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The special meeting of the Permanent Council was chaired by Ambassador Bayney R. Karran, Permanent Representative of Guyana to the Organization of American States (OAS). It began at 10:15 a.m.
1. Opening Remarks
· The Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Bayney Karran 
In opening the meeting, the Chair of the Permanent Council recalled that at its special session held in Lima, Peru, on September 11, 2011, the General Assembly unanimously adopted the Inter-American Democratic Charter, which is recognized as one of the most advanced international instruments for promoting and strengthening democracy in the Hemisphere.  The Chair also recalled that the special meeting had been convened pursuant to resolutions AG/RES. 2694 (XLI-O/11) and AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy:  Follow-Up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter,” which instructed the Permanent Council to convene a special meeting with broad participation by all sectors of society, including civil society organizations.
· Remarks by the Secretary General, José Miguel Insulza
The Secretary General thanked the civil society representatives and recognized their efforts in following the work of the OAS and in contributing with their experiences and recommendations to strengthening and enriching democracy in the region.
The Secretary General recalled that the observations of civil society organizations on the role that they play, women's participation, strengthening the inter-American human rights system, and issues relating to discrimination were elements that were considered in the drafting of the Charter. He recognized that civil society has participated substantively in the mechanisms to follow up on implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, as well as in other and, indeed, all human rights organizations.

In closing, he welcomed the civil society representatives, telling them that their participation in the OAS constituted one of the Organization's most important resources, and he thanked them for their contributions, which were, he said, essential for strengthening the work on promotion of a democratic culture in the Americas.

2.
Dialogue with representatives of civil society organizations
Presentation by Mr. Luqman Patel, Director of International Programs and Cooperation, International Institute for Citizenship Development, Brazil

Mr. Patel alluded to the importance of fostering citizenship and promoting youth participation in any democratic movement. He proposed that these democratic forums allow youth to put forward their opinions and be heard. He also recommended the creation of integration mechanisms for ensuring genuine and meaningful participation for youth alongside member states, civil society organizations, and other agencies in the Hemisphere.

Presentation by Mr. Marcelo Varela, Associate Director for the Americas Program of the Carter Center

Mr. Varela told the meeting that in 2004 the Carter Center established the Group of Friends of the Inter-American Democratic Charter to promote and strengthen accession to and fulfillment of the principles of the Charter throughout the Hemisphere. He mentioned the proposals prepared by the Friends of the Charter for strengthening the capacity of the OAS, promoting and defending democracy through diplomatic channels and its good offices.  He noted that none of the proposals suggested that the Democratic Charter should be opened for review at this time; indeed, they centered on strengthening the mechanisms of the inter-American community as a whole for improving the quality of democracy in all countries.

Presentation by Mr. Omar García Bolívar, Inter-American Bar Association
Mr. García Bolívar's presentation was founded on two premises: there was more to democracy than elections and the Democratic Charter was not simply a mechanism for reacting to breakdowns of institutional order. He said that democracy needed strong institutions and, above all, the inclusion of the most disadvantaged sectors as well as civil society participation.
Presentation of the Latin American and Caribbean Network for Democracy
Ms. Victoria Amato mentioned that her organization had a large number of networks and civil society activists in Latin America and the Caribbean who were working on strengthening democracy, protection of human rights, and promotion of sustainable development in their countries.
Presentation by the President of the Institute for Diplomatic Dialogue in the Americas 
Ms. Joan Andorfer said that her chief aim was to advance the ideas of democratic culture and democracy in the education imparted to students.
Presentation by Mr. Salvador Ortega López, President of Unidad Industrial Iztapalapa A.C.
Mr. Ortega López began his presentation by saying that civil society participation was, from a practical standpoint, less political and more participatory and that his proposal essentially concerned the contribution that civil society organizations make to strengthening democracy. In that connection, he said that the purpose of implementing the sectoral or business ombudsman was to safeguard observance and protection of human and economic rights.
Presentation by Ms. Eva Rodríguez, representative of the international organization New Acropolis
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Ms. Rodríguez said that the efforts of her organization centered on the non-formal education sector, promoting civic values using a theoretical-practical needs-based approach through concrete volunteer-based activities. This had enabled young people to develop a practical lifestyle in which they learned respect for ethnic, political, religious, and generational differences, as well as solidarity, social harmony, and a balance between human freedoms and responsibilities, while promoting dialogue and coexistence among individuals.
The representatives of the United States, Guatemala, Grenada on behalf of the Caribbean Community, Canada, Chile, Panama, Colombia, Paraguay, El Salvador, Peru, Nicaragua, Honduras, Bolivia, Venezuela, Ecuador, Haiti, and the Secretary General offered remarks on the issue, underscoring the significance of the tenth anniversary of the Democratic Charter in the Americas.
The Council took note of the presentations and thanked the speakers for their interesting insights. It was agreed that the salient aspects of the discussions would be reflected in the report that the Permanent Council would draw up in accordance with the mandates contained in General Assembly resolutions AG/RES. 2694 (XLI-O/11) and AG/RES. 2555 (XLI-O/10), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy:  Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter.”
The Chair of the Council thanked everyone present and declared the meeting adjourned at 12:38 p.m.
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�.	Statements and comments may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA-1830/11.
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