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The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was chaired by Ambassador Leonidas Rosa Bautista, Permanent Representative of Honduras to the Organization of American States.  The meeting was called to order at 12:30 p.m.

1. Adoption of the order of business 

The Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1855/12, with item 4 placed as item 2.

2. Report of the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security on the Committee’s work during the 2011-2012 period, and presentation of the draft resolution for submission to the General Assembly 

Ambassador Nestor Mendez, Permanent Representative of Belize and Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH), presented the Committee's report, published as a document (CP/CSH-1411/12) and the only draft resolution on hemispheric security to cover all current mandates in this area, the draft resolution entitled “Promotion of Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach,” document CP/CSH-1386/12 rev. 12.


Regarding the so-called "super resolution," Ambassador Mendez described the agreement thereon as an enriching experience that demonstrated that with political will and openness, the delegations were able to distill the essence of the Committee's work into a single resolution containing fewer than 13 pages.

The representatives of Grenada, United States, Canada, Argentina, Colombia, Panama, Venezuela, and Chile thanked and congratulated Ambassador Mendez for the work undertaken at the helm of the CSH, recognizing as well the great accomplishment in concentrating all of the mandates into a single resolution. They then expressed the hope that other committees of the Permanent Council would be able to undertake the same kind of work.


The Permanent Council took note of the report on the work of the CSH during the 2011-2012 period and adopted the draft resolution "Promotion of Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach," document CP/CSH-1386/12 rev. 12, for consideration by the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly.
The Permanent Council Chair expressed his appreciation for the excellent work Ambassador Mendez undertook at the helm of the CSH. He commented that, with the support and collaboration of the Committee Vice Chairs - Mr. Giovanni Snidle, Alternate Representative of the United States; Mr. Denys Toscano Amores, Alternate Representative of Ecuador; and Ms. Patricia D'Costa, Alternate Representative of Canada–not only were the mandates entrusted to the Committee fulfilled but in addition, in an exercise reflecting the commitment by all the member state representatives, they succeeded in making a reality the initiative of concentrating into a single, thematically organized draft resolution, future action to be taken on multidimensional security.

3. Report of the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the Committee’s work during the 2011-2012 period, and presentation of draft resolutions for submission to the General Assembly

Ambassador María Isabel Salvador, Permanent Representative of Ecuador and Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), presented the report of the Committee and draft resolutions it considered for referral to the forty-second regular session of the Assembly General, nineteen (19) of which had the consensus of all the delegations; four (4) were ad referendum of the delegation of Venezuela; and four (4) on which agreement could not be reached in the CAJP.

In delivering her report, the Chair of the CAJP pointed out that, taking into consideration the budgetary situation facing the Organization, the delegations decided to limit special meetings to ones which, because of the nature of their mandates, must be held and those which, because of commitments from previous years, a decision was taken to hold them every two years or more.  They also decided to limit the duration of those events to half day (except for the meetings of negotiations on the draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples), to avoid incurring extra costs for interpretation, as this category has represented a greater cost to the Organization when meetings and special events have been convened in the past.

The delegation of Venezuela expressed appreciation for the report and joined the consensus withdrawing the ad referendum for the draft resolutions “Persons Who have Disappeared and Assistance for Their Families,” document CP/CAJP-3052/12 rev. 3; “Human Rights Education in Formal Education in the Americas,” document CP/CAJP-3082/12 rev. 3; and “Access to Information and Protection of Personal Data,” document CP/CAJP-3071/12 rev. 5.” With respect to this draft resolution, the delegation of Venezuela requested that the following text be recorded in the minutes of the meeting:

"The Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela is very mistrustful of anything coming from the "Special Rapporteurship on Freedom of Expression" in view of the Rapporteurship's continued alignment with the media dictatorship in Venezuela and the Hemisphere–that is, media owners who refuse to accept that ideas contrary to their political and economic interests should openly influence public opinion in our countries.

However, as a tribute to the good faith and honest intentions which come with some sister countries of the OAS, we express our willingness to lift the ad referendum with the request that this be placed on record in our Declaration.

