Franco, which occurred on July 2, 2011. 

The Permanent Council observed one minute of silence in memory of Senator Itamar Franco, who served as president of Brazil from December 29, 1992 to January 1, 1995, as well as vice president of his country, governor of the State of Minas Gerais, and Permanent Representative of Brazil to the OAS from September 11, 1996 to March 30, 1998. 

The Permanent Council also adopted a declaration in which it expressed its deep sympathy at the passing of Senator Franco and recognized his leadership and brilliant political career. The declaration was published subsequently as document CP/DEC. 49 (1810/11). 

· Expression of condolences to the people and Government of Argentina

Ambassador Skinner-Klée, with the consent of the Permanent Council and as Permanent Representative of Guatemala, expressed his profound sorrow on the death of the Argentine singer/songwriter Facundo Cabral, in an armed attack perpetrated on July 9, 2011, in Guatemala City. 


Ambassador Skinner-Klée repudiated the unfortunate event that was being mourned not only by the people and Government of Argentina but by all of Latin America.  On behalf of all the members of the Permanent Council, the Chair expressed condolences to the relatives of Mr. Facundo Cabral, and to the people and Government of Argentina.

· Recognition to the outgoing Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Gillian M. S. Bristol

Before taking up the items on the order of business of the meeting, the Chair of the Permanent Council presented a commemorative gavel to Ambassador Gillian M. S. Bristol, Permanent Representative of Grenada, in recognition of her demonstrated leadership and excellent work at the head of the Permanent Council during a period that included organizing the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly. 

· Welcome to the Permanent Representative of Honduras

The Permanent Council welcomed Ambassador Jorge Ramón Hernández Alcerro, Permanent Representative of Honduras. Ambassador Hernández Alcerro addressed the members of the Council. Ambassador José Enrique Castillo, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica, on behalf of the member states of SICA; Ambassador Hugo de Zela, Permanent Representative of Peru, on behalf of the member states of LAIA; Ambassador Jacinth Henry-Martín, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis, on behalf of the member states of the CARICOM; Ambassador Carmen Lomellin, Permanent Representative of the United States, and Ms. Wendy Druker, Alternate Representative of Canada, expressed a cordial welcome to Ambassador Hernández Alcerro.

2.
Installation of the subsidiary organs of the Permanent Council and election of authorities

Pursuant to Article 28 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council proceeded to install the following Committees, which, pursuant to Article 27 of the Rules of Procedure, will have one- year terms: 

· General Committee

· Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs

· Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs

· Committee on Hemispheric Security 

· Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities 

The Chair recalled that, in addition to the committees, the Permanent Council has the following working groups: 1) Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development on the draft Social Charter of the Americas; 2) Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development on Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance; and 3) Special Working Group to Reflect on Ways to Strengthen the Inter-American American Human Rights System, the terms of which will expire once they have completed the tasks entrusted to them.   

In the case of the special working group on the strengthening of the Inter-American Human Rights System, which should fulfill its mandate before the Permanent Council’s first meeting next December, the Chair indicated that he deemed that, as part of its work agenda, when considering the work of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, thought should be given, among other things, to at least:  a) procedures for examining individual requests; b) precautionary measures; c) cooperation and advisory services that should be provided in case of consultation by a member state; and d) the financing required for its work.

Pursuant to Article 29.a of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council then proceeded to elect the Chairs of the standing committees, with the exception of the authorities of the General Committee, who are those of the Permanent Council, and of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, which is led by the Permanent Representative of Colombia, who is Chair of the Summit of the Americas process. 

The Permanent Council elected by acclamation the following Chairs for the permanent committees: 

· Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs:  Ambassador María Isabel Salvador, Permanent Representative of Ecuador 

· Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs:  Ambassador John Beale, Permanent Representative of Barbados 

· Committee on Hemispheric Security: Ambassador Nestor Méndez, Permanent Representative of Belize 

The Chair of the Permanent Council pointed out that, pursuant to Article 3 of its Rules of Procedure, the terms of office of the Chairs and Vice Chairs (who, according to established practice will be elected by the committees themselves) of these committees will be one year, except as provided for under the same Rules of Procedure for the General Committee and for the chairmanship of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities 


The Permanent Council also elected Ambassador Hugo de Zela to serve as Chair of the Special Working Group to Reflect on Ways to Strengthen the Inter-American American Human Rights System.
3. Presentation of the proposed distribution of mandates assigned by the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session and ongoing mandates from previous years (CP/doc.4654/11 corr. 1)
The Chair submitted the proposed distribution of mandates, document CP/doc.4654/11 corr. 1, prepared by the Secretariat pursuant to Article 30 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council. 


The Permanent Council agreed to consider the adoption of the proposed distribution of mandates once the member states had had the opportunity to review it.

4.
Eightieth regular session of the Directing Council of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (CP/doc.4653/11)

Ambassador Skinner-Klée submitted to the consideration of the Permanent Council the provisional agenda for the event, which had been distributed to the permanent missions of the member states pursuant to Article 1, paragraph 4, of the Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Children’s Institute. 


The Permanent Representative of Uruguay, Ambassador María del Luján Flores, referred to the meeting and also highlighted the outcomes of previous meetings of the Directing Council of the Inter-American Children’s Institute. The representatives of Canada, Brazil, and the United States also referred to the event and to the Institute’s activities. 
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The Permanent Council took note of the information presented by the Inter-American Children’s Institute, and approved the provisional agenda of the eightieth regular meeting of its Directing Council.

5.
Approval of minutes of the Permanent Council: CP/ACTA 1727/09 and CP/ACTA 1767/10
The Permanent Council approved the following minutes: 

· CP/ACTA 1727/09, of the special meeting held on September 16, 2009, and
· CP/ACTA 1767/10, of the joint meeting held with CEPCIDI on September 2, 2010.

6.
Other business
· The Permanent Representative of Venezuela, Ambassador Roy Chaderton, remarked on the recent sorrowful events: the death of Mr. Itamar Franco and the murder of Mr. Facundo Cabral. He expressed his condolences to Brazil, and his solidarity with the Governments of Argentina and Guatemala. 


There being no other business, at 11:57 a.m., the meeting was declared closed. 
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�.	The statements are contained in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1810/11.
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