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The regular session of the Permanent Council was chaired by Ambassador Darío Paya, Permanent Representative of Chile to the Organization of American States (OAS) and Vice Chair of the Permanent Council.
1. Adoption of the order of business

The Permanent Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1828/11, with the inclusion of the item “Report of the Secretariat on the draft resolution 'Financial authorization for the General Secretariat,'” requested by the Permanent Representative of Canada, Ambassador Allan Culham, under Article 43 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council.
2. Report of the Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities on the recommendations on applications by civil society organizations to participate in OAS activities 
The Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC), Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos, Permanent Representative of Colombia, presented the report on applications from civil society organizations for inclusion in the official registry of the Organization, document CP/CISC-605/11. 
The delegations of Uruguay, United States, Canada, and Venezuela offered remarks on the subject.
The Permanent Council took note of the report by the CISC Chair and approved the applications of the following civil society organizations to be included in the official registry of the OAS:
1. Fundación Ciudadanos del Mundo (CP/CISC-595/11) 
2. Observatorio Internacional de Prisiones de Argentina (CP/CISC-601/11)
3. Associação Cultural de Mulheres Negras (ACMUN) (CP/CISC-581/11) 
4. Francisco de Assis: Educação, Cidadania, Inclusão e Direitos Humanos (FAecidh) (CP/CISC-586/11) 
5. MARIA MULHER – Organização de Mulheres Negras (CP/CISC-588/11) 
6. Fundación Nacional para la Superación de la Pobreza
7. Asociación de Parteras Unidas del Pacífico (ASOPARUPA) (CP/CISC-572/11) 
8. Corporación para la Defensa y Promoción de los Derechos Humanos (Corporación Reiniciar) (CP/CISC-579/11) 
9. Corporación Proyecto Visión (Corpovisión) (CP/CISC-584/11) 
10. Fundación Derecho Justo (CP/CISC-596/11) 
11. Fundación Global Humanitaria (CP/CISC-587/11) 
12. Movimiento Nacional por los Derechos Humanos de las Comunidades Afrocolombianas – CIMARRON (CP/CISC-583/11) 
13. Consultoría para los Derechos Humanos y el Desplazamiento (CODHES)
(CP/CISC-602/11)
14. Asociación Mulabi – Grupo de Trabajo Latinoamericano por los Derechos Sexuales, A.C. (CP/CISC-582/11)
15. Fundación Andina para la Observación y Estudio de Medios (FUNDAMEDIOS)

