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The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was chaired by Ambassador Bayney R. Karran, Permanent Representative of Guyana to the Organization of American States (OAS), and was called to order at 11:20 a.m.
1. Adoption of the order of business
The Permanent Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1825/11, without amendments.

The Permanent Council welcomed the Permanent Representative of Honduras, Ambassador Leonidas Rojas Bautista, who had presented his credentials on October 21, 2011. The Chair of the Permanent Council wished him every success in his activities.
2. Presentation by Judge Sergio Torres, from a judicial perspective, on Argentina's experience of investigating and trying crimes against humanity.  Request by the Permanent Mission of Argentina (CP/INF.6305/11)
Judge Sergio Torres began his presentation on the investigation and prosecution of crimes against humanity by recognizing the work of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR). He then said that, in 1983, his country had initiated the first phase in the process of pursuing justice and conducting investigations through the courts and that, in 2003, based on two Court decisions, a second phase of investigation of these crimes had begun. The five characteristics of the process were:  (1) special judges have not been appointed for these crimes; (2) the investigations were conducted using the same criminal and procedural laws as for any other case; there is no special legislation either for the proceedings or for investigating these acts; (3) the same judicial structures are used as for any other case; no special tribunals with jurisdictions separate from those of other courts have been appointed; (4) no prior selection is made of acts; each and every one of the reported acts is investigated; and (5) no prior selection is made of the persons accused.

These five characteristics gave democracy in Argentina an ethical superiority regarding the acts and the accused that are under investigation. These processes are carried out with all due guarantees—both constitutional procedural guarantees and criminal guarantees, which the victims did not enjoy earlier. In 1983, the CONAVED was established. It is a commission made up of a group of intellectuals, individuals of recognized moral standing, who compiled information to investigate these acts—a process carried out for the first time in the country through institutional means. This process included the on-site visit made by the IACHR in 1979. Said commission investigated clandestine detention centers, received complaints, and published the book Nunca más [Never Again]. As part of this program it established a public hospital in Buenos Aires that developed the first genetic database in Argentina, in view of the many reports of children who had gone missing just after birth or when they were very young. 
The delegation of Argentina referred to the presentation made by Judge Sergio Torres, who is responsible for the emblematic ESMA case on crime against public order. ESMA refers to the “Navy School of Mechanics,” a military installation that served as a clandestine detention and torture center during the dictatorship. The delegation of Argentina thanked Judge Torres for his presentation on that country’s experience, from a judicial perspective, in investigating and prosecuting crimes against humanity.
Following the presentation, the representatives of Uruguay, the United States, Guatemala, Paraguay, the Dominican Republic, and Panama took the floor to thank Judge Torres for his enlightening presentation on crimes against humanity, the promotion and protection of human rights, and the fight against impunity.
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The Permanent Council took note of the presentation made by Judge Sergio Torres and of the delegations’ comments.
3.
Report by the General Secretariat on the conclusions of the African Union – OAS Forum on “Challenges and Opportunities in the Promotion and Defense of Democracy and Human Rights in Africa and the Americas” (CP/INF.6333/11)
The Director of the Department of External Relations of the General Secretariat, Mrs. Irene Klinger, presented the report on the conclusions of the African Union – OAS Forum, held in Ethiopia on October 12 and 13, 2011. The theme of the forum was democracy and human rights in Africa and the Americas.  Participating in it were high-level officials of the African Union, the OAS Secretary General, a large number of permanent representatives to the OAS, and the Chair of the Permanent Council. 
Following the presentation, the representatives of Chile, Uruguay, the United States, Mexico, Guatemala, Brazil, Ecuador, and Dominica expressed appreciation to the Department of External Relations for its presentation of the report and commented on the matter.
The Permanent Council took note of the presentation made by the Director of the Department of External Relations of the General Secretariat and of the delegations’ comments.
3. Other business
· The Chair of the Permanent Council recalled that the “OAS Policy Roundtable: The Impact of Youth and Innovation in Agriculture in Latin America and the Caribbean” would take place that very afternoon from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. It was sponsored by the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture and the Secretariat for External Relations

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:52 p.m.
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�.	The statements and comments may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1825/11.
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