PAGE  
- 3 -

[image: image1.wmf] 

PERMANENT COUNCIL

 

OEA/Ser.G
CP/SA.1841/12
19 March 2012
Original: Spanish
Record of the regular meeting of March 7, 2012
CP/ACTA 1841/12
/

The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was chaired by Ambassador Duly Brutus, Permanent Representative of Haiti to the Organization of American States (OAS). It began at 10:20 a.m. 
1. Adoption of the order of business
The Chair submitted the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1841/12, for consideration by the Permanent Council. It was adopted without change.
Solidarity with the people and Government of the United States
Before taking up the matters included on the order of business, the Chair of the Permanent Council expressed condolences over the heavy loss of human life and significant material damage caused by the recent tornadoes that affected several states of the southeast United States, and expressed the OAS member states' solidarity with the Government of the United States and with the families of the individuals who disappeared. 
2. Celebration of La Francophonie. Presentation by Mr. Bernard Geenen, Chairman of the Cultural Festival celebrating the 2012 La Francophonie month in Washington, D.C.
The Permanent Council Chair spoke about the celebration of International Day of La Francophonie, noting that it commemorated the signing in 1970 of the treaty establishing what is today the International Organization of La Francophonie. 
Mr. Geenen, Chairman of the Cultural Festival of the Month of Francophonie 2012 in Washington, DC, speaking about the celebration, reported on the activities of the Festival, which was aimed at promoting the French language and cultural diversity.  Mr. Geenen also referred to the International Exhibition to be held in 2017.
Following Mr. Geenen's remarks, the representatives of Canada, Haiti, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Mexico, Saint Lucia, and Dominica as well as the Permanent Observer of France took the floor to join in the celebration of Francophonie. 
Saluting the occasion, the representative of Argentina announced the donation of books by Argentinean authors, translated into French, to the OAS Columbus Memorial Library.
The Permanent Council took note of Mr. Bernard Geenen's presentation and the remarks by delegations concerning linguistic and cultural diversity on the occasion of International Day of La Francophonie.
3.
Adoption of the procedures and schedule for following up on the review of the Strategic Vision of the OAS

The Chair recalled that, pursuant to the decision taken by the Permanent Council, he had consulted with the regional coordinators on the procedures and schedule proposed by the Secretary General for the analysis of the Strategic Vision of the OAS. He noted that comments and observations on the Secretary General's proposal had been received and were included in document CP/doc.4687/12, which he had submitted for consideration by the delegations. 

The representatives of Bolivia, Saint Lucia, Ecuador, Mexico, Canada, Uruguay, and Grenada stated their delegations' position on the document and suggested changes.
The Permanent Council took note of the proposals and suggestions recommended by delegations and instructed the Chair to continue discussions to find agreement on a final proposal.  The Chair announced the convening of a meeting of Regional Coordinators to discuss the proposals.  
4.
Presentation of the CICAD Policy Fellowship Program (CPFP), of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), by Ambassador Paul E. Simons, Executive Secretary of CICAD.
Ambassador Paul E. Simons, Executive Secretary of CICAD, gave a detailed presentation on the Policy Fellowship Program established by CICAD as a mechanism to train professionals in the Hemisphere in drug abuse control.  The program will allow professionals from the hemisphere to visit CICAD headquarters, learn about the Commission's work, and share their experiences in this field.  Ambassador Simons explained that the program will last from three to six months and that there would be a contest, for which each country may submit up to two candidates for fellowships. 
Referring to the presentation by the Executive Secretary of CICAD, the representatives of Chile and Panama expressed their support for the initiative.
The Permanent Council took note of the presentation by the Executive Secretary of CICAD on the Policy Fellowship Program.
5.
International Women’s Day

The Alternate Representative of the United States gave a presentation on what the celebration of International Women's Day meant.  Following this, the representatives of Brazil, Mexico, Nicaragua, Canada, Panama, and Barbados, expressing appreciation for the initiative by the delegation of the United States to include the topic on the order of business, referred to the extent of participation by women in the various fields of endeavor in their respective countries.
In his comments, the Secretary General reflected on the International Women's Day and its origins. The Secretary General noted the progress made to date in terms of rights of women. 
The Permanent Council thanked the delegation of the United States for its initiative and took note of the presentations by the member state delegations and the Secretary General. 
6.
Other business
· The Permanent Representative of Panama invited the delegations to an event scheduled for March 13, 2012, at OAS headquarters, on the expansion of the Panama Canal.
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In his capacity as Secretary Pro Tempore of the CIFTA, the Permanent Representative of Peru announced that the Third Conference of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials, scheduled for March 28 and 29, 2012, would have to be postponed because of budgetary and logistical problems.  He noted as well that his delegation would request inclusion of the item on the order of business for the next Permanent Council meeting.

There being no further matters to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 1:15 p.m.
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�.	The statements and comments appear in the Minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA-1841/12
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