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The Permanent Council held a special meeting, under the chairmanship of Ambassador Duly Brutus, Permanent Representative of Haiti, to receive national legislators from the Hemisphere for an exchange of views on the region’s democratic and economic future. The meeting was called to order at 10:22 a.m.

Participating in the meeting were the Honorable Juan Orlando Hernández, President of the National Congress of Honduras; the Honorable Jennifer Simons-Geerlings, President of the National Assembly of Suriname; the Honorable Randy Hoback, Canadian Member of Parliament; and the Honorable Elliott Edgel, member of the United States House of Representatives.

At the start of the meeting, the Chair extended a warm welcome to the invited guests, whose presentations focused, among other things, on the main topics of the Sixth Summit of the Americas and on a common approach that would make it possible to agree on a strategy for building a better life for all peoples of the region, irrespective of their political and religious differences.  

The Permanent Representative of Bolivia, Ambassador Diego Pary, indicated that, for logistical reasons, the President of the Legislative Assembly of Bolivia, the Honorable Álvaro García Linera, had not been able to attend the meeting.

The Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, offered words of welcome and congratulated the Chair of the Council for his initiative, which Ambassador Ramdin considered a milestone in the Organization’s activities. Likewise, he expressed confidence that the meeting would have effective results, in particular on the eve of the Summit of the Americas, with a view to establishing a positive agenda as well as increased cooperation among the peoples of the Americas.  


Following remarks by the Chair of the Council, the Honorable Juan Orlando Hernández, President of the National Congress of Honduras, made a presentation. He stressed that that was the first time representatives of the legislative branch had been invited to participate in a Permanent Council meeting to share their views on fundamental matters in the Hemisphere. He focused his presentation on the importance of combating insecurity in the region, with special emphasis on the scourges of organized crime and drug trafficking in Honduras and throughout Central America. Moreover, he called on all countries to take joint action to address insecurity.
The next speaker was the Honorable President of the National Assembly of Suriname, Ms. Jennifer Simons-Geerlings, who expressed appreciation for the opportunity afforded to legislators in the region to have their voices heard in international decision-making processes prior to the forthcoming Summit of the Americas. She reiterated legislators’ interest in such topics as education, the environment, health, citizen security, and the overall reduction of violence in the region’s societies.
The Honorable Randy Hoback, Canadian Member of Parliament, commended the initiative taken by the Organization of American States to convene the meeting and expressed his satisfaction in participating in it. He made his presentation on behalf of the ParlAmericas Association, whose goal, he said, was regional integration, through the removal of barriers that hold back the development of jobs and the economy in the region.
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Subsequently, the Honorable Elliott Edgel, a member of the United States House of Representative, took the floor. He expressed thanks for the opportunity to share views with members of the Permanent Council and representatives of other legislatures of the Hemisphere and focused his remarks on the need for unity and cooperation in the region and the importance of the Organization of American States.


The representatives of Ecuador, the United States, Chile, Canada, Honduras, Suriname (on behalf of the CARICOM member states), Guatemala, Colombia, Venezuela, the Dominican Republic, Nicaragua, and Panama commented on the statements made and thanked the legislators for their participation.

The Alternate Representative of Haiti, Ambassador Bocchit Edmond, expressed appreciation to the legislators for their willingness to share their vision and opinions on important issues in the region with the Permanent Council. He also said he hoped that Ambassador Brutus’s initiative to hold a meeting of representatives of the member states and representatives of the region’s legislatures would be repeated before each Summit of the Americas. 


The Permanent Council took note of the statements of the special guests and the representatives of the member states on the challenges and problems confronting the region as well as on matters that would be on the agenda of the Sixth Summit of the Americas. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m. 
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�.	The statements and comments appear in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA-1844/12.
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