(CP/CISC-580/11)
16. International Center for Not-for-Profit Law (CP/CISC-571/11)
17. National Youth Development Network (CP/CISC-576/11)
18. Asociación Mexicana en Pro de la Familia, Cultura y Bienestar Social, A.C. (ASOMEX PRO FAM, A.C.) (CP/CISC-593/11)
19. Unidad Industrial Iztapalapa, A.C. (CP/CISC-577/11)
20. Centro de Derechos Humanos de la Montaña, Tlachinollan (CP/CISC-599/11)
21. Centro Nicaragüense de Derechos Humanos (CENIDH) (CP/CISC-592/11)
22. Red Paraguaya de Afrodescendientes (CP/CISC-590/11)
23. Minority Rights Group International (CP/CISC-594/11)
24. Instituto para el Desarrollo y Promoción de la Producción Organizada (INDEPRO)
(CP/CISC-574/11)
25. Centro de Comunicación Virginia Woolf (Cotidiano Mujer) (CP/CISC-585/11)
26. Asociación Civil Mujer y Ciudadanía (CP/CISC-578/11)
3. Consideration of the proposed format of the special meeting of the Permanent Council to be held with the participation of all sectors of society, including civil society, in accordance with the mandates contained in General Assembly resolutions AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10) and AG/RES. 2694 (XLI-O/11) concerning the Inter-American Democratic Charter (CP/INF.6346/11)
The Chair of the Council referred to the mandates contained in resolutions AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10) and AG/RES. 2694 (XLI-O/11) concerning the Inter-American Democratic Charter, which instructed the Permanent Council to convene a special meeting with broad participation by all sectors of society, including civil society organizations, no later than November 2011, and announced that said meeting would be held on November 30, 2011, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
The Director of the Department of International Affairs of the General Secretariat, Ms. Irene Klinger, presented the proposed format for the above special meeting which was approved by the Permanent Council.
4.
Presentation of the report on the Electoral Observation Mission to Guatemala by José Octavio Bordón, Chief of Mission
The Chief of the Electoral Observation Mission, José Octavio Bordón, submitted the report on the elections held in Guatemala on September 11, 2011. 
The Permanent Representative of Guatemala, Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klee, expressed appreciation for the support received from the OAS for the election and gratitude to Mr. Bordón and the members of the observation team that accompanied him for their sterling efforts.  In particular he acknowledged the financial support of the Governments of Bolivia, Chile, Canada, South Korea, Spain, United States, Italy, Sweden, and Switzerland, which made the electoral mission possible.
The representatives of Mexico, Brazil, El Salvador, United States, Canada, Costa Rica, Honduras, and Venezuela congratulated the people and Government of Guatemala on the successful election, which demonstrated the country's commitment to democracy. 
The Permanent Council took note of the verbal report, comments, and recommendations of the chief of mission; thanked Mr. José Octavio Bordón and his team for their work; and congratulated the people and Government of Guatemala on the elections held. 
5.
Presentation of the report on the Mission of Electoral Accompaniment to Nicaragua by Dante Caputo, Chief of Mission
The Chief of the Mission of Electoral Accompaniment in Nicaragua, José Dante Caputo, presented the report on the elections of November 6, 2011. Mr. Caputo submitted recommendations for avoiding situations such as those that occurred during the mission. He thanked the United States, Spain, Canada, Bolivia, Mexico, Argentina, Italy, Serbia, and Switzerland, which provided financial assistance for the mission, for their contributions.
The Permanent Representative of Nicaragua, Ambassador Denis Moncada Colindres, took note of the recommendations of the mission chief and said that he would bring them to the attention of his authorities. He also thanked Messrs. Dante Caputo, Pablo Gutiérrez, and José Miguel Insulza, as well as the donor countries, for enabling the mission of accompaniment to his country to take place. He said that the elections had proceeded in a climate of peace and stability and had been genuinely free. Finally, he conveyed the gratitude of President Ortega, through the representatives and observers at the OAS, to the heads of state of Latin America, the Caribbean, and other regions, for their messages of congratulations on his reelection for another term.
The representatives of El Salvador, Mexico, Canada, United States, Bolivia, Venezuela, Brazil, Ecuador, Uruguay, Panama, and Costa Rica commented on the report presented and on the Nicaraguan election.
The Permanent Council took note of the verbal report presented by the chief of mission, thanked Mr. Dante Caputo and his team for their work, and congratulated the people and Government of Nicaragua on the elections held.
6.
Report of the Secretariat on the draft resolution "Financial authorization for the General Secretariat"
Bearing in mind that at the meeting of the Working Group on the Review of OAS Programs of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs consideration was given to a draft resolution for resolving the liquidity position faced by the General Secretariat, the permanent representative of Canada requested information thereon.  In response to that request, Mr. Gerald Anderson, Secretary for Administration and Finance, explain the liquidity position, the factors that had caused it, and the options that had been advanced by member states for solving the situation, although none, he said, had the necessary approval for its implementation.
However, Mr. Anderson mentioned that on the morning of November 15, 2011, the Government of the United States paid its outstanding Regular Fund contribution for 2011, which meant that the Secretariat would be in a position to meet its obligations for the month of November. 
Mr. Anderson also reported that there were outstanding quota arrearages in the amount of US$9.1 million from countries that did not have a payment plan, including Antigua and Barbuda, Brazil, Grenada, Haiti, Honduras, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and Venezuela.  He also told the meeting that the Secretariat had obligations to be met in December 2011 in the amount of US$6.3 million.
The representatives of the United States, Canada, Barbados, and Guatemala, as well as the Secretary General offered observations on the subject, and the Permanent Council requested the General Secretariat to provide an update at its next meeting on the steps taken and options available for addressing the situation described.
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Other business

· The Permanent Representative of Mexico reminded those present that there would be a meeting of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the IACHR with a View to Strengthening the IAHRS on Wednesday, November 16, 2011, at 10:00 a.m. 
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� .	Statements and comments may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA-1828/11.
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