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/
The regular meeting of the Permanent Council, chaired by Ambassador Duly Brutus, Permanent Representative of Haiti to the Organization of American States, was called to order at 10:30 a.m.

1. Adoption of the order of business

The Permanent Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1837/12, without any changes.

· Expression of solidarity with the people and government of Honduras

The Permanent Council expressed its solidarity with the people and government of Honduras following the fire at the Comayagua Prison Farm.

2. Presentation of the report on the Electoral Observation Mission in Bolivia, by Ms. Betilde Muñoz, Deputy Chief of Mission 

Ms. Betilde Muñoz of the Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation presented, on behalf of Mission Chief Mr. Martín Torrijos, the report on the OAS’s Electoral Observation Mission to the election of senior judicial officials held in Bolivia on October 16, 2011. Ms. Muñoz explained that the Mission, comprising a group of 20 experts, recorded a high level of voter turnout among both men and women, respect for the established timetable, and the efforts of the Bolivian State and people to reform their institutions through this electoral system; she also offered a number of recommendations for improving electoral processes. 

Ambassador Diego Pary, Permanent Representative of the Plurinational State of Bolivia, explained that the electoral process took place with transparency and tranquility, and he thanked the Electoral Observation Mission team, the Secretary General, and those states that made financial contributions for the Mission to go ahead.

The representatives of Venezuela and Suriname, on behalf of CARICOM, congratulated the Bolivian people for the high level of voter participation in the electoral process and for the peaceful and harmonious conclusion of the election, and they noted their appreciation for the work of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission.

The Permanent Council:

· Took note of the report and of the recommendations made by the Chief of the OAS’s Electoral Observation Mission to the different phases in the process of selecting Bolivia’s senior judicial authorities, which culminated with the election held on October 16, 2011.

· Thanked the Mission Chief and his team for the work carried out and Ms. Betilde Muñoz for presenting the report, and

· Congratulated the people and government of Bolivia on the public effort to improve the justice administration system through an unprecedented electoral mechanism, and on the high level of citizen participation which was, without a doubt, an expression of the Bolivian people’s commitment to democratic processes. 

3. Presentation of the report on the Electoral Observation Mission to Guyana, by Ambassador Gordon Shirley, Chief of Mission

Ambassador Gordon Shirley, Chief of the Electoral Mission, presented the report on the general and regional election that took place in Guyana on November 28, 2011. He explained that President Donald Ramotar won the election with 48.5% of the votes cast, and that the opposition won a majority in the National Assembly. He also noted that since 2006, the Guyanese Electoral Commission (Gecom) has been making noteworthy efforts to improve procedures and to ensure inclusive and transparent elections. On that point, he stressed that Guyana was the only country in the Caribbean to guarantee the political participation of women through a quota system, although female participation in senior positions remained limited. He reported that the election unfolded peacefully and without obstacles, and he offered a number of recommendations.

Ambassador Bayney Karran, Permanent Representative of Guyana, spoke about his country’s electoral process and concluded by noting his appreciation of the Electoral Observation Mission team and of the Secretary General for the work of the Electoral Observation Mission.

The representatives of Brazil, Suriname (on behalf of CARICOM), and Jamaica remarked on the report and on the Mission’s work. 

The Permanent Council:

· Took note of the report and the recommendations presented by the Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission to Guyana on November 28, 2011;
· Thanked Mission Chief Ambassador Gordon Shirley and his team for the work carried out; and

· Congratulated the people and government of Guyana on the election day they organized. 

4. Presentation of the report on the Electoral Observation Mission in Jamaica, by Ambassador Lisa Shoman, Chief of Mission 

Ambassador Lisa Shoman, Chief of the Electoral Observation Mission, presented the report on the elections held in Jamaica on December 29, 2011. She stated that the Electoral Observation Mission was able to report that the election that took place peacefully, without violence or intimidation; that the polling stations opened on time; that proper procedures were observed, although some voters had problems in identifying their polling stations; and that the results were published that same night. Ambassador Shoman offered a number of recommendations could help improve future elections in Jamaica.

Ambassador Audrey Marks, Permanent Representative of Jamaica, thanked the Electoral Observation Mission for its report, the work carried out, and its recommendations, which would be carefully considered by her government.

The representatives of Saint Kitts and Nevis (on behalf of CARICOM), the United States, Belize, and Canada noted their appreciation for the reports on the Missions conducted in Bolivia, Guyana and Jamaica. The Secretary General also offered some remarks on the Electoral Observation Missions.

The Permanent Council:

· Took note of the report and the recommendations presented by the Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission to Jamaica on December 29, 2011; 

· Thanked Mission Chief Ambassador Lisa Shoman and her team for their work; and 

· Congratulated the people and government of Jamaica on an election that demonstrated their commitment to the democratic process. 

5. Report of the Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities on requests from civil society organizations to be included in the Official Register of the OAS (CP/CISC-620/12)

Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos, Permanent Representative of Colombia and Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, presented this report, in which the Committee recommended approval of the applications made by six organizations for inclusion in the Official Register of the OAS, together with the removal of two organizations on the grounds that they no longer exist. 

The Permanent Council took note of the report and approved the inclusion of the following civil society organizations on the OAS Register: 

i. Fundación Convivir, of Argentina

ii. Organización Nacional para el Desarrollo de los Pueblos (ONALDEP), of Colombia

iii. Corporación Casa de la Mujer, of Colombia

iv. Fundación Mariano Ospina Pérez, of Colombia

v. Tendiendo Puentes, A.C., of Mexico 

vi. Fundación Wayuunaiki, of Venezuela

The Permanent Council also decided to remove the following organizations from the Official Register of civil society organizations:

i. Canadian Foundation for the Americas (FOCAL) 

ii. Transparencia Paraguay (CP/CISC-129/04) 

6. Adoption of minutes

The Council adopted the following minutes:

· CP/ACTA 1742/10, minutes of the regular meeting held on March 3, 2010.

· CP/ACTA 1743/10, minutes of the special meeting held on March 3, 2010.

· CP/ACTA 1753/10, minutes of the regular meeting held on May 6, 2010.

· CP/ACTA 1756/10, minutes of the regular meeting held on May 19, 2010.

· CP/ACTA 1807/11, minutes of the joint meeting held on May 25, 2011.

7.
Other business

· The Permanent Council bade farewell to Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos, who was concluding his posting as Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS.
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�.	Statements may be found in the meeting minutes, CP/ACTA 1837/12.
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