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The regular meeting of the Permanent Council, chaired by Ambassador Leonidas Rosa Bautista, Permanent Representative of Honduras to the Organization of American States, began at 10:41 a.m. 

1. Adoption of the order of business

The Chair submitted the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1846/12 to the Permanent Council for its consideration; it was adopted without modifications.

This being the first meeting of the Permanent Council chaired by him, Ambassador Leonidas Rosa Bautista shared a series of thoughts regarding the powers of the Organization, its history, and its importance. Ambassador Rosa Bautista reiterated his commitment toward closer collaborative ties and support for all the permanent representatives and delegations. 

The Chair also noted that during the absence of the Permanent Representative of Brazil, who was to serve as Vice Chair of the Permanent Council during the period April to June 2012, that office was being filled on an interim basis by the Permanent Representative of Bolivia, Ambassador Diego Pary.

· Expression of condolences to the Government of Mexico

On behalf of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Rosa Bautista expressed his sympathy and condolences to the people and government of Mexico for the death of former President Miguel de la Madrid Hurtado on April 1, 2012. 

The Permanent Council observed a minute’s silence in memory of former President de la Madrid Hurtado and adopted a declaration on his passing. 

The Permanent Representative of Mexico, Ambassador Joel Hernández García, expressed his gratitude for the remarks offered in connection with the passing of former President de la Madrid Hurtado and spoke of the most important issues that had occupied the government of Mexico’s agenda during his administration. In turn, the Secretary General, Mr. José Miguel Insulza, extended his condolences to the people and government of Mexico and to the family of former President Miguel de la Madrid. 

· Presentation of commemorative gavel to the outgoing Chair 

The Chair then recognized the leadership shown and excellent work carried out by Ambassador Duly Brutus, Permanent Representative of Haiti, upon the conclusion of his term as Chair of the Permanent Council for the period January 1 to March 31, 2012, and he presented him with a commemorative gavel to remind him of his term at the helm of the Permanent Council. 

· Welcome to the Permanent Representative of Colombia 

The Permanent Council welcomed Ambassador Andrés González Díaz, Permanent Representative of Colombia, who had presented his letters of credential on March 30, 2012. Ambassador González Díaz gave an address to the Council during which, among other topics, he acknowledged the Organization’s support for the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OAS) and spoke of the Sixth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Cartagena, Colombia, on and April 14 and 15, 2012. 

2. Presentation of the report on the Electoral Observation Mission in El Salvador by Mission Chief Dr. Lourdes Flores 

The Mission Chief, Dr. Lourdes Flores Nano, presented her report on the OAS’s Electoral Observation Mission to El Salvador on the occasion of the legislative and municipal elections held on March 11, 2012. In presenting the report, the Chief of the Mission noted the democratic commitment of the Salvadoran people, which could be seen in the active participation of the citizenry in a peaceful and festive atmosphere, which she said indicated that the Salvadoran people has developed a process of democratic consolidation.


Dr. Flores Nano offered some general observations and recommendations intended to strengthen El Salvador’s electoral institutions and processes, and she thanked the country’s Electoral Court and the General Secretariat for their support in carrying out the task entrusted to her. 


The Secretary General, Mr. José Miguel Insulza, congratulated the Mission Chief for the promptness with which she had presented her report and on the high level of professionalism and commitment of the Mission she had led. 


The Interim Representative of El Salvador, Ambassador Luis Menéndez, congratulated and thanked Dr. Flores Nano for the work carried out in his country, the General Secretariat for its committed support toward the Salvadoran people, and the governments of the United States and Canada for the financial support they had provided to enable the OAS Electoral Observation Mission to go ahead.


The representatives of Panama, Peru, the United States, Suriname (representing the CARICOM member states), Ecuador, Canada, Panama, and Honduras expressed their gratitude for the report and congratulated El Salvador on the successful election day that, they said, had served to consolidate democracy in that country. 


The Permanent Council:

· Took note of the report and the recommendations presented by the Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission to El Salvador on March 11, 2012;
· Thanked Mission Chief Dr. Lourdes Flores Nano and her team for their work; and 
· Congratulated the people and government of El Salvador on the election day they organized. 

3. Reception of the “Draft Code of Ethics of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States” and its referral to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs 
The Chair reported that in order to comply with the mandates of General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLII-E/11), the General Secretariat was presenting the Permanent Council with a revised version of the “Draft Code of Ethics of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States”, published as document CP/CAPP-3102/11 rev. 1.

The Permanent Representative of Grenada, Ambassador Gillian Bristol, requested that the document be correctly classified as a document of the Permanent Council. 

After the representatives of Saint Lucia and the United States had also spoken about the document, and since the draft Code of Ethics was a part of the General Secretariat’s comprehensive human resource management plan that was being studied by the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP), the Permanent Council forwarded the draft Code of Ethics to the CAAP for its consideration. The document was subsequently published as document CP/doc.4705/12.

4. Report by the General Secretariat on invitations to the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly that require authorization by the Permanent Council, pursuant to Articles 9 and 10 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly 

The Permanent Council received document CP/doc.4701/12 containing the General Secretariat’s report on the invitations extended to civil society, workers’ organizations, private sector bodies, and other international agencies to attend, as observers and special guests, the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly that require the authorization of the Permanent Council pursuant to Articles 9 and 10 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.


The Council approved the draft resolution authorizing the Secretary General of the Organization to send out the corresponding invitations. The resolution was later published as CP/RES. 1001 (1846/12).


The Permanent Council also agreed that requests from civil society organizations not registered with the OAS would be considered once the deadline for their presentation had passed. 

5. Approval of Permanent Council meeting minutes CP/ACTA 1773/10 and CP/ACTA 1783/10 

The Permanent Council approved the following documents:

· CP/ACTA 1773/10, minutes of the special meeting held on October 6, 2010, and 

· CP/ACTA 1783/10, minutes of the regular meeting held on December 1, 2010.

6. Other business
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The Interim Representative of Argentina, Mr. Marín Gómez Bustillo, spoke of the thirtieth anniversary of the South Atlantic War, the Malvinas War, which was being commemorated on that date. Mr. Gómez Bustillo recalled and honored the memory of the 649 Argentine soldiers who lost their lives in that war and of the former combatants who died following its conclusion. 

· The Permanent Council bid farewell to Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Kleé, Permanent Representative of Guatemala, upon the conclusion of his duties at the Organization. The Permanent Council paid homage to his service with a sustained round of applause. 


There being no more business to discuss, the meeting concluded at 1:42 p.m. 
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�.	Statements and comments may be found in the meeting minutes, CP/ACTA-1846/12.
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