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Record of the joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the
Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), held on May 16, 2012
CP/ACTA 1853/12
/

Co-chaired by Ambassador Leonidas Rosa Bautista, Permanent Representative of Honduras and Chair of the Permanent Council, and Ambassador Diego Pary, Permanent Representative of the Plurinational State of Bolivia, on behalf of CEPCIDI, the joint meeting began at 1:20 p.m.
1. Adoption of the order of business 

The Permanent Council and CEPCIDI adopted the order of business, document CP/OD-1853/12, without changes.
2.
Report by the Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas 

With Ambassador Diego Pary presiding, the report of the Working Group Chair, which fell to the delegation of the United States, was heard.  On behalf of the delegation of the United States, Mr. Daniel Cento, Alternate Representative, presented the above-mentioned report.

Mr. Cento noted that during his chairmanship, which began on March 31, 2012, the Working Group prepared a draft resolution to be submitted to the Permanent Council for consideration and subsequent referral to the General Assembly, and that the member states had reached consensus thereon after two negotiating sessions. He thus reported that, building on work done under the previous chairs, including the conclusion of deliberations on the preambular and operative sections of the draft Social Charter of the Americas (GTC/CASA/doc.185/11), the Working Group agreed on the aforementioned draft resolution for the General Assembly:  a) to proceed to adoption of the Social Charter of the Americas; and b) to instruct the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, to present a draft Plan of Action, no later than August 31, 2012, for consideration by the Working Group; and c) for the functions and the election of officers of the Working Group to apply the rules established by the Permanent Council for its subsidiary bodies.

Mr. Cento thanked the vice chairs of the Working Group for supporting his work and recognized the effort and attention by all member states in promoting and protecting human rights, including economic, social, and cultural rights of the peoples of the Americas in a spirit of goodwill and cooperation.

The representatives of Venezuela, Mexico, Bolivia, Peru, Argentina, Colombia, Canada, Brazil, Chile, El Salvador, Barbados, Nicaragua, and Paraguay referred to the completion of work to prepare the Social Charter of the Americas, reiterating the need for every effort to be made to have the plan of action in place as soon as possible to make it operational. The delegations also paid tribute to the leadership demonstrated by Mr. Daniel Cento and the previous Chairs of the Working Group.


The Permanent Council and CEPCIDI agreed to submit for consideration by the General Assembly the draft resolution entitled “Social Charter of the Americas: Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Poverty in the Region,” as recommended by the Working Group in document GTC/CASA/doc.189/12 rev. 2.
3. Other business
[image: image2.wmf] 

PERMANENT COUNCIL

 


There being no further matter to consider, Ambassador Leonidas Rosa Bautista, Chair of the Permanent Council, adjourned the joint meeting at 2:00 p.m.
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�.	The statements may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1853/12.
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