Thank you, Mr. Chair. "

The delegation of Venezuela also kept the ad referéndum in the draft resolution “Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights,” document CP/CAJP-3070/12 rev. 4
After the delegation of Argentina congratulated Ambassador Salvador on her leadership of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, the Permanent Council took note of the report presented, document CP/CAJP/doc.3100/12 and approved the following twenty two (22) draft resolutions for consideration by the General Assembly at its the forty-second regular session:

i. Adoption of progress indicators for measuring rights under the Protocol of San Salvador, document CP/CAJP-3045/12 rev. 5
ii. Official Public Defenders as a Guarantee of Access to Justice for Persons in Situations of Vulnerability, document CP/CAJP-3046/12 rev. 4
iii. Human Rights Defenders:  Support for Individuals, Groups, and Organizations of Civil Society Working to Promote and Protect Human Rights in the Americas, document CP/CAJP-3050/12 rev. 5
iv. Internally Displaced Persons, document CP/CAJP-3051/12 rev. 5
v. Follow-up to the Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the "Right to Identity," document CP/CAJP-3060/12 rev. 4
vi. Strengthening the Activities of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas, document  CP/CAJP-3064/12 rev. 3
vii. Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity, document CP/CAJP-3065/12 rev. 5 
viii. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, document  CP/CAJP-3066/12 rev. 2
ix. Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law, document CP/CAJP-3067/12 rev.2
x. Right to the Truth, document CP/CAJP-3068/12 rev. 4
xi. Promotion of the International Criminal Court, document CP/CAJP-3073/12 rev. 2
xii. The Human Rights of Migrants, including migrant Workers and their Families, document CP/CAJP-3075/12 rev. 3
xiii. Follow-up on the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and on the Inter-American Program for Cooperation to Fight Corruption, document CP/CAJP-3076/12 rev. 2
xiv. Support for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities and for its Technical Secretariat, document CP/CAJP-3080/12 rev. 5
xv. Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016) and Support for Its Technical Secretariat (SEDISCAP),” document CP/CAJP-3084/12 rev. 3
xvi. Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons, document CP/CAJP-3087/12 rev. 2
xvii. Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas, document CP/CAJP-3090/12 rev. 2
xviii. Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, document CP/CAJP-3092/12
xix. Draft Legally Binding Inter-American Instruments against Racism and Racial Discrimination and against all Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, document CP/CAJP-3093/12 

xx. Persons Who Have Disappeared and Assistance to Members of Their Families, document CP/CAJP-3052/12 rev. 3

xxi. Human Rights Education in Formal Education in the Americas,” document CP/CAJP-3082/12 rev. 3
xxii. Access to Information and Protection of Personal Data, document CP/CAJP-3071/12 rev. 5.”
The Permanent Council also decided to recommend that the General Assembly assign consideration of the following draft resolutions to the General Committee:

i. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, document CP/CAJP-3070/12 rev. 4, ad referendum of the delegation of Venezuela
ii. Strengthening of the Inter-American Human Rights System Pursuant to the Mandates Arising from the Summits of the Americas CP/CAJP-3059/12 rev. 3

iii. Protection of Asylum Seekers and Refugees in the Americas CP/CAJP-3072/12 rev. 5

iv. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights CP/CAJP-3074/12 rev. 5

v. Follow-up of the recommendations of the “Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System” CP/CAJP-3099/12 corr. 1.
The Chair thanked Ambassador María Isabel Salvador, Chair of the CAJP, for her excellent leadership of the Committee, and also recognized the able leadership of the Vice Chair of the CAJP, Ms. Mayerlyn Cordero, Alternate Representative of the Dominican Republic. 


At 1:35 p.m., the Permanent Council decided to take a recess and the meeting resumed at 3:35 p.m.


The Permanent Council took note of the report of the Committee and decided to refer to the General Assembly the two draft resolutions previously agreed upon by the CAAP.

4. Report of the Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities for the 2011-2012 period, and presentation of draft resolutions for submission to the General Assembly
Ambassador Luis Andrés González Díaz, Permanent Representative of Colombia and Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, presented the report on the work undertaken during the 2011-2012 period, it was circulated as document CP/CISC-627/12.

