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The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was held under the Chairmanship of Ambassador Bayney R. Karran, Permanent Representative of Guyana to the Organization of American States (OAS), and was called to order at 4:52 p.m.
1. Adoption of the order of business
The Permanent Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1827/11, without modifications.
· Welcome to the Permanent Representative of Honduras
At the beginning of the meeting, the Chair of the Permanent Council extended a warm welcome to Ambassador Leonidas Rosa Bautista, Permanent Representative of Honduras, who shared some thoughts about the organization and his work with the members of the Council. 
The representatives of Chile–on behalf of ALADI member States, of El Salvador–on behalf of SICA member states, of Saint Kitts and Nevis–on behalf of CARICOM member states, and of the United States, greeted Ambassador Leonidas Rosa Bautista and offered him their support and cooperation in discharging the responsibilities that were assigned to him.  
2.
Presentation of the report of the Electoral Observation Mission to Paraguay, under the leadership of Mrs. Noemí Sanín, Chief of Mission
The Chief of the Electoral Observation Mission, Mrs. Noemí Sanín, presented the report of the Mission carried out during the referendum held in Paraguay, on October 9, 2011, regarding an amendment to the Constitution that would extend to all Paraguayan citizens, 18 years-old and older, the right to vote whether they reside in the country or not.
At the conclusion of her report, Mrs. Sanín addressed the financing of OAS Electoral Observation Missions and presented recommendations regarding the need for the missions to be considered in the regular budget of the Organization.  
The Permanent Representative of Paraguay, Ambassador Bernardino Hugo Saguier, expressed his gratitude for the work carried out by the Electoral Observation Mission, thanked the Chief of the Electoral Observation Mission, Mrs. Noemí Sanín and members of the team for the detailed report presented, and especially thanked the Governments of Spain, Bolivia, Suriname, Switzerland, and Norway for providing financing. 
The representatives of Colombia, Argentina and (missing country) congratulated the people and the Government of Paraguay on the success of the electoral day. In extending his congratulations on the holding of the civic event and recognizing the work done by the Electoral Observation Mission, the Secretary General also mentioned the resolution which prohibits financing observation missions with resources from the Regular Fund and indicated that this decision should be reconsidered.  
The Permanent Council took note of the verbal report presented and of the recommendations made by the Chief of the Electoral Observation Mission. The Council also thanked Mrs. Noemí Sanín and her team for the work done and congratulated the people and the Government of Paraguay for the calm and transparency with which the civic event was held and for the continuing efforts to improve and refine their electoral system. 
3.
Verbal report by the Committee on Hemispheric Security regarding the preparations for the Third Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security of the Americas (MISPA-III)
The Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, Ambassador Néstor Méndez, addressed the preparations for the Third Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security of the Americas (MISPA-III) to be held in Trinidad and Tobago, November 17 through 20, 2011, and presented the following documents relating to that meeting:  
· Draft Agenda (CP/CSH-1356/11 rev. 1)
· Draft Schedule (CP/CSH-1363/11)
· List of Invited Guests (CP/CSH-1360/11)

· Draft Rules of Procedure of MISPA-III (CP/CSH-1357/11)

· Document of Port of Spain:  Institutionalization of the MISPA Process (CP/CSH-1358/11 rev. 2)
· Port of Spain Recommendations for Police Management (CP/CSH-1361/11)
The representatives of Bolivia and Brazil made reference to document CP/CSH-1358/11 rev. 2.  The Representative of Bolivia informed the Council that his delegation was in a position to join the consensus on the document and withdrew its government’s reservation regarding the paragraph on Subsidiary Technical Working Groups (paragraph 14 of the document).  For its part, the Representative of Brazil informed the Council that his government would maintain its reservation regarding the same paragraph.
Given that the Committee on Hemispheric Security had adopted paragraph 24(k) of document CP/CSH-1358/11 rev. 2, relating to the duties of the Secretariat, the Permanent Council, having the quorum established by the rules of procedure, proceeded to adopt it.
The Representative of Trinidad and Tobago thanked the delegations for their support in the organization of the event to be held in his country. 
The Permanent Council adopted the draft agenda; the draft schedule; the list of invited guests; the draft Rules of Procedure of MISPA-III, as recommended by the Committee on Hemispheric Security. 
The Permanent Council also adopted the “Document of Port of Spain:  Institutionalization of the MISPA Process” ad referéndum by the delegation of Brazil and agreed to transmit it to the ministerial meeting for later consideration.
The Permanent Council further agreed that the document on the “Port of Spain Recommendations for Police Management,” would remain under consideration by the delegations until MISPA made a decision in that regard.
4.
Convening of the Seventh Meeting of the REMJA Working Group on Cyber-crime. Request of the Permanent Mission of the United States (CP/doc.4667/11)
The Permanent Representative of the United States, Ambassador Carmen Lomellin, presented the draft resolution on convening the Seventh Meeting of the Working Group on Cyber-crime of the Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA).
The Permanent Council approved the draft resolution as presented in document CP/doc.4667/11 for the Meeting to be held on February 6 and 7, 2012, at OAS headquarters, for the purpose of implementing the mandates indicated in the Conclusions and Recommendations of the Eighth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorney Generals of the Americas (REMJA-VIII).
5.
Program of activities related to the mandates contained in resolutions AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10) and AG/RES. 2694 (XLI-O/11), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Chapter”
The Chair of the Permanent Council reported that he had held informal meetings with the coordinators of the regional groups and that, based on considerations discussed in advance, he had developed a schedule for the meetings agreed to in the work plan that would allow the Permanent Council to complete the actions still pending with regard to the follow-up to the implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter within the time-frame established by resolution AG/RES. 2694 (XLI-O/11).
The Representative of Chile–on behalf of ALADI member states–requested an amendment to the schedule of meetings, and the Permanent Council approved the draft schedule with the amendment requested by Chile.
6.
Verbal report on the activities of the General Secretariat

The Secretary General, Mr. José Miguel Insulza, reported on his participation in the Seventeenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor, held in El Salvador, where participants issued a joint declaration on youth employment. He also reported on his participation in the Fourth Meeting of Ministers or Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for Women’s Policies in Member States, and in a meeting held by High-Ranking Authorities Responsible for Women’s Policies with Ministers of Labor and representatives of the countries, where the subject of women and work was discussed and where participants agreed to launch a study to measure progress on the advancement of gender equality in the context of decent work. The Secretary General also reported on his participation in the celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission, held in Argentina, where he reviewed the work and achievements of the Commission.

The Representatives of Panama, Nicaragua, and Venezuela commented on the information presented and the Secretary General responded to some comments and inquiries. 
The Permanent Council took note of the report presented by the Secretary General and thanked the Secretary General for his initiative to provide regular reports of activities undertaken. 
7.
Adoption of the minutes of the Permanent Council Meeting
The Permanent Council adopted the minutes of the regular meeting held on May 18, 2011, CP/ACTA 1805/11. 
8.
Other business
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The Chair of the Permanent Council reminded the delegations of the private meeting of the Permanent Council to be held at 9:30 a.m., on November 14, 2011, to consider the financial situation of the Organization. The Chair reminded the delegations that it would be a closed meeting to be attended only by the permanent and alternate representatives of the member states and a small representation from the Secretariat. 

With no further business to consider, the meeting adjourned at 6:39 p.m. 
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�.	Statements and comments may be found in the minutes of the meeting CP/ACTA-1827/11.
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