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The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was chaired by Ambassador Leonidas Rosa Bautista, Permanent Representative of Honduras to the Organization of American States (OAS). It began at 12:24 p.m.
1. Adoption of the order of business

The Permanent Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1852/12, without changes.
· Condolences to the People and Government of Mexico
On behalf of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Rosa Bautista conveyed condolences to the People and Government of Mexico on the passing of renowned author Carlos Fuentes, who died on May 15, 2012, in Mexico City.  
The Permanent Representative of Mexico, Ambassador Joel Hernández García, paid posthumous tribute to Mr. Carlos Fuente and thanked the Permanent Council for expressing condolences.
· Welcome to the Permanent Representative of Guatemala 
The Permanent Council extended a warm welcome to Ambassador José Rodrigo Vielmann de León, Permanent Representative of Guatemala, who had presented his credentials on April 26, 2012.  In his maiden address to the Council, Ambassador Vielmann de León cited, among others, the work of the OAS as well as his own country's contribution to the evolution of the inter-American system, first as a founder of the Pan American Union and, later, of the OAS. He explained that his work will be one of diplomacy committed to pressing ahead in tackling the challenges facing the Organization and to identifying priorities on the hemispheric agenda.
2. Report of the General Secretariat on invitations to the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly that require authorization by the Permanent Council  
The Permanent Council received document CP/doc.4709/12 containing the Report of the General Secretariat on applications from fifty six (56) civil society organizations not registered with the OAS, which wanted to attend the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly and which require Permanent Council authorization, pursuant to Article 10 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

Taking note of the Report presented by the Secretariat, the Permanent Council approved the draft resolution authorizing the Secretary General of the Organization to issue the pertinent invitations.  The resolution was later published as CP/RES. 1002 (1852/12).

Adoption of the following Permanent Council meeting minutes:
The Council adopted the following minutes:
· CP/ACTA 1804/11, of the regular meeting of May 13, 2011; and
· CP/ACTA 1828/11, of the regular meeting of November 15, 2011
3. Other business
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· The Chair of the Permanent Council condemned the terrorist attack on former Colombian Minister of Interior and Justice Fernando Londoño, in Bogotá on May 15, 2012, which claimed the lives of at least two people.
· The Permanent Council Chair also condemned the assassination of Honduran journalist Alfredo Ángel Villatoro, on May 16, 2012.  The Council Chair said that horrendous incidents like the murder of Mr. Villatoro should spur member states to redouble their efforts to tackle terrorism, drug trafficking, and organized crime–scourges that threaten nations and constitute a real threat to democracy, human rights, and the rule of law. 
· Mr. Breno Costa, the representative of Brazil, announced that his Government had made a payment of US$6,600,000 to the Regular Fund of the Organization.
· The Representative of Paraguay, Ambassador Hugo Saguier, announced that the Government of his country had paid its quota to the Regular Fund of the Organization.

There being no further matters to consider, the meeting was adjourned at 1:21 p.m.  
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�.	The statements and comments appear in the Minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA-18/12.
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