In delivering his report, Ambassador González Díaz acknowledged the support provided by the Secretariat to the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) both in terms of the follow-up on the mandates from previous Summits of the Americas and in the preparation for the Summits of the Americas. He spoke as well about the participation of civil society in different fields of endeavor, and presented the draft resolution "Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process," document CP/CISC-624/12 rev.3, for transmittal to the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly.

The Permanent Council took note of the report presented and adopted the draft resolution for transmission to the General Assembly. 

The Permanent Council Chair thanked Ambassador Luis Andrés González Díaz, Chair of the CISC, for the excellent work he had done at the helm of the Committee, and also recognized the work done by the Vice Chair, Ambassador Parsan Neil, Permanent Representative Trinidad and Tobago.  The Chair also expressed the Permanent Council's appreciation for the work done by Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos who had led the CISC for several months.

5. Report of the Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues on the Committee’s work during the 2011-2012 period, and presentation of draft resolutions for submission to the General Assembly 
Ambassador Leonidas Rosa Bautista, Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM), presented the Committee's report, document CE/AM-213/12 and noted that during the 2011-2012 period, the CEAM had carried out a number of activities that brought together experts, from member states and international organizations, on migration issues, specifically as related to "Productive Migration and Remittances;" "The challenges of consular protection;" and "Attention to migration flows in Americas with a human rights perspective." 
The CEAM also held a lengthy and productive discussion on the Committee's existence, the results of which reflection facilitated bringing to a conclusion the evaluation process that started in the first quarter of 2010; and preparation of a proposal to consolidate and streamline the topic of migration in the OAS. The proposal is reflected in the draft resolution entitled "Strengthening the Topic of Migration in the OAS: Establishment of the Committee on Migration Issues," document CE/AM-200/12 rev. 1, which proposal gained the consensus of all delegations and proposes to establish, as a matter of priority, the Committee on Migration Issues as a standing committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development and to dissolve the CEAM.
Following comments by the delegations of Colombia and Ecuador on the importance of having a committee that is permanent in nature; and on the issue of migration, and after they thanked Ambassador Rosa Bautista for his leadership of the CEAM, the Permanent Council took note of the report presented and adopted the draft resolution for submittal to the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly.
Once the draft resolution was adopted by the Permanent Council, the delegation of Mexico thanked the delegations that supported its draft resolution that was, he explained, extremely important to creating an agenda on migration issues in the framework of the OAS. 
6. Report of the Chair of the General Committee on the Committee’s work during the 2011-2012 period, and presentation of draft resolutions for submission to the General Assembly

Ambassador Leonidas Rosa Bautista, Chair of the General Committee of the Permanent Council, presented the report of the Committee, document CP/CG-1934/12.  Ambassador Rosa Bautista referred to the annual reports of the organs and agencies that were considered, as well as the twenty (20) draft resolutions that submitted to the Committee. In that regard, he reported that eleven (11) had won the support of all member states; one (1) was ad referendum of the delegations of Mexico and Venezuela; one (1) was still agreement; five (5) were referred to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development for consideration; one (1) had been referred to the CAJP for consideration; and one (1) was withdrawn by the proposing delegation. 


Next was consideration of the draft resolution "Traditional use of chewing coca leaves," document CP/CG-1911/12 rev. 3.  The delegation of the United States withdrew its proposal to adjust the wording of the operative paragraph of the draft resolution and said it will introduce a footnote. 

For its part, the delegation of Canada introduced the following footnote to the same draft resolution: "Canada remains committed to the promotion and protection of the rights of indigenous peoples both within its own territory as well as in other countries. Canada regrets, however, having to disassociate itself from this decision for other reasons. Specifically, this resolution (i) does not recognize that the coca leaf is cultivated for the primary purpose of producing illicit drugs; (ii) does not recognize the commitment by member states to the 1961 United Nations Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs as amended by the 1972 Protocol; and (iii) does not recognize the commitment by member states to reducing illicit drugs, including efforts to significantly reduce or eliminate the illicit cultivation of the coca plant by 2019, after adopting in 2009 the United Nations Political Declaration and Plan of Action on International Cooperation  Towards an Integrated and Balanced Strategy to Counter the World Drug Problem. Canada remains committed to the 2010 Hemispheric Drug Strategy and Action Plan 2011, adopted by the OAS."

Following the indication by the delegation of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines that it, too, was considering including a footnote to the draft resolution, the Permanent Council adopted the draft resolution "Ancestral Uses and Chewing of the Coca Leaf," for transmittal to the General Assembly.

Meanwhile, the delegations of Mexico and Venezuela withdrew their respective ad referendum to the draft resolution "Network for Consumer Safety and Health and Inter-American Rapid Product Safety Warning System," document CP/CG-1926/12 rev.3.  The draft was adopted for transmission to the General Assembly. 

The Permanent Council also adopted the following documents presented by the General Committee for transmission to the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly:

i. Amendments to the Statute of the OAS Administrative Tribunal, document (CP/CG-1892/12 rev.2 corr. 1 
ii. Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere, document (CP/CG-1895/12 rev. 1)
iii. Use of Telecommunications/Technologies for an Integrating Information Society, document (CP/CG-1900/12 rev. 3)
iv. Strengthening the Activities of the Inter- American Program of Judicial Facilitators, document (CP/CG-1906/12 rev. 3)
v. Coordination of Volunteers in the Hemisphere in Response to Natural Disasters and the Fight against Hunger and Poverty – White Helmets Initiative, document (CP/CG-1908/12 rev. 2)
vi. Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy:  Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter, document (CP/CG-1909/12 rev. 4 corr. 1)
vii. Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors, document (CP/CG-1918/12 rev. 5)
viii. Recognition and Promotion of the Rights of People of African Descent in the Americas (CP/CG-1919/12 rev. 1)
ix. Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality , document (CP/CG-1922/12 rev. 3)
x. Strengthening the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM),” document (CP/CG-1923/12 rev. 1) 

xi. Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, "Convention of Belém do Pará," (CP/CG-1924/12 rev. 1)
7. Establishment of the Style Committee for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly

Pursuant to Article 28 of Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Permanent Council formed the Style Committee of the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly, to receive the resolutions, declarations, and recommendations issued by the General Assembly, correct defects of form, and ensure equivalency among the versions in the official languages.

The Style Committee of the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly was composed of the delegations of Brazil, Canada, United States, and Bolivia.  

The Permanent Council also decided that the meetings of the Style Committee would be open to all interested delegations.

8. Other business

· Referring to the conclusion of a cycle of tasks at the Organization, the Alternate Representative of Venezuela, Ms. Carmen Velásquez de Visbal, commended the delegations on the work done and thanked the Secretariat for its cooperation.
· The Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic, Ambassador Roberto Saladin, spoke about the general elections held in his country on May 20, 2012.

· The Interim Representative of Argentina, Mr. Martín Gómez Bustillo, referred to the letter from the Permanent Mission of Canada regarding a request sent to the Inter-American Defense Board, seeking advisory services; he also congratulated the Dominican Republic on the elections that were held. 

· Permanent Representative of Nicaragua Ambassador Denis Moncada reiterated the footnote on page included in the draft resolution entitled "Coordination of Volunteers in the Hemisphere in response to natural disasters and the fight against hunger or poverty - White Helmets Initiative."
· Meanwhile, the delegation of the United States withdrew its proposed revision to operative paragraph 1 of the draft resolution "Ancestral uses and chewing of the coca leaf" and introduced a footnote.
· The delegation of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines stated that it was considering as well introducing a footnote to the draft resolution "Ancestral Uses and Chewing of the Coca Leaf." 

· The delegation of Ecuador requested the inclusion of a footnote to the draft resolution "Coordination of Volunteers in the Hemisphere in Response to Natural Disasters and the Fight against Hunger or Poverty - White Helmets Initiative." 

· The Chief of Staff of the Secretary General referred to the draft schedule of the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly, which was distributed at the meeting.

· The Chair of the Permanent Council thanked the staff of the Secretariat to the General Assembly, the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, and the Permanent Council for their support and for work.
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There being no further matters to consider, the meeting was adjourned at 4:43 p.m.
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�.	The statements may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1855/12.





